
You notice it first at dusk, driving west with the sun dead ahead. The light hits the glass, and your windshield turns into a
curtain of sparkles. Not pretty sparkles, the kind that scatter your eyes and force you to squint. You swipe the wipers, but
nothing clears. Then the semis pass, throwing a dust cloud that adds a thousand more specks to the damage. That is
windshield pitting, a slow grind that turns strong laminated glass into hazy sandpaper.

People think of a windshield as either intact or cracked, fixable or not. Pitting gives you a softer failure mode, and that is
exactly why it sneaks up on drivers. It rarely starts with a dramatic bang. It is a season of road grit, weather, and
everyday driving. If you live in or around Anderson and you log miles on the interstate or chip-sealed county roads, you
will see pitting sooner than you think. Knowing when to call local pros for assessment, and when to choose full
replacement, protects your vision and your safety. It also saves money, because the wrong “patch” can push you into a
premature second job.

This guide draws on shop-floor experience and windshield standards that guide safe replacement. We will talk about
what pitting actually is, how to gauge severity without guesswork, when polishing makes sense, how insurance looks at
it, and how to select the right anderson auto glass partner for a clean, warrantied install.

Pitting is not dirt, and wipers won’t fix it

A windshield is laminated: two layers of glass fused to a polyvinyl butyral interlayer. The outer surface takes the abuse.
Pitting happens when micro-impacts chip that outer surface cracked windshield Anderson at a microscopic scale. Sand
grains, salt crystals, metal debris, even windborne ash can nick the glass. Multiply that by months and you get a field of
tiny voids and craters. Each micro-crater scatters light. Together they turn oncoming headlights into starbursts and
daytime glare into a white film.

If you rub your fingertip across a badly pitted windshield, it feels like a chalkboard. The wipers chatter because the
rubber can’t track consistently across those tiny cavities. Replace the blades and you’ll get quieter swipes for a week,
then the chatter returns. Cleaners do nothing because there is no contaminant to remove. The damage is baked into the
glass surface.

On highways that lay down winter sand or gritty de-icer, pitting speeds up. In construction zones where hauling trucks
shed pea gravel, it accelerates. The forward-leaning rake of modern windshields also presents a bigger surface to stones
flicked up by tires. Even if you never catch a full crack, the sandblasting effect continues, mile after mile.

How much pitting is too much?

Here is the hard part: there is no single magic number. You assess pitting by how it affects optical clarity, how it interacts
with stress, and where the damage sits in your primary field of view. In practice, these are the cues that matter on the
road.

First, glare and halos. When you face sunrise or headlights at night, do you see halos around lights that force you to
refocus? If you find yourself leaning forward to see under the glare band, that is not just annoying, it is dangerous. In our
shop experience, any windshield that causes regular squinting during dawn and dusk commutes is already past its
serviceable optical life.

Second, the wet test. Spray the glass with clean water, then wipe with fresh washer fluid. If the water sheets off unevenly
and leaves a peppered, dull appearance across the wiper path, the surface profile has eroded. This test exaggerates the
pits, but that is the point. If the glass still looks dull after it dries, the micro-cratering is significant.

Third, tactile feel. Lightly drag the back of a fingernail across the wiper arc. If you feel fine rasping, that is pitting. If you
hear your nail catching, that is advanced pitting with sharp micro-chips that can shred new wiper blades quickly.

Fourth, nighttime rain. Take note of how raindrops disperse light from oncoming traffic. On sound glass, each droplet has
a sharp edge. On pitted glass, the whole scene blurs. If night rain becomes stressful, you are not imagining it.

Finally, look for companion stars. Pitted windshields often pick up tiny star breaks that do not immediately spider. One or
two can be repaired. Dozens indicate that the glass surface is brittle and any major temperature swing could propagate
cracks.

A technician from an anderson windshield replacement team will use light angles and a polarized lens to see the scatter
profile across the glass. They do not just count pits. They evaluate how the pitting cluster interferes with your forward
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vision zone, which is roughly the area swept by the driver-side wiper. Heavy pitting outside this zone is cosmetic. In the
primary zone, it is a safety factor.

