Hanging a door in New Orleans is never just about hinges and a handle. Our climate, architecture, and soil make the job
both art and discipline. I have pulled plenty of swollen jambs out of historic doubles in the Marigny, squared up French
doors that drifted open every afternoon in Lakeview, and replaced corroded thresholds not far from Bayou St. John where
the morning humidity sits like a wet blanket. The pattern is consistent: when door installation goes wrong here, it usually
traces back to the same handful of oversights. Get those right, and your entry feels solid, seals clean, and behaves itself
through summer storms and winter northerlies.

Why local conditions change the playbook

New Orleans throws three curveballs at door installation. First, humidity and temperature swings that run from 40 to 100
degrees across the seasons. Wood and even some composites move. A door that clears perfectly in February might scrape
by June if you ignore expansion. Second, wind-driven rain finds every gap. Our building stock includes raised houses,
slab-on-grade ranches, and old brick shotguns, each with unique water paths. Third, the ground moves. Soft soils and
flood histories mean subtle settlement, which telegraphs into racked frames.

Builders who treat door installation in New Orleans LA as a generic hardware chore pay for it later with callbacks. A
proper install here starts before the box gets opened and continues months after the last nail is set.

Choosing the right door for the opening and the exposure

Not every door belongs in every opening. On a south-facing facade in Uptown, a dark-stained wood slab behind a full-
view storm door can cook like an oven. On the lake side, steady breezes and sideways rain punish leaky thresholds. In
the Quarter, historic requirements limit material options and profiles. A few guidelines, developed after more than a few
service trips:

e For heavy sun exposure, fiberglass entry doors hold paint better than solid wood and resist bowing. If the
homeowner insists on wood, opt for a species and construction rated for high heat and specify a light color to
reflect sunlight.

¢ On windward sides, multipoint locking on entry doors in New Orleans LA stabilizes the slab against warping
forces and compresses weatherstripping evenly along the height.

e For patio doors in New Orleans LA, consider outswing French doors over inswing where rain exposure is high. An
outswing sheds water better and resists wind pressure at the seal.

¢ In flood-prone areas, composite or PVC jambs and sills beat finger-jointed pine. I have seen standard wood jambs
wick moisture like a sponge, inviting rot and termites.

While this article centers on doors, similar logic applies to windows New Orleans LA. If you are opening a wall for new
patio doors, it is often the moment to tackle adjacent window installation New Orleans LA for a unified envelope:
energy-efficient windows New Orleans LA, especially casement windows New Orleans LA or double-hung windows
New Orleans LA with proper DP ratings, can help balance pressure and reduce leaks during storms.

The most common mistake: treating “plumb and level” as optional

A door is a machine, and machines hate twist. Frames must be plumb, level, and square at installation or the latch will
drag, the sweep will scrape, and weatherstripping will never fully seat. In older homes where the floors slope and walls
won’t read square, inexperienced installers try to “split the difference.” That shortcut breeds chronic problems.

I keep a 78-inch level, a digital angle finder, and a laser in the truck. The laser saves time on tall entry doors, but the level
tells the truth, especially on old plaster where laser scatter misleads. When jambs fight you, shim decisively and
symmetrically. Which brings us to shims.

Under-shimming or shimming in the wrong places

A door doesn’t need shims everywhere, but it does need them where loads transfer and where hardware lives. The hinge-
side jamb should bear the slab’s weight through tight shimming at every hinge location, and the latch side should be
shimmed to stiffen the strike. I see lots of installations with two fat stacks of cedar shims top and bottom and a hollow



middle. That door will breathe with every open and close, loosening screws and contorting the reveal. It might look fine
on day one and drive you crazy by day thirty.

On wider units like double entry doors New Orleans LA or patio doors New Orleans LA, shimming center stiles and
mullions prevents sag over time. With outswing units, pay extra attention to the head, where wind can hammer the seal.

