Working with a surrogacy agency in Riverside is not just a legal or medical process. It is a very human journey that
involves emotions, money, time, and trust on all sides. When you understand each step clearly, you reduce stress,

catch problems early, and can make calm decisions instead of rushed ones.

What follows reflects how a typical, reputable Riverside or broader Southern California agency runs gestational

surrogacy cases. Details vary by clinic and agency, but the broad arc is consistent.

Why Riverside and California Are So Popular for Surrogacy

If you live in Riverside County, you sit in one of the most surrogacy-friendly regions in the country. That is not

marketing language. It comes down to three practical realities.

First, surrogacy is legal in California and well supported by case law. Courts are accustomed to establishing
parentage for intended parents, including single parents and same-sex couples. That legal clarity is one major

reason California is a popular state for surrogacy.

Second, the region has a dense network of IVF clinics, reproductive endocrinologists, attorneys, and mental health
professionals who regularly work on surrogacy matters. When an agency says, “We have a Riverside clinic partner,”

that often means the lab staff, doctors, and lawyers all know each other's processes and can coordinate efficiently.

Third, California law generally recognizes intended parents as the legal parents in a gestational surrogacy
arrangement, as long as there is a valid written agreement that meets statutory requirements, executed before
embryo transfer, and each side has independent legal counsel. That gives both sides more predictability than in

many other states.

Agency Surrogacy vs Independent: What Actually Changes
A lot of people start with the same two questions:

* What is the difference between an agency and independent surrogacy?

® Are surrogacy agencies worth it?

Independent surrogacy means you and a surrogate (or intended parents, if you are the surrogate) manage the
journey yourselves, often finding each other through online groups, word of mouth, or social media. You still need

a fertility clinic and lawyers, but there is no central coordinator.

An agency-managed journey adds a professional middle layer. A Riverside surrogacy agency typically handles
screening, matching, coordination, escrow referrals, basic education, and a good portion of problem-solving along

the way.
In practice, here is how that difference feels.
With independent surrogacy, you, the intended parent, often:

® Screen potential surrogates yourself using questionnaires you find online.

Research clinics and attorneys without guidance.

* Negotiate compensation and expectations directly.

Track appointments, contracts, reimbursements, and insurance personally.



Experienced families sometimes prefer this autonomy. It can reduce agency fees, but only if nothing goes sideways.

When medical or legal surprises hit, independent journeys can become more expensive than agency ones.
With a Riverside agency, you typically:

* Work with pre-screened surrogate candidates that meet clinic and legal requirements.
® Use established attorney relationships and tried-and-tested contract language.
* Have a case manager organizing communication, logistics, and timelines.
* Rely on standardized financial structures, including escrow and transparent budgeting.
So, are surrogacy agencies worth it? In my experience, for first-time intended parents and first-time surrogates,

the answer is usually yes, particularly in states like California where the volume of cases allows agencies to refine

their systems. The agency fee pays for reduced risk, smoother coordination, and often, your own peace of mind.

The 8 Key Steps of Surrogacy with a Riverside Agency

Most Riverside agencies follow a version of these steps. Names may differ, but the substance is similar.

—_

. Initial consultation and agency selection
. Surrogate application and screening
. Matching and getting to know each other

. Medical evaluation and clinic clearance

. Embryo transfer and pregnancy monitoring

2

3

4

5. Legal contracts and parentage planning
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7. Birth planning, hospital coordination, and legal finalization
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. Post-birth transition and ongoing relationship

Let us walk through each step in more detail, from both intended parent and surrogate perspectives.

Step 1: Initial Consultation and Choosing a Riverside Agency

If you are asking, “How do | choose a surrogacy agency?” or “Where can | find a surrogacy agency in Riverside?”,
you are not alone. The Riverside corridor has local agencies, and many Los Angeles or Orange County agencies

also handle Riverside County cases.

The initial consultation is usually a video call or in-person meeting. Reputable agencies rarely pressure you to sign

on the spot. Instead, they walk you through the process, timelines, basic costs, and their philosophy.

When people ask me, "What is the best surrogacy agency in Riverside?”, | steer them away from one-word
answers. The “best” agency is the one that fits your situation: your budget, your expectations about
communication, and your values around issues like selective reduction, number of embryos transferred, and

openness between parties.
A short, focused list of questions helps sort agencies quickly.
Here are five questions to ask a surrogacy agency during that first call:

1. How many surrogacy cases did you complete in the last year, and how many are currently active?
2. How do you screen your surrogates and intended parents, and who performs the evaluations?