Can you polish it out?

Sometimes. Pitting is not the same as haze from surface water spots or mineral deposits. Polishing can remove mineral
film and even reduce the feel of superficial micro-pits, but it cannot safely restore a heavily sandblasted windshield.
Glass polishing compounds remove material. Remove too much and you distort the optical plane, which is worse than
pitting. A quarter millimeter of uneven removal can create a funhouse ripple you will notice every time you change lanes.

There is a limited use case for professional resurfacing. If the pitting is light and outside the driver’s primary field, an
experienced glass technician can machine-polish that arc to smooth out the worst roughness. The goal is not perfection, it
is to quiet the wipers and reduce scatter until the glass naturally ages out. If the pitting covers the primary field or you
can see halos in broad daylight, polishing is a temporary bandage at best.

DIY polishing kits promise miracles. What they often deliver is a smudged optical plane and heat stress from
overworking a small area with a drill pad. Heat can make micro-cracks run. If you try it and the result is inconsistent, you
are now paying to replace a windshield that might have lasted another season. We see this happen more than anyone
admits.

A straightforward rule helps. If you can feel the pits with a light fingertip sweep, and if they extend across the driver’s
wiper path, skip polishing and talk to a professional. If the roughness is barely perceptible and mostly along the
passenger side, a cautious polish might win you a year.

Safety beats tolerance when airbags and cameras come into play

A modern windshield is part of your vehicle’s safety cage. It braces the roof in a rollover. It provides a backboard for the
passenger airbag, which uses the glass to deploy at the correct angle. For vehicles with ADAS features like lane-keeping
and forward collision warning, the windshield houses the camera bracket, the rain sensor, and sometimes a heated wiper
area. Pitting affects more than comfort.

Light scatter in front of an ADAS camera can degrade its ability to detect lane lines and brake lights, especially in low
sun or headlight glare. The calibration might still pass at the shop, but you will notice phantom lane warnings or late
alerts in marginal conditions. If you have noticed the camera misreading lanes in the evening while your windshield
sparkles, the pitting is likely contributing.

The other safety layer is structural. While pitting itself does not reduce the lamination’s bond, it does create stress risers.
Combine that with a winter morning blast of defrost on a subfreezing glass, and a hairline crack can walk across the
windshield. Once pitting advances to this stage, replacement is not optional.

The Anderson driving environment punishes glass
Any shop that sees a lot of highway commuters can pick out the pattern. Vehicles that run I-85 and I-26 corridors,
especially behind gravel trucks and trailers, show a rash of pitting by 30,000 to 50,000 miles. Add road resurfacing
seasons with chip seal and you can see a windshield go from clear to frosted in one hot summer. Rural routes with
tractors and loose aggregate shed by dump trucks add to the load.

Seasonality matters too. In late winter and early spring, crews use sand and cinders that linger long after the thaw. Those
months do most of the damage. Drivers who run pre-dawn routes will see it sooner because they face headlight glare at
the worst angles. City drivers collect pitting more slowly, but once the wipers start stuttering at every stoplight, the daily
grind adds up just the same.

This is why local experience matters. Anderson auto glass professionals recognize the pattern and can evaluate whether
your windshield will make it through another winter safely. They also know which replacement glass options resist chip
damage better in our mix of highway and rural roads.

When to call the Anderson windshield replacement experts

If you are on the fence, use this short checkpoint. It is not a diagnostic tool for everything glass, but it will push you
toward a safe decision faster than guesswork.



You see halos or starbursts around oncoming lights most nights and find yourself leaning to change your view
angle.
Wipers chatter within a week of replacement and leave a hazy smear in the primary driver arc.
The wet test leaves the glass looking dull and peppered across the driver-side sweep, even after it dries.
An ADAS camera begins to misread lanes more often in sun-glare conditions, and the lens itself is clean.
Small star chips appear more frequently, suggesting the surface is becoming brittle.

