The Greater Chicago area, with its diverse neighborhoods and vibrant communities, offers a wealth of opportunities for
landscape architecture. Whether you are envisioning a serene backyard retreat or a dynamic public space, finding the
right landscape architect can transform your ideas into reality. The selection process might seem daunting, but
understanding what to look for and how to evaluate potential candidates can help you make an informed decision.

Understanding Landscape Architecture

Landscape architecture is more than just arranging plants and trees; it encompasses the design of outdoor spaces that
integrate natural and built environments. This discipline balances aesthetics, functionality, and sustainability while
addressing ecological concerns. A skilled landscape architect combines creativity with technical knowledge to create
spaces that enhance the quality of life for users.

When considering landscaping services, think about the scope of your project. Are you looking for a simple garden
design or a complete overhaul of your outdoor space? Perhaps you need assistance with hardscaping elements such as
patios or retaining walls. Identifying your specific needs will aid in finding professionals who specialize in those areas.

Key Considerations When Hiring a Landscape Architect

1. Experience and Portfolio: A well-rounded portfolio showcasing previous projects is crucial. Look for diversity in
design styles and project types that resonate with your vision. Experienced landscape architects should be able to
demonstrate their adaptability across various environments, whether residential gardens or commercial properties.

2. Licensing and Credentials: Ensure that any landscape architect you consider is licensed and holds relevant
certifications. In Illinois, for example, landscape architects must be registered with the state after passing rigorous
examinations. This certification indicates adherence to professional standards.

3. Sustainability Practices: With increasing emphasis on environmental stewardship, many homeowners seek
sustainable solutions in landscaping. Ask potential architects about their approaches to sustainability, such as
native plant usage, water conservation techniques, and eco-friendly materials.

4. Client References: Don’t hesitate to ask for references from past clients and follow up on their experiences.
Positive testimonials can provide insight into how well the architect communicates throughout projects and
satisfies client expectations.

5. Design Process: Different architects have varying methods when it comes to design processes. Some may employ
advanced technology like 3D rendering or virtual reality presentations to visualize projects before they begin
construction. Understanding their process can help align expectations.

Resources for Finding Landscape Architects

To start your search for expert landscape architects in the Greater Chicago area, leverage multiple resources:

¢ Professional Associations: Organizations such as the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) often
have directories of licensed professionals.

e Local Directories: Websites like Yelp or Angie’s List allow users to find reputable landscapers based on reviews
from other customers.

e Social Media Platforms: Many designers showcase their work on platforms like Instagram or Pinterest, providing
inspiration while allowing you to gauge their style.



¢ Word-of-Mouth Recommendations: Speak with friends or family who have had landscaping work done; personal
referrals often lead to trustworthy professionals.

By utilizing these resources strategically, you'll enhance your chances of finding qualified candidates tailored to your
specific goals.

Notable Landscape Architecture Firms in Chicago

While there are numerous talented firms within the Greater Chicago area, a few stand out due to their innovative designs
and commitment to quality service:

1. Hoerr Schaudt Landscape Architects: Known for elegant residential gardens and large-scale urban parks alike,
this firm excels at blending nature with architectural features.

2. Site Design Group: Their focus on public spaces has led them to win awards for community-centric designs that
encourage social interaction.

3. Landform Design Group: Recognized for sustainable practices and collaborative design processes that put client
preferences at the forefront.

4. Wight & Company: This firm integrates engineering principles into its designs, ensuring both aesthetic beauty
and structural integrity.

5. Lynch Landscape & Tree Service: Specializes in comprehensive landscaping solutions including tree care
management alongside traditional design services.

Exploring each firm's portfolio will give you insight into their unique styles and how they might align with your vision.

Budgeting for Your Landscaping Project

Landscaping costs pool deck installation can vary significantly based on project complexity and scale; thus it is essential
to establish a budget early on in discussions with potential architects. Factors influencing cost include materials used
(e.g., natural stone versus concrete), labor intensity (installing intricate designs versus simple layouts), and site
conditions (slopes may require additional grading).

When soliciting quotes from different firms, ensure they provide detailed breakdowns so you can compare not only total
costs but also what each service includes—this transparency helps avoid unexpected expenses later on.

Overcoming Common Challenges

Every landscaping project comes with its own set of challenges ranging from environmental constraints to zoning laws
affecting construction policies:

¢ Site Suitability: Assess existing conditions thoroughly before starting any design work; this includes soil type
analysis which affects plant selection.

