
What Is Complete Horse Feed?
Complete horse feed is a kind of horse feed created to provide a wide range of nutrients in one product,
helping equine nutrition and a balanced diet. It is designed to contribute fuel, protein, fibre, vitamins and
minerals, so owners can establish a more consistent feeding programme without relying on multiple separate
ingredients.

That does not mean it replaces every element of the equine diet. Most horses still need access to forage, water,
and a feeding plan matched to body condition, workload, and health status. A complete feed is best seen as a
practical foundation: it can cut down on guesswork, simplify ration balance, and help meet nutritional
requirements more reliably than unstructured feeding.

The key question is not whether complete feed is “better” in every case, but whether it suits the horse in front of
you. A performance horse in regular work may benefit from a more energy-dense formula, while an idle horse
usually needs a lower-calorie approach that supports weight maintenance rather than weight gain. The right
choice depends on daily intake, digestive health, and the amount of forage already being eaten.

Owners often use complete feed when they want a simpler routine, especially if they are comparing different
feeding systems and trying to avoid over-supplementation. In practice, the best results come from matching the
feed to forage-first management, then adjusting concentrates or balancer use as needed.

Categories of Horse Feed and How to Use Them
There are several types of horse feed, and each has a different role in the feeding programme. The most
common categories are forage-based feeds, concentrates, and compound feed. Choosing well means
understanding how each supports to digestible energy, fibre intake, starch load, and overall diet quality.

Forage should sit at the centre of most diets. This includes hay and haylage, both of which support chewing, gut
health, and stable feeding frequency. Forage is the foundation of a forage-first approach because it adds fibre
and helps maintain digestive health more naturally than high-starch options.

Concentrates are more energy-dense feeds used when forage alone does not cover energy requirements. They
may be useful for horses in harder work, those needing weight gain, or animals with higher protein demands.
However, concentrates should be selected carefully because starch and sugar levels can affect gut health and
behaviour if fed in excess.

Compound feed is a general term for mixed feeds designed to supply a combination of nutrients in one product.
Some compounds are complete feeds, while others are designed to be fed alongside forage or a balancer. Their
value lies in ease of use, consistent nutrient profile, and easier ration balance.

As a rule, horses needing weight maintenance and steady behaviour often do well on forage plus a balancer.
Horses with greater work demands may need concentrates or a higher-energy compound feed. The best option
depends on body condition, workload, and how much forage the horse can comfortably eat each day.

Horse Feeding Rules Every Owner Should Know
Proper horse feeding rules promote both athletic performance and digestion. The well-known 10 rules of
feeding horses are rooted in the idea that horses digest fibre best when meals are consistent, forage is readily



available, and changes are made gradually. These rules are especially useful for beginners, but they still matter for
experienced owners diet feed for EMS horses too.

Keep forage the base of the diet.

Feed smaller meals regularly rather than large meals.

Add any new feed in stages.

Provide fresh water accessible at all times.

Avoid abrupt changes in forage or concentrate type.

Match feed to workload and condition score.

Keep down excessive starch where possible.

Review teeth, parasite control, and dental comfort.

Keep feed safely and keep it fresh.

Reassess the ration regularly as work, age, or season changes.

These rules are not just about routine; they are about protecting digestive health and enhancing nutrient use. A
horse’s gut works best with steady fibre intake, which is why roughage matters so strongly. When roughage is
lowered excessively, the ration can become less stable and the risk of digestive upset rises.

Another of the most important principles is consistency. Feeding frequency, ingredient quality, and portion size
should all be predictable. That helps the horse adapt, supports fermentation in the hindgut, and makes the diet
easier to evaluate if body condition changes.

Building a Feeding Plan with a Horse Feeding Chart
A horse feeding chart is a handy foundation for putting together a daily ration. It supports owners review
bodyweight, workload, and feed choices in a clear way. While every horse is unique, a chart makes it easier to
avoid underfeeding, overfeeding, or using only guesswork.