3. What is included in your surrogacy agency fees, and what is explicitly not included?



4. How do you handle conflicts or mismatches during the journey?

5. Can you walk me through a recent challenging case and how it was resolved?

The way an agency answers these questions tells you a lot about transparency and competence. You should come

away with clear written materials that outline typical costs, rough timelines, and expectations.

Step 2: Surrogate Application and Screening

From the surrogate’s side, the process often starts with an online form, then a phone interview. Agencies in

California are held to high standards, and reputable ones usually follow clinic-level criteria.
Common requirements to become a surrogate in California include:

* Age typically between 21 and 40
® At least one prior uncomplicated full-term pregnancy and birth

* No serious pregnancy-related complications like uncontrolled preeclampsia, severe gestational diabetes, or

multiple late miscarriages
e Stable home environment and reliable support system

* Non-smoker, no significant substance use, and generally healthy BMI

Mental health screening is equally important. A licensed mental health professional familiar with third-party
reproduction evaluates whether a candidate truly understands the emotional implications, including separation

from the baby, potential medical risks, and family dynamics.

People often ask, “What disqualifies you from being a surrogate?” Significant mental health concerns not well
controlled, certain serious medical conditions, poor pregnancy history, or unstable living situations can all be

disqualifiers. A reputable agency will tell you this directly rather than trying to push a risky case forward.

For intended parents, this screening stage is usually invisible, but it explains why "How long does it take to be
matched with a surrogate?” rarely has a simple answer. In Riverside County, with current demand, a realistic range
is three to twelve months, depending on your criteria and how many surrogates your agency is actively

onboarding.

Step 3: Matching and Building the Relationship

Once surrogates pass preliminary screening and intended parents sign with an agency, the matching process

begins.
Agencies typically match on:

* Medical compatibility and clinic requirements
* Views on number of embryos transferred and selective reduction
e Communication style and openness
® Geography and travel comfort
* Preferences about single or partnered parents, same-sex couples, or international families
If you are a potential surrogate wondering, “Can you choose who you are a surrogate for?”, in practice, yes. Both

sides must agree. You will review intended parent profiles, and you have full freedom to decline a match that does

not feel right.



Intended parents get a similar chance to review surrogate profiles and ask questions. A video call follows,
sometimes two. A good agency coach or case manager facilitates but does not control the conversation. By the
time you both say "yes,” you should have covered expectations around communication, how you will share

updates, and how much contact you want after birth.

This is also where you clarify values around sensitive topics, like termination for severe anomalies or what happens
if the pregnancy carries health risks to the surrogate. If you skip these conversations early, they do not disappear.

They resurface later under stress, which is the worst time.

Step 4: Medical Evaluation and Clinic Clearance

After a mutual match, the fertility clinic takes the lead. This is the step that answers the question, “How does the

surrogacy process work medically?”
The surrogate undergoes a thorough medical workup. That usually includes:

® Review of prior pregnancy and delivery records
® Physical exam by a reproductive endocrinologist
e Uterine imaging, often saline sonogram or hysteroscopy

* Infectious disease testing (for both surrogate and sometimes partner)

Additional lab work to ensure she can safely carry a pregnancy

For intended parents, the clinic checks embryo quality, remaining embryos in storage, and any needed testing of
eggs or sperm if embryos are not yet created. If you have not done IVF yet, you may need several months of your

own treatment before your embryos are ready.

Clinics have the final say on whether a surrogate is medically cleared, even if the agency likes the match. Rarely, a
surrogate fails clinic clearance because of uterine factors, scarring, or other medical issues. A good Riverside agency

is honest about this risk up front and has a plan if it happens, such as rematching without extra agency fees.

Step 5: Legal Contracts and Parentage Planning
This is the step that addresses several of the most common questions:

* |s surrogacy legal in California?

® What are the legal requirements for surrogacy in California?
® Who are the legal parents in a surrogacy arrangement?

* Do you need a lawyer for surrogacy?

Gestational surrogacy is legal in California, but the protection comes from doing it correctly. That means detailed

written agreements, signed before embryo transfer, with each party having independent legal counsel.

Intended parents hire a surrogacy attorney to draft the gestational carrier agreement and parentage documents.
The surrogate has her own attorney, paid for by the intended parents, who reviews the contract with her line by

line.
The agreement normally sets out:

* Base compensation and schedule of payments
® Reimbursement for maternity clothes, travel, lost wages, childcare, and other costs

* Agreement on number of embryos per transfer



® Decisions around termination and selective reduction

® Expectations for lifestyle restrictions during pregnancy

® |nsurance details and what happens if there is a gap in coverage
¢ Confidentiality and communication expectations

* What happens if medical complications arise

Under California law, when the process is followed correctly, the intended parents are recognized as the legal
parents, not the surrogate. Courts can issue pre-birth orders that direct the hospital to list the intended parents

on the birth certificate immediately.

