
Greenville winters are gentle, but the humidity is not. Mix in summer sun, pollen, and the steady drift of red

clay dust, and a fence that looked crisp two springs ago now wears a green film, dark streaks, and blotches

where mildew has nested in the grain. I have walked more than a few backyards in this region with

homeowners convinced their only option was a full tear out. Most of the time, a careful wash paired with the

right follow up saves the structure and restores color. The trick is understanding both the material in front of

you and the local conditions that made it look tired.

This is not just about blasting the panels until they look lighter. Done wrong, pressure washing shreds wood

fibers, etches vinyl, drives water into joints, and leaves zebra stripes you see every time you step outside.

Done right, it resets the clock on a fence and buys you several more seasons before a major refinish. If you

already searched for Pressure washing Greenville SC and felt lost in a crowd of options,

https://waylonyrkv594.yousher.com/pressure-washing-services-for-new-construction-clean-up use what

follows to judge a job by its method rather than the promise of instant results.

What the Greenville climate does to fences

Humidity hovers high from April through September, and we get generous spring rains. Wood stays damp for

long stretches, which is perfect for mildew and algae. That green tint on the north and east sides is

Cladophora and other algae colonizing the surface film. Dark blotches that resist a rinse are often mildew

feeding on leftover sugars in the wood or on organic debris.

Sun works the other side of the problem. On south and west exposures, ultraviolet light breaks down lignin in

wood fibers, which is why cedar turns gray and feels fuzzy when you rub it. The gray is a mix of oxidized

wood and fine dust that clings after every passing shower. Vinyl picks up static and holds pollen. Metal posts

collect orange stains where sprinkler water dries and leaves iron deposits.

In short, we are cleaning a biology project layered over oxidation, and a quick pass with a high pressure tip

will not fix the chemistry behind it.

Wood, vinyl, composite, and metal require different thinking

Most Greenville backyards still have pine or cedar privacy fences, usually 6 feet tall, built with pressure

treated pine posts and rails. Pine gets green algae quickly, then goes gray. Cedar resists decay better, but it

still oxidizes and grows mildew in the shade. Wood can handle water if you respect the grain and keep the

pressure down, but it is the easiest surface to damage with aggressive washing.

Vinyl fences look low maintenance, but static attracts pollen in spring and dust all summer. Algae tints the

lower sections where grass clippings cling after mowing. Vinyl does not absorb a cleaner like wood, so it

depends more on dwell time with a surfactant and a gentle rinse.

Composites fall between the two. They are less porous than wood, more forgiving than vinyl, and they dislike

heavy pressure right up close. Metal, usually painted steel or aluminum posts, clean up easily unless there is

rust. For rust, you need a targeted cleaner.

When you hear a company talk about one standard PSI for all fences, keep shopping. The fence in shade

behind a maple with deep leaf litter wants a different approach than the sun baked run next to the driveway.

Inspection first, water second
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Walk the fence slowly and look for trouble. I carry a carpenter’s pencil and mark anything that deserves a

change in approach. Boards that are split or loose can blow out when water gets under them. Protruding

nails grab hoses and skin. Post bases that have heaved can leave gaps where wash water pours down and

erodes soil.

On wood, note grayness versus green growth. Gray, fibrous panels want cleaning and then brightening, not

raw pressure. Heavy green calls for a mild sodium hypochlorite solution carried by a surfactant, left to dwell

long enough to release the algae. If you see black dots around knots, that is fungal staining. You can lighten

it with a percarbonate wash and then a brightener, but some spots are stubborn.

Vinyl inspection is simpler. Look for chalking and hairline cracks near posts. If the chalk transfers to your

fingers, treat with a gentle cleaner and soft brush. Avoid heat bending while you work. Dark vinyl can get hot

under a midday sun and becomes more pliable. Work mornings or later afternoon.

Water and nearby plants deserve respect

Whatever you spray on a fence will try to land on azaleas, turf, and vegetable beds. In Greenville, many of

our neighborhoods have St. Augustine or Bermuda grass that shrugs off a bit of overspray, but hydrangeas,

roses, and young shrubs burn easily.

