How to Apply for a Scholarship at AELO Swiss Academy:
A Step-by-Step Walkthrough

Studying in Switzerland comes with a particular kind of sticker shock. Tuition is one thing, but then you price a
monthly transport pass, a shared flat, and groceries, and the whole picture sharpens fast. Commonly cited
student budgets for Switzerland land somewhere between CHF 1,500 and 2,500 a month for living costs alone,
depending on the city and how disciplined you are with your spending. A scholarship does not just soften that
number. For a lot of students, it is the difference between applying to AELO Swiss Academy and quietly closing

the browser tab.

Here is the good news. The scholarship application itself is not the monster people imagine. It is a series of small,
unglamorous tasks, and almost everyone who fails at it fails at the unglamorous parts: a deadline misread, a
document in the wrong format, a motivation letter written at midnight with a thesaurus open. | have walked
enough students through this process to know exactly where those stumbles happen. So let's go through it
properly, step by step, with the traps clearly marked.

First, find out what is actually on offer

Before you fill in a single field, spend an evening on research. Go to the AELO Swiss Academy website and read
the scholarship section the way you would read a contract, because in a sense it is one. Scholarships at most
academies come in a few flavors: awards based on academic merit, awards based on financial need, and
occasionally awards tied to a specific program or intake. Amounts, deadlines, and eligibility rules shift from one
cycle to the next, so treat the academy's own published information as your single source of truth, not a forum

post from three years ago.

Then send an email to the admissions or financial aid office. A short, polite message asking for the current
scholarship details and the application deadline for your intake gets you two things: accurate information, and a
paper trail showing you were proactive. Ask one or two specific questions, like whether students who are already
enrolled can apply, or whether the award renews automatically each year. Officers answer specific questions far

more generously than they answer "tell me everything about scholarships."

Step one: check your eligibility before you spend an evening on this

Every scholarship has filters, and they are usually blunt instruments. Typical ones include the level of study, since
some awards target bachelor's students and others target master's students, your residency or nationality,
whether you hold an offer of admission or are already enrolled, and sometimes a minimum academic standing

from your previous studies.

Read the criteria twice, then read them out loud to someone else. It sounds silly, but eligibility rules hide their
meaning in small words. "Applicants must have accepted an offer" is a different requirement from "applicants
must have applied." If you are conditionally admitted and unsure whether that counts, ask before you invest a

weekend in an application.

If one criterion clearly excludes you, do not apply anyway and hope for mercy. Selection committees filter first

and read second, and a hopeful application that fails a hard filter just burns your time. Instead, ask the office



whether other funding routes exist for your situation. There is often more than one door, and the people

answering that email know where all of them are.

Step two: work backwards from the deadline

Scholarship deadlines usually sit before or alongside admission deadlines, and this catches people off guard

every single year. You cannot apply for a scholarship in September if the window closed in June.

Start six to twelve months before your intended intake. That sounds excessive until you map the dependencies. A
recommendation letter needs three to four weeks if you ask properly, and longer if your professor travels. An
official transcript from your previous school can take weeks, especially if the school is in another country and still
processes requests on paper. If any document needs a certified translation, add more time, because certified

translators are booked solid at the start of every term.

| once worked with a student who needed a single transcript from a school abroad. She requested it with what
she thought was plenty of time, and the registrar's office took five weeks to issue it. She made the deadline with
four days to spare, but only because she had started early and had a buffer. Build that buffer. Mark the real

deadline a week earlier in your own calendar and treat that as the deadline.

Step three: gather your documents into one clean folder
The exact list varies by cycle, so confirm with the academy, but the core set almost always looks like this:

¢ Official transcripts or academic records from your previous school

Proof of identity, usually a passport copy
* A motivation letter, sometimes called a personal statement
* One or two recommendation letters, depending on the requirements

* Documentation of your financial situation, such as income statements or bank records

Now the details that people skip. If a document is not in the required language, it almost certainly needs a
certified translation, and the translation must come from a recognized translator, not your bilingual cousin. Scan
everything as clean, straight, readable PDFs. A sideways photo of a transcript taken on a phone in bad lighting
signals exactly what you think it signals. Name your files clearly, something like "Surname_Transcript.pdf" rather
than "scan0012.pdf," because the person reviewing twenty applications in one afternoon will notice. Keep the
whole set in one folder, back it up to the cloud, and make sure your name appears identically on every
document. If your passport says one thing and your transcripts say a nickname, add a short note explaining it

before anyone has to wonder.

Step four: the motivation letter, where applications are won or lost

Most of your application is evidence of things you already did. The motivation letter is the only place where you

get to argue for your future, and committees read it with that in mind.

A strong letter answers four questions plainly. Why this program. Why this academy specifically. What you intend
to do with the education. And why the financial support matters in your case. Notice what is missing from that
list: your childhood dream, your passion for the field, and a list of adjectives about yourself. Those are the three

most common openings, and reviewers have read them ten thousand times.



Compare two sentences. "l am passionate about business and eager to learn” says nothing that a thousand other
applicants could not also say. "l spent two summers keeping the books for my family's shop, and | want to learn
why half of what | did by instinct was actually wrong" says a person, a history, and a reason. Specifics are the
entire game. One concrete story about something you built, fixed, failed at, or figured out is worth more than a

page of enthusiasm.

Keep it to one page unless the instructions say otherwise. Tailor it to this academy and this program, and if you
are applying to multiple scholarships, resist the temptation to recycle one letter with the name swapped at the

top. Reviewers can smell a recycled letter the way a landlord can smell a cat.

The best editing trick | know is reading the letter out loud. Every sentence you stumble over is a sentence a
reader will stumble over too. A student | mentored, let's call her Dana, rewrote her letter three days before the
deadline. Her first version was polished and completely forgettable. Her second version opened with the specific
moment she realized she wanted to change fields, and it got her an interview. The facts of her life had not

changed. The specificity had.