Missing or misusing flashing

Water does not forgive. If there is a persistent leak complaint in door installation New Orleans LA, nine times out of ten,
the sill pan and side flashing were either skipped or installed like gift wrap rather than as a shingle system. Sill pans can
be preformed or built from liquid-applied or peel-and-stick flashing. What matters is slope to the exterior, continuous
corner protection, and positive lapping with the weather-resistive barrier.

I have opened walls to find the peel-and-stick run upward behind the WRB, creating a water trap. It looks neat to the eye,
but it fights gravity. The WRB should lap over the vertical jamb flashing, not under. Think rain jacket over gloves. The
goal is not an epoxy box but a guided path for water to get out.

Fastener sins

Too short, wrong material, or wrong location. All three show up. In New Orleans, stainless or properly coated fasteners
are not optional if the door faces the weather. Galvanized screws in a salty breeze zone corrode into toothpicks within a
few years.

Length matters. Frame screws need to bite into framing, not drywall or plaster lath. I use 3 to 3.5 inch structural screws
through the shims at hinge and latch points, predrilled to prevent jamb splitting. Avoid sinking fasteners through the face
of the frame where they telegraph through paint and pledge to a life of putty, unless the manufacturer specifies concealed
locations.

Finally, do not reef on hinge screws to pull a warped jamb into line. Fix the plane with shims first, then fasten. Hinge
screws are fine adjusters, not winches.

The weatherstripping that never quite seals

Weatherstripping is geometry. If the frame is twisted, the bulb or fin contacts in some places and floats in others. Even on
a true frame, poorly chosen or poorly seated seals fail. Some factory weatherstripping is generic. On an inswing entry
facing a beating rain, I often replace the standard kerf-in bulb with a slightly taller compression seal, especially at the
head. It is a small upgrade with a big effect.

Threshold sweeps need the same attention. Too tight and they drag and tear, too loose and a winter north wind whistles
across your toes. I like to perform a dollar-bill test around the perimeter: you should feel consistent resistance as you pull
the bill out. On the bottom sweep, look for a uniform line where the sweep contacts the sill.

The threshold: more than a piece of metal

Thresholds in New Orleans do the hardest work. They transition between outside stormwater and inside conditioned air,
they sit close to damp air rising from crawls or slabs, and they take the brunt of foot traffic. A common misstep is
installing the door on a flat sill or a level subfloor without creating positive slope to the exterior. Flat sills hold water.
Water stains on wood floors just inside a threshold often trace back to that one mistake.

I pitch the sill pan 1 to 2 degrees to the exterior and ensure the finished threshold is proud enough to clear flooring but
not so high that it creates a trip hazard. For raised houses, I also backdam interior edges with a small bead of sealant to
discourage inward water migration while maintaining the primary drainage plane to the outside.

Foam: the good, the bad, and the bowed jamb

Expanding foam is a helpful friend replace double-hung windows and a sneaky enemy. Use low-expansion foam rated
for windows and doors, light passes, and patience between lifts to let expansion finish. I once saw a beautiful, square
install ruined in an hour because a helper buried the jamb in high-expansion foam. The jamb bowed inward, the latch
binded, and the only fix was to cut out foam, reshim, and start over.
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In older plaster walls, foam can bond so aggressively it pulls finish coat when the frame moves. A hybrid approach
works: minimal foam for air sealing plus backer rod and sealant where foam would overstuft.

Paint, stain, and the edges everyone ignores

Factory finishes on fiberglass or steel doors are robust, but wood slabs and site-finished jambs need attention, especially
the top and bottom edges. Those edges drink humidity. I have seen stunning mahogany doors with flawless face varnish

and bare tops that turned gray and swelled within a season. Every cut or bore, including lock prep, needs a sealer. Do not
skip end-grain treatment.

Color selection matters for longevity. Dark paint on a west-facing door behind a glass storm unit elevates surface
temperatures dramatically. If a client loves the look, I recommend vented or low-E storm panels and heat-tolerant
finishes, or a switch to a fiberglass slab with a convincing woodgrain.