Any one of these is reason enough to book an assessment. Two or more points means you are living with compromised
optics and you are rolling the dice during night rain or twilight glare. An inspection by a trusted anderson windshield
replacement shop costs little or nothing and gives you a clear recommendation: live with it, polish selectively, or replace
with calibration.

What a good inspection looks like

A proper assessment takes 15 to 30 minutes. The tech will check for crack propagation, chip density, and optical scatter
in the forward field. Expect a quick lens inspection for ADAS cameras and a look at how the wipers are wearing. On
heavily pitted glass, the blades will show uneven wear ridges after just a few weeks. If you carry comprehensive
coverage, they will also walk you through whether the insurer considers pitting a covered loss. Usually it is classified as
wear, not a sudden event, which means it is not covered. But an aggregate event, like heavy road blasting after a nearby
repaving that left hundreds of fresh impacts in a short period, sometimes qualifies. It depends on documentation and
timing.

If replacement makes sense, talk through glass options. Original equipment manufacturer (OEM) glass is the safest
default for newer vehicles with complex camera brackets and acoustic layers. High-quality aftermarket glass can perform
well on older models or on vehicles without intricate sensor arrays. The difference in price can be 20 to 40 percent, and
that matters if you are paying out of pocket. A reputable shop will be honest about the trade-off and will not push a
premium option where it brings no benefit.

A clear windshield is a calibration job now

Any vehicle with a forward camera needs calibration after a windshield swap. Static calibration uses targets at fixed
distances. Dynamic calibration requires a road drive at specific speeds to verify camera alignment. Many vehicles need
both. Shops that specialize in anderson auto glass installs will have the space and equipment to do this in-house. If a shop
outsources calibration, that is not automatically a red flag, but it adds time and variables.

Do not skip calibration because “everything looks fine.” Even a millimeter of bracket offset or a small lens angle change
can shift how the camera reads depth and lane curvature. You might not notice on a sunny day with fresh paint lines, but
you will when the rain blurs the edges and the system guesses wrong. Insurers increasingly require proof of calibration
for the claim file. That protects you as much as them.

Costs, insurance, and timing
Replacement costs vary. For a common sedan without ADAS, you might see a $300 to $450 range for quality aftermarket
glass, installed. Add rain sensors and acoustic interlayers and you can push into the $500 to $700 band. Throw in a
forward camera and the need for calibration, and many jobs land between $650 and $1,200 depending on the make.
Luxury models with HUD, heating elements, and complex brackets can exceed that.

Comprehensive insurance typically covers sudden damage like a crack from a rock hit, less your deductible. Slow pitting
often falls into wear and tear, which is not covered. That said, if your glass crossed the line from lightly pitted to badly
sandblasted within days of a local chip-seal project or construction zone exposure, document dates and routes. A shop
that deals with these claims weekly can help you present the facts to the insurer. Even if the policy does not cover it, you
will get a straight answer before committing.

As for timing, if you are experiencing nightly glare halos and wiper chatter, do not wait for the first cold snap. Cold
weather reveals weakness. A Monday morning defrost can turn a field of pits into a running crack. Schedule the install on
your terms instead of the weather’s.

Selecting the right local shop



Glass work looks simple from the outside. It is not. Modern adhesives are engineered products with set windows, safe
drive-away times, and specific temperature and humidity ranges. The prep, primer, and bond line must be perfect, or you
risk leaks, wind noise, or worse, an adhesive failure that undermines airbag performance.

You want a shop that:

Sources glass from reputable manufacturers and matches part numbers to your vehicle’s VIN, including acoustic,
solar, and sensor options where required.
Follows adhesive manufacturer specifications, including cure times, and explains safe drive-away timing without
hedging.
Performs or arranges ADAS calibration and documents it with a printout or digital report tied to your VIN.
Preps the pinch weld properly, removing old urethane to the recommended layer rather than grinding to bare metal
unless corrosion requires it.
Stands behind the job with a written warranty against leaks and stress cracks from installation.