I pre wet landscaping until it drips. Water acts like a shield, diluting any cleaner before it sticks. During dwell

time, I mist the same plants again if the day is hot. After rinsing the fence, I rinse the plants yet again. It adds

fifteen minutes to most jobs and saves lots of awkward conversations about brown leaves two days later.

City sewers and storm drains care about runoff. If your yard slopes toward the street, choose a lower

concentration and shorter dwell to cut the amount that travels. Do not wash right before heavy rain. It will

carry cleaner downhill where you never intended it to go.

Equipment and settings that treat fences kindly

I own units from 2.3 to 4 gallons per minute. GPM matters more than raw PSI for fence work. The flow carries

debris away and allows you to clean at lower pressures. For most wood fences in Greenville, I work in the

600 to 1200 PSI range, using a 40 degree or 25 degree fan tip, and I stay at least 12 inches off the surface.

If I need to clean stubborn spots, I move a little closer rather than swapping to a needle tip that risks carving

the board.

Soft washing rigs earn their keep on vinyl and on delicate cedar that only needs organic growth removed. A

typical mix is household bleach at 1 to 2 percent sodium hypochlorite on the surface, carried by a surfactant

designed for house exteriors. That concentration is strong enough to melt green growth but gentle enough

to spare most plants with proper wetting.

Wood restoration sometimes needs two steps. You pre treat with a sodium percarbonate cleaner that lifts

gray oxidation, then follow with an oxalic or citric acid brightener to reset the pH and bring color back.

Pressure just rinses the reaction away. If you skip the brightener, pine often dries blotchy and refuses stain

later.

I keep a pair of soft bristle brushes on site for detail work around gates and latches. A brush and a bucket

buy control where a wand is clumsy.

A simple, safe sequence for most wood fences



Use this as a baseline, then adjust to conditions. It trades speed for a margin of safety, which is worth it

when a fence runs three properties and a wrong move shows for years.

Move yard furniture, bag leaves against the rails, tape outlets, and pre wet nearby plants until they drip.

Apply a wood cleaner or light sodium hypochlorite mix with surfactant from the bottom up, keeping

windows and siding out of the spray.

Let it dwell 5 to 10 minutes, misting dry spots so the surface stays wet but does not streak.

Rinse with a 40 degree tip, 12 to 18 inches off the wood, sweeping with the grain and keeping the wand

moving.

Neutralize and brighten with an oxalic solution on pine or cedar, then a final rinse.

If the fence only needs to lose the gray with no algae present, a sodium percarbonate cleaner followed by

brightener works without bleach. In shaded Greenville lots where mildew is consistent, a mild bleach mix

cleans faster and more thoroughly. Keep it off metal hardware as much as you can, and rinse promptly.

Technique, not brute force

I see stripes and tiger tracks when someone held a wand like a paint sprayer and paused at the end of a

pass. Always keep a wet edge, overlap each sweep by a third, and lead with the lower edge of the fan so

water flows down and away instead of up under boards. Work two or three boards at a time from top to

bottom, then step sideways.

On gates, back down the pressure a notch and increase your distance. Gates flex and rattle, and hardware

collects cleaner. A quick brush with your hand saves a lot of fussy rinsing around hinges.

Pay attention to the time of day. If the sun is high and the fence is already hot, cleaners flash dry and leave

marks. Mornings or early evening work better. In late summer humidity, dwell times stretch because

evaporation slows, so be patient and let chemistry help you.

How clean is clean enough for stain or paint

Greenville humidity slows drying. After washing, wood that looks dry on the surface may still hold moisture

inside. I do not schedule staining until the fence measures under 15 percent moisture content. A pin meter

costs less than a damaged finish, and I keep one in the truck. In spring and fall, a washed fence can hit that

number in 24 to 48 hours with decent airflow. In July after a thunderstorm, it can take 3 days.

Color tells part of the story. Freshly brightened pine turns a warm, even tone. If you still see gray patches,

there is oxidation left and stain will sit blotchy. Rub your hand across a board. If it feels fuzzy, the fibers lifted

during washing. A light pass with a painter’s pad or 180 grit sanding sponge knocks the fur down in a few

minutes and pays off later when rain beads instead of soaking in through a woolly surface.