Step five: handle recommendation letters like a professional

Ask early, ask personally, and make the job easy for the person you ask. A rushed email at midnight saying “can
you write me a recommendation, it's due Friday" is how you get a generic letter, and a generic letter is worse

than no letter because it tells the committee that nobody has much to say about you.

Instead, ask three to four weeks ahead, in person or in a considered email, and hand your recommender a small
packet: your CV, the scholarship criteria, the deadline, and a few bullet points reminding them of concrete things
you did in their course or under their supervision. You are not telling them what to write. You are saving them
from having to dig through their memory of you, which is genuinely appreciated. Then follow up politely about a
week before the deadline, and thank them afterward regardless of the outcome. These people are your

references for life.

Step six: get the financial paperwork honest and consistent

For need-based awards, the financial documentation is not a formality. It is the heart of the case. Expect to
provide things like bank
https://www.reddit.com/r/flyingeurope/comments/Tnnhrnv/anyone_from_aelo_swiss_any_advices/ statements,
income letters from employers, or documentation of family circumstances, and expect the committee to actually

read them.

The rule is simple: be honest and be consistent. If your motivation letter says money is tight and your bank
statement shows regular expensive purchases, a careful reader will notice the gap. If your situation is unusual,
and many are, explain it briefly in a note. Family businesses with irregular income, currencies that swing wildly
against the Swiss franc, a relative sponsoring your studies, all of these are common and none of them disqualify

you. What hurts you is silence that leaves the reviewer guessing.

One thing worth saying out loud: do not pretend to be poorer than you are, and do not assume middle-class
means disqualified. Need-based means the committee weighs your circumstances, and their job is to judge the

gap between your resources and the real cost of attendance, not to run a poverty contest.

Step seven: submit early, then confirm


https://www.reddit.com/r/flyingeurope/comments/1nnhrnv/anyone_from_aelo_swiss_any_advices/

Submit days before the deadline, not minutes. Portals slow down under deadline traffic, uploads fail halfway, and
the file that looked fine on your laptop turns out to be corrupted on theirs. If you apply by email, ask for a short
reply confirming receipt, and if you apply through a portal, screenshot the confirmation screen. Keep a complete
copy of everything you submitted, exactly as submitted. If anything goes missing, and occasionally something
does, you want to be the applicant who can resend the file in thirty seconds rather than the one who starts

reconstructing a lost document at midnight.

Step eight: the interview, if there is one

Some scholarship processes include a short interview, often fifteen to thirty minutes, sometimes by video. It is
rarely an interrogation. Usually the committee wants to check that the person matches the letter, so the single
best preparation is knowing your own application cold. Reread everything you submitted and be ready to expand

on any claimin it.

FORMATIONS AERONAUTIQUES ET AEROPORTUAIRES

TO MOST PEOPLE,
THE SRY IS THE LIMIT.
TO THOSE WHO LOVE AVIATION,
THE SRY IS HOME.

JERRY CRAWFORD

www.aero-consulting.eu
%

e

Prepare a two-minute answer to the inevitable opener about yourself and your goals, and practice it until it
sounds like talking rather than reciting. Have one or two genuine questions ready for the end, because "no
questions" reads as low interest even when it is really just nerves. If the interview is online, test your camera and
microphone beforehand, sit somewhere quiet with decent light, and look at the camera rather than at your own

face on the screen, which is harder than it sounds.

Five mistakes that sink otherwise strong applications

In my experience, strong candidates lose scholarships for boring, preventable reasons far more often than

interesting ones:

* A generic motivation letter that could have been written by anyone, about anyone

* Missing a fine-print eligibility rule and getting filtered out unread

Asking for recommendations so late that the letter arrives rushed and vague

Sloppy files: blurry scans, sideways pages, inconsistent names, missing translations

Submitting at the last minute and never confirming that the application arrived

None of these require talent to avoid. They require a calendar and a little humility, which is honestly good news,

because those are things you can control.



If you get it

Congratulations, and now read the terms. Many scholarships renew each year conditional on academic
performance, so know exactly what standing you need to keep and whether the renewal is automatic or requires
a fresh application. Note whether you are required to inform the office about other funding you receive, because
overlapping awards sometimes need to be coordinated. Reply promptly to the award notification, thank the
people involved, and put the renewal conditions in your calendar alongside your exam dates. A scholarship you
lose in year two because you forgot a reporting requirement is a special kind of heartbreak, and it happens more

than you would think.

If you don't

Ask for feedback if the office offers it, and some do. Then look at the wider landscape, because the academy's
scholarship is one route among several. Switzerland has public and private funding options for students, and your
admissions office can usually point you toward the ones that fit your nationality, level of study, and field.
Depending on your residence status, part-time work may also be an option, but check the current rules with the
academy or the official cantonal authorities rather than relying on a friend's cousin's experience from years ago.
And if the academy allows reapplication in a later cycle, do it, with a stronger letter, cleaner documents, and

better timing. Plenty of students win on the second attempt.

One last thing before you start

Apply even if you think you probably won't win. Every year, committees watch strong candidates talk themselves
out of applying, which means the actual applicant pool is smaller and less intimidating than everyone imagines.

Clarity and preparation beat brilliance more often than people expect.

And notice something else. Even in the worst case, where you apply and receive nothing, the process forces you
to articulate why you want this, what you plan to do with it, and who is willing to vouch for you. That is not a
consolation prize. That is the exact preparation that makes your next application, your internship interviews, and
your grant proposals years from now dramatically better. Open the folder, mark the deadline a week early, and

start with the transcript request, because that is always the slowest domino.



