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Are United Airlines Flight Change Fees Applicable?

Yes, United Airlines permits changes to many 
reservations. However, the available options 
depend on the ticket type, destination, original 
booking conditions, and applicable airline 
policies.

For many standard Economy and premium-
cabin tickets originating in the United States, 
United has eliminated traditional change fees. 
This generally applies to most domestic flights 
and many international itineraries, although 
Basic Economy and certain special fares may 
have different restrictions.

Passengers should understand that no 
change fee does not necessarily mean a 
completely free flight change. If the 
replacement flight costs more than the 
original ticket, travelers generally need to pay 
the fare difference. If the new flight costs less, 
eligibility for a travel credit or refund depends 
on the fare rules and circumstances.

Always check the specific reservation before 
making changes because exceptions may 
apply to certain international departures, 
partner-operated flights, and special fares.



United Airlines Change Flight Fees in 2026

The cost of changing a United Airlines reservation depends on the ticket purchased and the price of the 
replacement flight.

Eligible standard tickets: Many tickets do not have a separate change fee.

Basic Economy: Changes may be restricted, although eligible tickets and itineraries can have 
exceptions.

Fare difference: Passengers generally pay the difference when the new flight is more expensive.

Lower-priced replacement flights: A travel credit or other adjustment may be available depending 
on the fare rules.

Award tickets: MileagePlus award reservations have separate rules that may allow changes without a 
traditional change fee, subject to applicable conditions.

For example, if the original ticket costs $300 and the replacement flight costs $380, the passenger may need to pay an additional $80 
when no separate change fee applies.

These figures are illustrative only. Actual charges depend on the reservation and current fare availability.



How to Change a United Airlines Flight Online

Passengers can usually modify eligible reservations through United's official website. The online process is 
convenient because travelers can review alternative flights and available prices before confirming a change.

Follow these steps:

Visit the official United 
Airlines website.

Open the flight management 
or Change Flight section.

Enter your confirmation 
number and last name.

Review the alternative 
flights displayed.

Compare departure times, travel 
dates, and fare differences.

Confirm the new itinerary and 
complete any required 

payment.

Retrieve your reservation and select the flight you want to change.

After the change is processed, review the updated confirmation email and itinerary. Make sure the new travel 
dates, passenger information, and flight details are correct.



Can You Change a United Airlines Flight on the 
Same Day?

United Airlines offers same-day flight change options, subject to eligibility and 
availability. These options can help travelers who need to depart earlier or later 
than originally planned.

Passengers may be able to request a confirmed same-day change through the 
airline's website, mobile app, or airport staff. Eligibility can depend on the route, 
ticket conditions, and available seats.

United also offers same-day standby options on eligible itineraries. Standby does 
not guarantee a seat on the requested flight; passengers must wait for availability 
and follow the airline's instructions.

Travelers should review the conditions of their reservation before selecting an 
alternative flight. A confirmed change and a standby request are different services, 
so passengers should not assume that joining a standby list guarantees an earlier 
departure.



United Airlines Basic Economy Flight Change Rules

Basic Economy tickets generally have 
more restrictions than standard Economy 
fares. These tickets are designed to offer 
a lower initial price, but travelers may 
have fewer options if their plans change.

Before purchasing a Basic Economy 
ticket, review the fare conditions carefully. 
Depending on the ticket and applicable 
exceptions, changing the reservation 
may be restricted or unavailable.

Passengers should not assume that the 
no-change-fee policy applies equally to 
every Basic Economy booking. If flexibility 
is important, compare the restrictions 
and overall cost of the available fare 
types before buying.

Travelers who have already booked 
should retrieve their reservation online or 
contact United to determine the options 
available for that specific ticket.



How to Change a United Airlines Flight Through the 
Mobile App

The United Airlines mobile app provides another convenient way to manage eligible 
reservations. Passengers can access their trips, review flight information, and 
explore available changes.

To get started, open the United app and locate your reservation. Follow the available 
flight-management options, select an alternative itinerary, and review any fare 
difference or applicable charges.

Before confirming, verify the departure airport, arrival airport, travel date, and 
departure time. Save the updated itinerary after the transaction is completed.

The mobile app is particularly useful when travelers need to review their 
reservations while away from a computer. However, some complex changes may 
require assistance from United's customer service team or a travel agent.



Changing International United Airlines Flights

International flight changes can involve 
additional considerations, including 
fare rules, partner airlines, route 
restrictions, and travel documentation.

Although many eligible tickets 
originating in the United States have no 
traditional change fee, international 
itineraries are not all governed by 
identical conditions. Trips beginning 
outside the United States may have 
different change-fee rules.

Passengers should also consider 
whether changing their itinerary affects 
connecting flights, visa requirements, 
entry permissions, or other travel 
arrangements.

For reservations involving multiple 
airlines, the original ticketing 
arrangements may determine how 
changes can be processed. Review the 
fare conditions and contact the ticket 
issuer if the booking was made through 
a travel agency or another airline.

Always confirm the complete revised 
itinerary before finalizing an 
international flight change.



What Happens When United Airlines Changes or 
Cancels Your Flight?

Sometimes, passengers need to change their plans because United Airlines modifies 
or cancels a scheduled flight. In these situations, the available options may differ 
from those for a voluntary passenger-requested change.

Depending on the circumstances, United may offer rebooking on another flight or 
other options under its policies. Passengers should check their email, text messages, 
mobile app notifications, and reservation details for updates.

If the replacement itinerary does not meet their needs, travelers should review the 
alternatives provided by United and contact customer support if necessary.

Refund eligibility depends on the circumstances, applicable regulations, and ticket 
conditions. Eligible passengers whose flights are canceled or significantly changed 
may have refund rights. Review the airline's current refund policy before making a 
decision.



Tips to Avoid Extra Flight Change Costs

Passengers can take several practical 
steps to make flight changes easier 
and potentially reduce expenses.

Compare fares before booking: Consider the 
flexibility offered by different ticket types.

Read the fare rules: Check restrictions before 
purchasing a discounted ticket.

Review replacement prices: A ticket with no 
change fee can still require an additional 
payment.

Make changes early: Reviewing alternatives 
before departure may provide more choices, 
although availability is never guaranteed.

Keep confirmation details: Save your 
booking reference and updated itinerary.

Check travel waivers: Special policies may 
apply during severe weather or major travel 
disruptions.
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