Ask to see the urethane tube they use and the spec sheet. A pro will not hesitate. Ask how they will protect your dash and
A-pillars during removal. A pro uses covers and will not pry with bare metal tools against finished panels. The difference
shows in the little things, like clean trim clips and a cowl panel that sits flush afterward.

If you hear a casual “we can get you out of here in 20 minutes,” be cautious. Some adhesives have fast-cure options, but
they still need proper surface prep and set time. Rushing the process to beat the clock is how squeaks, leaks, and rattles
creep in.

Living with pitting until replacement day

Sometimes you cannot replace immediately. Maybe the glass you need is a special order. Maybe you are waiting on an
insurance decision, or your schedule is slammed. A few practical habits can keep the situation manageable for a short
stretch.

Keep your washer fluid topped with a quality blend that cuts film and leaves minimal residue. Use new blades and clean
them with a soft cloth and mild glass cleaner once a week to remove embedded grit that amplifies chatter. Avoid
tailgating trucks on gravel-adjacent roads and give yourself extra passing space when you spot dump beds or uncovered
trailers. If your commute hits the sun at a bad angle, adjust departure by ten minutes if possible. Those minutes can drop
the sun a few degrees and reduce scatter dramatically.

Consider inexpensive polarized sunglasses for sunrise and sunset drives. They do not fix pitting, but they can knock
down horizontal glare and give you a safer edge until the install.

Why a clean install feels different

Drivers often comment that a new windshield makes the whole car feel younger. That is not just the absence of pits.
Fresh glass has a smoother surface profile that sheds water cleanly. Hydrophobic coatings from the factory on some
models make this effect obvious. Even without coatings, the clarity is noticeable. Headlights stay crisp at night. Lane
lines look painted again. Wipers run quiet. The optical upgrade alone reduces fatigue on a long drive.

If your vehicle uses acoustic laminated glass, you will also hear a subtle reduction in high-frequency wind noise. On long
highway runs, that can be the difference between arriving relaxed and arriving tense. And if the shop recalibrated your
ADAS properly, you may find the driver assist features behave more predictably, especially in marginal light.

Real-world examples from the service bay
A contractor with a three-year-old half-ton pickup came in after a summer hauling season. He ran a lot of two-lane rural
routes behind dump trucks. No big cracks, but the whole driver-side sweep looked frosted. At night in rain, he said it felt
like “driving through a snow globe.” A quick test in the bay showed heavy scatter and a handful of small star breaks.
Polishing would have been like sanding a cutting board that is already gouged. We installed OEM glass because his truck
had a heated wiper park and a forward camera. Calibration took 40 minutes of road driving. He texted two days later:
“Feels like a new truck. I can see again.”

Another case, a commuter sedan with light pitting, mostly on the passenger side. The driver had halos at dusk but could
hunt around for a clear view. We discussed options, and he chose a conservative polish on the passenger arc while
planning for replacement ahead of winter. The goal was to quiet the blades and buy time. It worked. Three months later,



after two early frosts, the pitting worsened in the driver arc and we swapped it with high-quality aftermarket glass. No
camera in that model, so no calibration needed. His total outlay was lower than jumping straight to OEM, and the optical
result was excellent for the car’s use.

These choices are judgment calls guided by how you drive, when you drive, and which features sit behind your glass.

Final word: treat clarity as essential, not cosmetic

People underestimate how much a windshield contributes to safety beyond stopping a rock. It is your primary lens on the
world at 70 miles per hour. Pitting steals clarity the way fog creeps across a field. One day you realize you are straining,
and strain at speed is risk.

If your windshield looks dull against the sun, if the wipers chatter within days of replacement, if night rain feels like a
gamble, bring it to a trusted anderson windshield replacement team for a straight evaluation. You might walk out with
advice to wait a season. You might schedule a replacement with proper calibration and a warranty that keeps you
covered. Either way, you turn guesswork into a plan, and you give yourself back the simple relief of a clean, sharp view
of the road.

Clarity is not a luxury in a moving machine. It is the one safety feature you use every mile.


