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How Long Does a Personal Injury Lawsuit Take in Los
Angeles? A Timeline, Process, and Law Firm Guide
Understanding the duration of a personal injury lawsuit in Los Angeles is crucial for the injured party. The process can
take several months to years, influenced by many factors from medical treatment to court availability. This definitive
guide breaks down the personal injury case timeline, the legal phases involved, and how an experienced law firm like
Eisenberg Law Group PC helps clients in Glendale, CA, and throughout Los Angeles County reach a fair settlement or
verdict.

What Is the Typical Timeline for a Personal Injury Case in California?

A personal injury case in Los Angeles does not have a fixed duration. While some clear-cut claims might settle in a
matter of months, complex cases with disputed fault or severe injuries can take several years, especially if they proceed
to trial. The timeline is a variable path, not a straight line. The injured party must complete medical treatment to
understand the full value of their claim, and insurance companies often prolong negotiations. The overall process is
designed to build a strong case with compelling evidence, including all medical records.

The Phases of a Personal Injury Lawsuit and Their Duration

The legal journey involves sequential phases, each adding to the total time. A knowledgeable attorney manages each
phase to avoid unnecessary delays while fighting for the full compensation the injured party deserves.

1. Pre-Litigation Investigation and Demand (Several Months)

This initial phase begins from the date of injury. Your lawyer will investigate the incident, gather evidence, and collect
all medical records documenting your injuries and treatment. Once you reach maximum medical improvement, your
legal team can calculate the value of your claim and submit a demand package to the insurance companies.
Negotiations follow, which may take several weeks or months.

2. Filing the Lawsuit and Discovery (Months to Over a Year)

If a fair settlement cannot be reached, the next step is filing a lawsuit in court. In California, the statute of limitations
for most personal injury cases is two years from the date of injury. After filing, the case enters the discovery Learn
more here phase, where both parties exchange information through depositions, interrogatories, and requests for
documents. The discovery phase is often the longest part of the legal process and can significantly extend the timeline.

3. Mediation, Settlement, or Trial (Variable Timeframe)

Before trial, parties often attempt mediation to reach a settlement. This can resolve the case in days. If no resolution is
found, the case proceeds to trial. The wait for a trial date in Los Angeles County can be long due to court backlogs and
availability. A trial itself may last from a few days to several weeks.

What Factors Influence How Long Your Personal Injury Case Takes?

Several factors determine the duration of your personal injury case. An experienced firm like Eisenberg Law Group
PC proactively manages these to help move your claim forward efficiently.

Severity and Duration of Injuries: Severe injuries requiring long-term treatment necessitate a longer timeline
to understand the full impact and value of the claim.
Clarity of Fault and Liability: Cases with clear evidence of the other party's fault may settle faster. Disputed
liability leads to a longer, more involved process.
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Insurance Company Negotiations: The insurance company may delay to test the resolve of the injured party.
Skilled lawyers apply pressure through strategic legal action.
Court Schedules and Backlogs: The availability of judges and courtrooms in Los Angeles County can cause
significant delays, especially for trial dates.
Willingness to Settle: If both parties are motivated to reach a settlement, the case will conclude much sooner
than going through a full trial.
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Settlement vs. Trial: How the Path Affects Your Case Timeline

The vast majority of personal injury cases settle before trial. A settlement typically resolves the matter in months rather
than years. However, accepting an early offer from insurance companies often means accepting less than the full value
of your claim. Going to trial is a longer path but is sometimes crucial to secure a fair and just outcome. Your attorney
will provide clear advice on the best strategy for your case based on the evidence and negotiation dynamics.

How Eisenberg Law Group PC Manages Your Los Angeles Injury Case
Timeline

At Eisenberg Law Group PC, serving clients in areas including Glendale CA, we understand the anxiety that delays can
cause. Our approach focuses on diligent preparation to streamline the process while being fully prepared for trial. We
immediately begin gathering evidence and medical records to build a compelling demand. We handle all
communications with the insurance company, fight against lowball offers, and are skilled in both negotiations and
courtroom litigation. Our goal is to secure the maximum compensation for your injuries as efficiently as possible,
without sacrificing the value of your claim.

Frequently Asked Questions About Personal Injury Lawsuit Duration

How does pre-existing medical history affect my injury claim timeline?

Pre-existing conditions can complicate a personal injury case, potentially lengthening the discovery phase as parties
and insurance companies seek records to determine what injuries are new. A skilled attorney will work with medical
experts to clearly differentiate the new injuries and their associated treatment, which is crucial for establishing the
value of your current claim.

Can I switch lawyers if my case seems to be taking too long?

Yes, you may have the right to change legal representation if you are dissatisfied. However, this can sometimes cause
further delays as a new law firm must review the entire case file. It is essential to have a clear understanding of the
expected timeline with your current attorney first. Firms like Eisenberg Law Group PC prioritize client communication,
ensuring you are informed at every stage of the process.

What is the role of medical treatment in determining the timeline?

Ongoing medical treatment is a primary factor in the timeline. Settling a case before understanding the full extent of
your injuries and future medical needs can leave you responsible for bills later. Therefore, reaching maximum medical
improvement—the point where your condition has stabilized—is a key milestone before finalizing the value of your
claim and proceeding with serious settlement negotiations or trial.

Are there legal rules that force a case to move faster?

California has rules intended to prevent excessive delays. For example, California Code of Civil Procedure Section
583.310 requires that a lawsuit be brought to trial within five years of filing, with some exceptions. However, these are
outer limits. A proactive law firm uses case management strategies and court procedures to push the case forward
diligently, rather than relying on these final deadlines.
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