The first step is estimating bodyweight. A weighbridge is best, but a weight tape or body measurements can still
offer a helpful guide. Once bodyweight is known, the next step is checking workload. An idle horse will have
different needs from a horse in regular training, and a performance horse may need more easily digestible
energy, protein, and electrolyte support.
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From there, form the daily ration around forage. For many horses, the largest share of intake should come from
hay or haylage. Then decide whether a balancer, concentrate, or complete feed is needed to cover gaps in
vitamins and minerals or to support energy requirements more precisely.

A simple feeding framework looks like this:

Build the ration on forage.

Assess whether the horse is maintaining, losing, or gaining weight.

Add a feed balancer if the forage is good but the micronutrient profile is uncertain.

Use concentrates or a complete feed if extra energy or protein is needed.

Monitor body condition every two to four weeks.
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This approach keeps ration balance realistic. It also helps owners make decisions based on evidence rather than
habit, which is especially useful when managing weight gain, weight maintenance, or gradual fitness changes.

How Much Horse Feed Cost
The horse feed cost differs significantly depending on the type of product, bag size, nutrient density, and how
much feed is needed each day. So, how much does horse feed cost? The honest answer is that it depends on
the feed quantity required to support the horse’s condition and workload.

A cost-conscious diet often relies on forage, with only modest amounts of a balancer or low-feed-rate compound
feed. That can lower daily spend while still meeting nutritional requirements. By contrast, a horse needing more
energy, protein, or a more carefully managed starch level may require a more specialised product, which can
increase costs.

When planning a budget, it helps to compare price per day rather than only price per bag. A cheaper bag is not
always cheaper in practice if the feed quantity needed is high. A more concentrated feed may cost more per bag
but less per day because smaller amounts are needed.

To manage cost well:

Look at forage quality and availability.

Adjust the feed to actual workload.

Opt for a balancer instead of unnecessary mixes where appropriate.

Track body condition so feed changes are timely.

Check whether the ration is supporting the horse without waste.

The cheapest ration is not always the best value. The goal is to balance cost, palatability, digestive health, and the
horse’s daily intake so the feeding plan is sustainable.

Applying a Horse Feed Calculator UK to Set Portions
A horse feed calculator uk can help you estimate a practical feed ration by bringing together bodyweight,
activity level, and body condition into one planning tool. It is especially helpful if you are unsure whether to raise
or reduce feed, or if you need a more precise starting point before adjusting by observation.

Most calculators aim to match energy requirements to the horse’s size and workload. They may also prompt
you to assess condition score, which is a useful way of deciding whether the horse needs additional calories,
lower energy intake, or simply a different feed profile. A horse that is too lean may need more digestible energy;
a horse carrying too much fat may need a reduced-calorie, higher-fibre plan.

Use the calculator as a guide, not a fixed prescription. The best ration still depends on how the horse responds
over time. Look for changes in weight, topline, coat quality, behaviour, and manure consistency. Those signs help
indicate whether the current ration balance is working.

Feed calculators are most useful when they guide regular review, not when they replace observation. The horse’s
body condition and workload should always guide the final decision.

If you are adjusting portions, do so gradually. Sudden changes can upset gut health and make it harder to judge
whether the new ration is effective.

Horse Feed for Novices: Straightforward Starter Advice



Horse feed for beginners should be easy, consistent, and based on the horse feed advice uk principle of
forage-first management. The most sensible starting point is usually good-quality forage, clean water, and a light,
well-chosen bucket feed only if the horse’s condition or workload requires it.

Begin with appealing feeds that the horse will eat reliably. Palatability matters because a feed that looks ideal on
paper is of little use if the horse won’t finish it. However, avoid over-reliance on highly tasty feeds if they lead to
excess intake or mask poor ration balance.

For beginners, it is often better to choose a straightforward product than to build a complex mix of ingredients. A
forage-first diet with a balancer may be enough for many horses in light work. If more support is needed, add a
suitable complete feed or concentrate in controlled amounts.

Useful starter priorities include:

Know the horse’s approximate bodyweight.

Assess body condition regularly.

Keep forage available as the main feed.

