
Does Delta Airlines Offer Bereavement Fares 
in 2026?
Traveling after the death or imminent death of a close family member can be emotionally difficult 
and financially stressful. Families often need to arrange flights quickly, sometimes without the 
opportunity to book tickets in advance.

Delta Air Lines offers a bereavement fare policy for eligible SkyMiles members who need to travel 
because of the death or imminent death of an immediate family member. The policy provides 
certain booking and change flexibility, although it does not guarantee the lowest available airfare.

Understanding Delta Airlines Bereavement Fares can help travelers explore their options, prepare 
the necessary information, and arrange emergency travel more confidently.

Delta Airlines Bereavement Fares

https://www.esyflyhub.com/blog/delta-airlines-bereavement-fares


Can You Change Your Delta Flight Date or Time Online?

Yes, Delta generally allows 
passengers to change eligible 
flight reservations online. You can 
review available alternatives, 
compare departure times, and 
select a different travel date when 
your ticket qualifies for changes.

The online process is useful if you 
need to leave earlier, travel a few 
days later, or select another 
available flight. You can usually 
access your reservation through 
the My Trips section of Delta's 
website.

Before beginning, keep your 
booking confirmation number and 
passenger information available. 
You should also review your 
original ticket conditions to 
understand whether your 
reservation is eligible for 
modification.



Does Delta Offer Bereavement Fares in 2026?

Delta's bereavement policy is intended for SkyMiles members who need to travel because of the death or imminent 
death of an immediate family member.

The airline's definition of immediate family includes:
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Spouse or 
domestic 
partner

Parent, 
stepparent, or 
parent-in-law

Child, stepchild, 
or son- or 
daughter-in-law

Sibling, 
stepsibling, or 
sibling-in-law

Grandparent 
or grandchild
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Aunt, uncle, 
niece, or 
nephew

Eligibility depends on Delta's current policy and the circumstances of the trip. Travelers who are not SkyMiles 
members may be able to enroll before requesting a qualifying fare.


Contact Delta directly to confirm whether your relationship and travel circumstances meet the 
requirements.



How to Book Delta Airlines Bereavement Fares?

Bereavement fares cannot be purchased directly through Delta's standard online booking process. Travelers must 
contact a Delta representative to request assistance.

Contact Delta through its customer 
support messaging service or 

reservations telephone number.

Gather your travel dates 
and destination details.

Review the ticket conditions 
before confirming the reservation.
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Prepare information about 
the immediate family 

member.

Compare the available fare with 
other eligible options.

Explain the circumstances and 
request information about 

bereavement fares.

Delta's published U.S. reservations number for bereavement fare assistance is 800-221-1212. Availability 
and booking conditions should be confirmed directly with the airline.



What Documents and Information Are Required?

Delta may request information to 
verify eligibility for a bereavement 
fare. Preparing the relevant details in 
advance can make the booking 
process more straightforward.

Travelers should be ready to 
provide:

The name of the deceased family 
member

Their relationship to the traveler

Hospital or hospice information 
when relevant

Proposed travel dates and 
destinations

Passenger and reservation details

The name and telephone number 
of the funeral home, if applicable

Required documentation is subject to verification. 
Delta may request additional information 
depending on the circumstances.

Passengers should provide accurate information 
and ask the representative which documents are 
necessary before completing the booking.



Are Delta Bereavement Fares Cheaper?

Delta Airlines Bereavement Fares are not always the least expensive option. Their potential value may come from 
additional flexibility rather than a guaranteed percentage discount.

The airline states that qualifying bereavement tickets may provide flexibility for the outbound and/or return 
portion of a journey by waiving certain service fees. However, fare differences may still apply.

Before making a decision, compare:

1
Regular published fares 

for the same itinerary

3
Change and 

cancellation conditions
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Comparing the total cost and ticket restrictions can help travelers choose the most appropriate option during an emergency.

The bereavement 
fare offered by the 

representative

Available 
promotional prices

Any applicable 
baggage charges



Can You Change a Delta Flight Using the Mobile App?

Delta's bereavement policy includes several important restrictions. Travelers should review the applicable terms 
before purchasing a ticket.

Key rules include:
Travel must begin within seven days of 

the death or imminent death of the 
qualifying immediate family member.

Ticketing penalties covered by the 
policy may be waived, but fare 

differences can remain payable.
Reservations are subject 

to availability.
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Tickets must be issued 
immediately when booked 

under the policy.

Standard baggage fees generally 
remain the passenger's 

responsibility.

The policy applies to eligible Delta-marketed and Delta-operated flights, including Delta Connection services. Additional 
conditions may depend on the itinerary.

International tickets may 
have additional restrictions.



What If You Need to Change Your Flight?

Unexpected circumstances can 
affect emergency travel plans. 
Delta's bereavement policy provides 
certain flexibility for changing eligible 
reservations, including applicable 
waivers of service fees.

However, passengers should not 
assume every change will be free. If 
the replacement flight costs more 
than the original ticket, the traveler 
may need to pay the difference.

Before changing a reservation:

Contact Delta reservations.

Explain the reason for the requested 
change.

Compare the available replacement 
flights.

Confirm any additional fare or other 
charges.

Ask whether the ticket qualifies for a 
service-fee waiver.

Refund eligibility also depends on the ticket's 
terms. Delta states that refunds under the 
bereavement policy are permitted only for 
unrestricted bereavement tickets.



Alternatives to Bereavement Fares

If a bereavement fare is unavailable or costs more than another ticket, travelers can consider alternative options.

These may include:

1 Checking promotional 
fares available through 

Delta

3 Reviewing the ticket's 
change and 

cancellation rules
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Comparing regular 
economy fares across 

different departure 
times 2

Considering flexible 
travel dates when 

circumstances allow 4

Asking a Delta 
representative about 

other applicable options

Passengers should also investigate whether an existing reservation can be modified rather than purchasing a completely new ticket.
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