Hardware alignment and the reality of seasonal movement

Locks and latches installed perfectly on a dry day sometimes misbehave in August. Expect movement and plan for it. [
leave the strike a hair generous vertically, test the reveal under gently applied pressure, and adopt multipoint hardware on
taller doors or windward openings. Screws for top hinges should be long enough to bite framing. Many door sag
complaints on heavy entry doors in New Orleans LA vanish after replacing the two short top-hinge screws with 3-inch
screws into the stud.

For patio doors, rollers and tracks need real adjustment, not force. A common error is muscling a slider whose jamb is out
of square. Correct the frame first, then fine-tune roller height so the meeting stiles align and the interlock seals. Slider
windows New Orleans LA obey the same logic, and the lesson crosses over neatly.

Code, clearances, and threshold realities

Local code requires specific clear openings and safety glazing near doors with large glass areas. In replacement doors
New Orleans LA, particularly where you convert a window to a door for backyard access, check the landing sizes and
step heights. I have seen makeshift stoops that soak up splashback and funnel water into the threshold, turning a fine
installation into a recurring maintenance complaint.

On older homes with high thresholds, preserving historic charm while improving accessibility is a balancing act. A low-
profile threshold with integrated seal packages can keep weather out without adding height. When the floor inside is
unlevel, feather the flooring approach or use a tapered sill extender to avoid a toe-stubber.

When a door replacement should trigger wider envelope fixes

Sometimes a door leaks not because of its own failures, but because the adjacent wall or window assembly is
compromised. If I see peeling paint or soft wood at the base of side casing, I look up. Gutters, roof kick-out flashing, and
window sills above can be the real culprits. When you plan door replacement New Orleans LA, it is smart to evaluate
nearby openings. Replacement windows New Orleans LA done in the same phase lets you integrate flashing and WRB
properly, rather than lapping new into old in ways that trap water.

If you are upgrading to energy-efficient windows New Orleans LA and a new door simultaneously, coordinate U-factor
and SHGC selections with your site orientation. On shady sides near live oaks, I value visible transmittance and daylight.
On sun-baked elevations, a lower SHGC helps comfort and reduces load. Awning windows New Orleans LA can
complement doors on rainy sides because they shed water while venting. Casement windows New Orleans LA seal
harder against wind than double-hung windows New Orleans LA, which can matter along open corridors like Algiers
levee edges. Bay windows New Orleans LA and bow windows New Orleans LA introduce additional roof and sill
flashing details, and they should be considered as integral to the fagade’s water management, not decorations tacked on.

The quiet killer: air leakage

Houses in our climate lose more comfort to uncontrolled air pathways than to bare R-values. A pretty door cannot make
up for a leaky install. Continuous air sealing around the frame, at the sill-to-subfloor joint, and at the interior trim line
pays dividends. It keeps out humid air that condenses in cavities. It reduces the burden on HVAC systems that already
fight dense summer air.



A trick I use: before casing goes on, run a smoke pencil or even a stick of incense around the perimeter on a breezy day.
If smoke pulls into the joint, beef up your air seal with backer rod and high-quality sealant, or carefully supplement foam
where appropriate.

Stainless where it counts, and the patience to let sealants cure

On coastal edges from Venetian Isles to Irish Bayou, hardware corrodes fast. For doors in daily use, hinges and screws
should be stainless or at least high-grade coated, and thresholds with anodized or stainless components last far longer.
The same goes for screws in multipoint gearboxes and for handle sets. If a client balks at the upcharge, I show photos of
corroded hinges after three years. It changes minds.

Sealants need their cure time. Polyurethane and hybrid sealants skin over quickly but set more slowly in humid air. If you
press backer rod and sealant late in the day and paint immediately, adhesion can suffer. Let the chemistry finish. It is the
difference between a crisp bead that flexes with the seasons and one that cracks on its first hot day.