Introduce any change slowly over several days.

Keep notes on appetite, behaviour, and performance.

Beginners often worry about choosing the “perfect” feed, but consistency usually matters more than complexity.
The best early decisions are the ones that support digestive health, keep the horse comfortable, and allow you to
make changes in a controlled way.

Popular Horse Feed Companies and Product Ranges
Many horse feed companies providing product ranges for leisure horses, competition horses, young stock, and
horses needing support for condition or behaviour. Range differences usually come down to fibre level, energy
density, starch content, and whether the product is a complete feed, balancer, or mix.

Spillers horse feed is one of the better-known names in the market and is often associated with a wide range of
feeds for different workloads and body condition goals. Like other brands, it typically offers options that can fit
into a forage-first approach, whether the aim is maintenance, condition support, or higher performance.

When looking at different brands, look beyond packaging and focus on the nutritional profile. Ask whether the
feed is designed as a full ration, a top-up, or a replacement for part of the forage-based diet. That matters more
than brand familiarity alone.

Common product ranges include:

Complete feeds for simplified feeding.

Traditional mixes for horses needing a more traditional bucket feed.

Balancer products for nutrient coverage without excess calories.

High-fibre feeds for horses needing lower starch and better gut health support.

The right brand is the one that matches the horse’s needs, supports ration balance, and fits the owner’s budget
and routine.

Horse Feed Mix Recipe: When Home-Mixing Makes Sense



A horse feed mix recipe can work in some situations, but home-formulated diets need careful thought. Mixing
feed by yourself makes sense when you have a clear goal, good knowledge of nutritional requirements, and a
way to check whether the ration stays balanced. It is less suitable if you are guessing portions or trying to replace
a commercial product without proper planning.

Home-mixing often centres on forage, one or two energy sources, and targeted supplements to cover gaps in
vitamins and minerals. The main risk is losing nutrient balance by overloading starch, underfeeding protein, or
missing key micronutrients. That is why any DIY approach should be checked carefully.

If you do create a mixed ration, keep these guidelines in mind:

Do not construct it around ingredients alone; build around the horse’s needs.

Maintain the forage base strong.

Add only necessary supplements.

Watch the starch and sugar levels.

Review the ration if workload, body condition, or appetite changes.

For many owners, a commercial balancer or complete feed is safer and easier than a bespoke mix. Home-mixing
can be helpful, but only if it increases precision rather than adding uncertainty.

FAQ: Choosing the Right Horse Feed

What counts as complete horse feed and when should it be used?

Complete horse feed is a formulated horse feed designed to provide a broad range of nutrients in one product,
including energy, protein, fibre, vitamins and minerals. It is often used when owners want a easier feeding
routine, when forage alone does not meet requirements, or when a horse needs a convenient way to support
equine nutrition and a balanced diet.

How do I choose between different types of horse feed?

Start with the horse’s body condition, workload, and access to forage. Compare the types of horse feed by
checking fibre content, starch, energy density, and whether the feed is a complete feed, concentrate, or balancer.
A horse in light work may do well on forage plus a balancer, while a busier horse may need concentrates or a
different compound feed.

How much does horse feed cost on average?

Horse feed cost depends on the product type, the feed quantity needed each day, and how much forage the
horse already eats. The best way to compare value is by daily cost, not just bag price. Horses on a simple forage-
first ration may have lower costs, while horses needing more energy or specialised support may cost more to
feed.

How do I use a horse feed calculator UK to set portions?

A horse feed calculator uk helps estimate a feed ration by considering bodyweight, condition score, workload,
and energy requirements. Use it as a starting point, then modify based on body condition, appetite, and
performance. The calculator is most helpful when combined with regular observation rather than used as a fixed
rule.



What are the most important horse feeding principles for new owners?

The key horse feeding principles for beginners are to prioritise forage, introduce changes slowly, give little and
often, and adjust the ration to workload and body condition. Following the 10 rules of feeding horses helps
maintain digestive health, promote gut health, and ensure the feeding routine more reliable and efficient.