This step is where a reputable agency shines. They know which lawyers in Riverside and surrounding counties
regularly handle surrogacy cases, and they anticipate issues like out-of-state birth certificates, foreign consulates

for international parents, or unique hospital policies.

As for surrogate rights in California: she has the right to her own lawyer, the right to informed consent on all
medical procedures, and the right to bodily autonomy. No contract can force her to undergo a medical procedure
she refuses. The agreement can spell out financial consequences if she breaches certain terms, but her health

decisions remain hers.

Step 6: Embryo Transfer and Pregnancy Monitoring

Once legal contracts are complete, the clinic prepares for the embryo transfer. For gestational surrogacy, the
surrogate carries an embryo created from the intended parents’ or donors’ gametes. This is the key difference
between gestational and traditional surrogacy. In traditional surrogacy, which is uncommon in agency practice
in California, the surrogate’s own egg is used, making her genetically related to the child. Agencies and clinics

almost always use gestational surrogacy because it is legally and emotionally clearer.

The surrogate starts medications to prepare the uterine lining. The embryo transfer itself is a brief procedure,

usually done without anesthesia. Most surrogates are cleared to go home the same day.

From that point, the calendar begins to matter. Blood tests about ten to twelve days later check whether
implantation occurred. If pregnancy is confirmed, early monitoring at the fertility clinic continues until about ten to

twelve weeks, when care usually transitions to a local obstetrician.

Intended parents often ask, "What is the success rate of surrogacy?” Success depends mainly on embryo quality
and the surrogate’s health. With a healthy gestational carrier and tested embryos in a modern California IVF clinic,
live birth rates per transfer can be in the range of 50 to 70 percent, sometimes higher with genetically tested
embryos, but clinics vary. A trustworthy agency will direct you to clinic-specific statistics rather than quoting a

single generic number.

Step 7: Birth Planning, Hospital Coordination, and Legal Finalization
As the pregnancy progresses, the focus shifts to practical questions.
Who will be in the delivery room?

How will the hospital staff know who the parents are? What if the intended parents are flying in from another

state or country?

Your agency and attorneys coordinate with the hospital social work department and labor and delivery staff,

especially in Riverside County hospitals that frequently handle surrogate births. They share the pre-birth order or



parentage documents, note any language needs, and confirm rooming arrangements and security procedures.

On the legal side, attorneys ensure that parentage orders are filed and executed on schedule. In most California
gestational surrogacy cases, the intended parents’ names go directly on the original birth certificate. For some
international families, there may be additional steps with their home country, but that is separate from California

law.

Intended parents often feel a mix of joy and awkwardness at the hospital. A good agency or doula can coach them
through those first hours and days, especially around boundaries. The surrogate needs space to recover physically.
The parents need private bonding time with the baby. When everyone has agreed on expectations ahead of time,

that transition tends to go smoothly.

Step 8: Post-Birth Transition and Future Contact
The journey does not end when the baby is discharged.

From a legal standpoint, some documents may still be in process, especially if one parent is not genetically related

and needs confirmatory paperwork. Your attorney will track this.

Emotionally, both surrogates and intended parents often need a debrief. Reputable Riverside agencies schedule at
least one follow-up call or meeting to check on mental health, answer lingering questions, and make sure

reimbursements are finalized.

Many people ask, quietly, “Is it strange to stay in touch?” or “Can we step back without hurting feelings?” There is
no single right answer. Some matches become lifelong extended family, with annual photos and visits. Others
exchange occasional holiday updates. A few prefer to end contact respectfully after birth. What matters is that the

arrangement matches what you discussed before you ever transferred an embryo.

Costs, Agency Fees, and Surrogate Compensation in Riverside

Money questions are unavoidable, and it is better to confront them honestly.

How much does surrogacy cost in California?

For intended parents, a full gestational surrogacy journey in California commonly totals between 120,000 and
200,000 dollars or more, depending on:

® |VF clinic fees and number of transfer attempts

* Surrogate compensation

® Health insurance structure

* Agency fees and legal costs

® Travel and support services
That is a wide range, but any agency that quotes a flat figure without explaining the variables is not being

transparent.

How much does a surrogacy agency charge, and what is included?

Surrogacy agency fees in Riverside and surrounding areas often land between 20,000 and 40,000 dollars,

sometimes higher for very hands-on boutique services or international coordination.