For vinyl, there is no finish to apply. Clean means uniform color with no chalk transfer. Rinse thoroughly to

keep surfactant from streaking in the next rain.

How far a deep clean goes on different woods

Pressure treated pine is our most common fence material. A good wash and brighten can take it from gray

and green back to a honey color that surprises people who forgot what it used to be. Expect the grain to

show, knots to darken a shade, and rails to come out a bit lighter than pickets because they dry faster and



oxidize more. If the pine is more than 10 years old with soft spots at the base, washing will improve looks but

not structural decay. Replace bad pickets and posts before or after cleaning, not during.

Cedar responds beautifully to brightening. The pinks and reds come back, especially on the leeward sides. It

also fuzzes easily if you overpower it. I keep pressure low, let cleaners do the heavy lifting, and spend a little

more time with the brush around knots where fungus likes to hang on.

Hardwoods are rare here for fences, but if you have cypress or ipe panels, treat them with a percarbonate

cleaner and a gentle rinse. Bleach mixes can blotch some hardwoods. Test a corner.

The economics: cost of washing vs replacing

A full replacement on a standard Greenville privacy fence runs anywhere from 30 to 55 dollars per linear foot

depending on height, wood type, and post spacing. A thorough wash, brighten, and optional stain falls

between 4 and 12 dollars per linear foot depending on access and condition. If you handle the wash yourself

and hire out the stain, you can cut that further. The math almost always supports restoration unless the

posts are rotted or the fence line shifted.

What matters is timing. If a fence has black fungal staining that sat for years, you may need a second pass

or targeted spot treatment. That adds labor, but still under the cost of new lumber and disposal. I tell clients

to watch the first spring green up. When the shadow side goes green, schedule a wash before summer

bakes it on.

When to call a professional in Greenville

If you type Pressure washing in Greenville SC and find ten companies ready to come tomorrow, pick with

criteria beyond speed. Ask about their process on wood specifically. Listen for PSI ranges, cleaner names,

and how they protect plants. Ask if they carry a moisture meter for post wash checks. If they offer to stain,

ask what brand and whether they back brush or just spray.

Access matters too. Many Greenville lots are fenced on three sides with gates too narrow for large rigs. A

smaller unit and longer hoses keep heavy equipment off your grass. If your fence backs up to a creek or

common area, ask how they control runoff and what cleaner concentrations they use near water.

There are times to hand it off. Fences with lead paint on older metal posts, heavy rust that needs acid

treatment, or boards so soft you can press a fingernail in should be handled by someone who knows the

chemistry and how to contain it. Multi property lines with shared ownership also benefit from a pro who can

document the process for both parties.

A short pre job checklist you will thank yourself for later

Walk both sides of the fence and the neighbor’s side, and note loose boards and bad posts.

Move grills, toys, and planters two sprinkler heads away from the fence line.

Cover delicate plants with breathable fabric or pre wet and keep misting during dwell time.

Test your cleaner mix on a small, hidden section and watch how fast it works.

Confirm weather for 48 hours, aiming for dry, mild days with light wind.

That five minute routine prevents nine out of ten surprises. On shared lines, take a few photos before and

after. It creates goodwill and a simple record if a gate was already sagging or a post already leaning.



Fence friendly cleaners that work here

Bleach is not a four letter word in exterior cleaning, but the mix ratio matters. I rarely go above 2 percent

sodium hypochlorite on wood surfaces and keep it lower on delicate cedar. Pair it with a quality surfactant

designed for rinsing clean rather than household dish soap that foams forever. If you want an oxygen based

option, sodium percarbonate powder mixed with warm water lifts tannins and gray without the smell, then

follow with an oxalic acid brightener that resets the pH and evens out color.

Avoid strong degreasers on wood. They pull oils from the surface and can make fresh stain flash dry. On

vinyl, a mild wash with surfactant and a half percent bleach handles most algae. For iron stains on vinyl or

around sprinkler hits, a dedicated oxalic or ascorbic cleaner removes orange without grinding the plastic.

If you wash near a koi pond or pet run, skip bleach altogether and use percarbonate, spot brushing where

needed. Rinse until runoff runs clear and odor free.