The good kind of belt and suspenders

With doors, redundancy that respects drainage is smart. A properly pitched sill pan, continuous WRB integration, and
neat exterior sealant is not overkill. On the interior, a modest bead at the casing line blocks air while allowing the wall to
dry to the interior if it ever gets wet. If you are fitting storm doors over entry doors New Orleans LA, pick models with
weeps and ensure they do not trap heat or water. On covered galleries, a storm can still blow rain horizontally; a slim drip
cap above the head trim can break surface tension and shed water forward.

Timing: the season affects the fit

Install a door in the wettest week of August with wood content at its plumpest, and by January you might see larger
reveals. Conversely, install in a dry cold snap and the summer swell can pinch your latch. I size reveals with the season in
mind. In general, leave a touch more room in the humid season and be cautious not to leave summers with too-tight
clearances. Keep a note on the job file about the conditions of the install. If you get a callback, you know which way the
wood moved.

A brief, practical checklist for homeowners evaluating a bid

e Ask how the installer handles sill pans and flashing. Listen for slope, shingle lapping, and WRB integration, not
just “we caulk it.”

¢ Confirm fasteners: length into framing and corrosion resistance appropriate for your exposure.

e Discuss materials: jamb type, threshold composition, and whether multipoint hardware makes sense for your
height and wind exposure.

o Clarify finish details: sealing of all edges, especially top and bottom, and paint or stain suited to sun exposure.

¢ Get a sense of aftercare: adjustment visit after the first season if needed, and what warranty covers movement or
leaks.

When doors meet windows, plan the whole elevation

If you are designing a new rear wall with a mix of replacement doors New Orleans LA and replacement windows New
Orleans LA, think like water. The door should have the lowest exit pathway on that wall segment. Head flashings above
picture windows New Orleans LA should throw clear of trim and not dump water onto a transom over a door. Vinyl
windows New Orleans LA pair well with fiberglass doors for durability on wet sides, but you must respect different
thermal movements at the joint with a compatible sealant and a flexible gap.

On modern projects, I have paired slender-framed slider windows New Orleans LA with large multi-slide patio doors.
The simplified profiles look clean, but the bigger the opening, the more accurate the plane must be. Spend time on
framing, check diagonals, and sheathe with care. You cannot shim your way out of a bowed wall over a 12-foot opening.

Living with a well-installed door

A door that closes with a gentle push and a soft latch, that keeps out heat and rain, and that does not complain on windy
nights is one of those everyday luxuries you stop noticing because it just works. Still, a little maintenance keeps it that



way. Lubricate hinges with a dry lube, keep weeps clear, and wipe thresholds to prevent grit from chewing sweeps. If you
feel drag develop, do not force it. Often a quarter turn on a hinge screw or a small strike adjustment restores perfect
operation.

For historic wood doors, a yearly inspection of finish and joints is smart. Fine checks in the finish at the bottom rail tell
you humidity has started its quiet work. Freshen the finish before the wood takes on moisture, not after.

Final thoughts from the field

The difference between an average install and a great one is usually measured in hours, not days. It is the extra time to
get the frame perfect before the slab goes in, the patience to let sealants cure, and the discipline to plan drainage in three
dimensions. New Orleans rewards that care. Doors and windows live longer, energy bills drop a notch, and the house
feels tighter and quieter.

If your project includes window replacement New Orleans LA alongside door installation New Orleans LA, synchronize
details and materials so the whole elevation performs as a system. Awning, casement, double-hung, bay, bow, picture,
slider, and vinyl windows each have their place. Put the right unit in the right opening with the right flashing, and pair it
with the right entry doors New Orleans LA or patio doors New Orleans LA. That is how you avoid the most common
mistakes and end up with a home that handles our heat, humidity, and storms with a shrug.

And if a contractor tells you a door is just a door, ask them to meet you on a mid-August afternoon, with the sun on the
west wall and a storm rolling in. The ones who stay and talk through shims, pans, hardware, and seals are the ones who
will get your project right.
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