What is included in surrogacy agency fees typically covers:



® Surrogate recruitment and application processing

¢ |nitial medical and psychological screening coordination

* Matching services and profile creation

e (Case management throughout pregnancy and post-birth
® Coordination with attorneys, clinics, and escrow

® Basic support for both surrogate and intended parents

What is not included: IVF clinic costs, legal fees, insurance premiums, surrogate base compensation and

reimbursements, and any donor costs.

When people ask “Are there financing options for surrogacy?”, the answer is generally yes, but they usually come
from third-party lenders, fertility financing companies, or home equity loans, not directly from agencies. A

Riverside agency can typically refer you to lenders familiar with reproductive medicine costs.

How much do surrogates get paid in Riverside and California?

Compensation varies based on prior experience, local cost of living, and agency policies. As of recent years,
first-time surrogates in California might see base compensation in the range of 45,000 to 60,000 dollars.

Experienced surrogates, particularly those with prior successful agency journeys, can receive more.
On top of base pay, there are commonly:

® Monthly allowances or stipends
® Reimbursements for travel, childcare, and lost wages
* Additional payments for invasive procedures, multiples, or C-section
When someone asks "How much do surrogates make in California?” they are usually not just asking about

Riverside Best Surrogacy Agencies money. They want to know whether surrogacy is a full-time job. It is not. It is

more accurate to view compensation as recognition of the physical risk, time, and disruption to her own family life.

Insurance and Financial Risk Management

“Is surrogacy covered by insurance in California?” is a tricky question, because the answer depends on the specific

plan.

Some health insurance plans cover pregnancy regardless of how conception occurred, including surrogate
pregnancies. Others explicitly exclude surrogate pregnancies, or they may require additional riders. Many

surrogacy agencies in Riverside partner with insurance specialists who review policies to avoid surprises.

If the surrogate’s policy excludes surrogacy, intended parents often purchase a separate maternity plan or a
specialized plan designed for surrogate pregnancies. These can be expensive, but they protect against catastrophic

costs if complications arise.

This is another area where agencies earn their fees. Misreading a policy on your own can cost more than the

agency fee you hoped to save.

Who Can Use a Surrogate in California?

California is relatively inclusive.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/VkSV16DhktwueGue9

* Married couples, unmarried couples, and single individuals can all work with surrogates and surrogacy

agencies. So if you are wondering, “Can single people use a surrogacy agency?” the answer in California is yes.

* Same-sex couples regularly use surrogacy in California, including in Riverside County, and courts are
accustomed to establishing parentage for both fathers or both mothers, depending on the genetic

configuration and legal planning.

Requirements focus more on stability, ability to support a child, and psychological readiness, rather than marital
status or sexual orientation. Agencies conduct psychosocial evaluations of intended parents to protect everyone,

including the future child.

How Long Does the Surrogacy Process Take?
The full arc, from first agency consultation to bringing a baby home, frequently spans 15 to 24 months.
A rough breakdown looks like this:

® 1 to 3 months: agency consultations, sign-on, and initial intended parent workup

3 to 12 months: surrogate screening and matching

® 1 to 3 months: legal contracts and medical clearance

1 to 3 months: embryo transfer attempts until a viable pregnancy

9 months: pregnancy itself

Shorter journeys do happen, especially if a pre-screened surrogate match appears quickly and the first transfer
succeeds. Longer ones happen too, particularly when multiple transfer attempts are needed or if the intended

parents are still in their own IVF cycle.

The key is to view surrogacy as a marathon with distinct stages, not as a single event.

Finding a Reputable Surrogacy Agency Near You in Riverside County

When clients ask, “How do | find a reputable surrogacy agency near me?” | suggest focusing less on glossy

websites and more on verifiable experience.

SHADY/CANYON

Look for agencies that:



® Have completed multiple Riverside or Inland Empire cases, not just Los Angeles or San Diego. Local hospital
familiarity helps.

e Work with established reproductive law attorneys in California, not general family law practitioners dabbling in
surrogacy.

* Are transparent about fees, match times, and risk of rematch.

e Offer references or testimonials you can speak to privately, not only curated online reviews.

® Treat surrogates as partners, not as “inventory.”

You do not need the single "best” surrogacy agency in Riverside. You need a good fit, backed by professionals who

will still answer your calls when things get complicated.

Surrogacy asks a lot from everyone involved. Intended parents must trust another person with a pregnancy they
deeply care about. Surrogates must commit their body and time to help build a family they will not raise. Agencies,

clinics, and lawyers hold the responsibility of building a safe structure around that vulnerable arrangement.

When you understand each of the eight key steps, ask hard questions, and choose your Riverside partners
carefully, the process becomes less mysterious. It remains emotional, but it is no longer opaque. You can walk it

one stage at a time, knowing what comes next and why each step matters.
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