Common mistakes I see and how to avoid them

Striping happens when the nozzle sits too close or pauses at the end of a stroke. Keep your arm moving,

overlap each pass, and lock your elbow to maintain distance. Furring, the fuzzy look on wood, comes from

over pressure and from washing across the grain. Point the fan in line with the boards, not perpendicular.

Washing in full sun on a hot day bakes cleaner in place and causes blotches that show through stain. Shift to

morning or later afternoon and give yourself time. Spraying top down with bleach on wood can cause

vertical streaks as the mix runs. Work bottom up with the application, then rinse top down.

Skipping the brightener after using percarbonate leaves pine looking dull and uneven. People blame the

cleaner and then crank up pressure to fix it, which makes things worse. Add the brightener step. It takes ten

minutes and changes everything.

Aftercare that stretches results

Freshly cleaned wood takes stain more evenly, and the Greenville climate favors products that penetrate

rather than form a shell. I lean toward semi transparent, oil modified stains that soak in and allow vapor to

escape. Film forming paints can peel under our humidity when water pressure from inside the wood pushes

out. If you prefer solid color, choose a breathable exterior product and accept that prep before the next coat

will be a bigger job.

Trim vegetation back from the fence line. A six inch gap allows air to move and sun to reach the lower

boards, which keeps algae down. Set sprinklers to avoid hitting the fence. It sounds obvious, but I routinely

find heads aimed square at the rails, leaving white hard water marks and feeding mildew.

Plan a light maintenance wash the following spring before growth sets hard. A gentle rinse and a light

cleaner at low concentration keep you from doing a full restoration every other year.

What a realistic result looks like

One Greenville job comes to mind. A 220 foot pine privacy fence, eight years old, shaded by mature oaks on

one side and full sun on the other. The street side was green to the height of the mower spray, about 14

inches, then gray up to the top. The sun side was gray with scattered black fungal dots near knots.



We pre wetted a dozen hostas and a hydrangea bed, applied a percarbonate mix on the gray panels, and

used a 1 percent bleach wash on the green shade side. Dwell was 8 minutes in shade, 5 in sun, with misting

to keep edges wet. Rinse was at roughly 800 PSI, 16 inches off, with a 40 degree tip. An oxalic brightener

evened the tone across pickets and rails. Drying took two days, with afternoon humidity making us wait.

Moisture meter read 13 to 15 percent on day three. We applied a semi transparent stain in a neutral brown

that matched the deck. The algae line disappeared, the grain popped, and the homeowner kept the fence

rather than replacing three warped panels we had flagged. That project cost roughly one fifth of a full

rebuild and bought at least five more good years.

How to judge a quote for Pressure washing Greenville SC

Price alone is a poor guide. Look for a scope that mentions cleaner types, dwell times, plant protection,

rinsing method, and post wash neutralization on wood. A line that reads fence wash includes bleach and

rinse tells me they plan to lean on pressure to do the rest, which risks damage. Ask about insurance and

whether they use GFCI protection on their equipment. Ask for two references with fences older than five

years, so you can see how past work held up.

If a company offers a package that jumps from pressure washing to staining in the same day on wood, ask

how they verify moisture content. If you hear silence, slow down. Our humidity does not forgive rushed finish

work.

A note on neighbors and HOAs

Many Greenville neighborhoods run fences on shared property lines. A friendly heads up before you wash

travels better than the sound of a pump motor at 8 a.m. A brief note taped to the inside of the neighbor’s

gate, and a promise to rinse their shrubs too, goes a long way. If you live under an HOA, check whether they

have rules about finish colors or wash timing during pollen season. I have had boards ask homeowners to

delay staining until after a community inspection, which was avoidable with a quick email.

The bottom line on restoring weathered fences here

If you balance water, chemistry, and patience, a fence that looks beyond help often has a second act. The

Greenville climate throws moisture, sun, and pollen at your rails and pickets year round, but those same

conditions also help when you work with them. Clean on cooler mornings, let cleaners dwell rather than

cranking the pressure, and give the wood time to dry before finishing. Whether you decide to tackle it

yourself or hire out Pressure washing Greenville SC, judge the work by the care in the process rather than

the speed of the spray. The result should look natural, feel smooth to the touch, and set you up for seasons

of lower upkeep instead of another round of trial and error.