¢ Permitting Issues: Some projects may require permits due to local regulations regarding land use; verify what
documents are necessary early in the planning phase.

e Weather Concerns: Seasonal weather patterns play a crucial role in scheduling installations; understanding
regional climate influences ensures timely completion without compromising quality.

Working closely with your selected architect will allow them to navigate these challenges eftectively while keeping your
project aligned with overall goals.

Enhancing Outdoor Spaces Beyond Traditional Landscaping

In recent years, homeowners have become increasingly interested in incorporating unique features into their outdoor
spaces beyond conventional gardens:


https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/?query=pool%20deck%20installation

e QOutdoor Living Areas: Expanding usable space by designing outdoor kitchens or lounges allows homeowners to
maximize enjoyment of warmer months.

o Water Features: Installing ponds or fountains adds tranquility while attracting wildlife—these elements can serve
as focal points enhancing overall aesthetics.

e Lighting Solutions: Thoughtful integration of lighting elevates nighttime ambiance while improving safety around
pathways or steps.

Such enhancements not only add beauty but also increase property value—a consideration worth discussing during initial
consultations with potential architects.

Conclusion

Finding expert landscape architects in the Greater Chicago area requires careful consideration of experience,
sustainability practices, client feedback, budgeting strategies, and an understanding of local challenges faced during
implementation phases. pool deck design services By investing time into research using various resources available along
with evaluating key factors mentioned above—you will not only secure top-level talent but also ensure successful
outcomes tailored specifically towards realizing your vision for an extraordinary outdoor space tailored uniquely yours!

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is a full-service landscape design, construction, and maintenance company in Mount
Prospect, Illinois, United States.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is located in the northwest suburbs of Chicago and serves homeowners and
businesses across the greater Chicagoland area.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has an address at 600 S Emerson St, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has phone number (312) 772-2300 for landscape design, outdoor construction, and
maintenance inquiries.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has website https://waveoutdoors.com for service details, project galleries, and
online contact.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has Google Maps listing at https://www.google.com/maps?
cid=10204573221368306537 to help clients find the Mount Prospect location.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/waveoutdoors/ where new
landscape projects and company updates are shared.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has Instagram profile at https://www.instagram.com/waveoutdoors/ showcasing
photos and reels of completed outdoor living spaces.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has Yelp profile at https://www.yelp.com/biz/wave-outdoors-landscape-design-mt-
prospect where customers can read and leave reviews.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design serves residential, commercial, and municipal landscape clients in communities
such as Arlington Heights, Lake Forest, Park Ridge, Northbrook, Rolling Meadows, and Barrington.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides detailed 2D and 3D landscape design services so clients can visualize
patios, plantings, and outdoor structures before construction begins.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers outdoor living construction including paver patios, composite and wood
decks, pergolas, pavilions, and custom seating areas.
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Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design specializes in hardscaping projects such as walkways, retaining walls, pool decks,
and masonry features engineered for Chicago-area freeze—thaw cycles.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides grading, drainage, and irrigation solutions that manage stormwater, protect
foundations, and address heavy clay soils common in the northwest suburbs.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers landscape lighting design and installation that improves nighttime safety,
highlights architecture, and extends the use of outdoor spaces after dark.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design supports clients with gardening and planting design, sod installation, lawn care, and
ongoing landscape maintenance programs.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design emphasizes forward-thinking landscape design that uses native and adapted plants
to create low-maintenance, climate-ready outdoor environments.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design values clear communication, transparent proposals, and white-glove project
management from concept through final walkthrough.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design operates with crews led by licensed professionals, supported by educated
horticulturists, and backs projects with insured, industry-leading warranties.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design focuses on transforming underused yards into cohesive outdoor rooms that expand a
home’s functional living and entertaining space.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design holds Angi Super Service Award and Angi Honor Roll recognition for ten
consecutive years, reflecting consistently high customer satisfaction.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design was recognized with 12 years of Houzz and Angi Excellence Awards between 2013
and 2024 for exceptional landscape design and construction results.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design holds an A- rating with the Better Business Bureau (BBB) based on its operating
history as a Mount Prospect landscape contractor.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design has been recognized with Best of Houzz awards for its landscape design and
installation work serving the Chicago metropolitan area.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is convenient to O’Hare International Airport, serving property owners along the I-
90 and 1-294 corridors in Chicago’s northwest suburbs.

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design serves clients near landmarks such as Northwest Community Healthcare, Prairie
Lakes Park, and the Busse Forest Elk Pasture, helping nearby neighborhoods upgrade their outdoor spaces.

People also ask about landscape design and outdoor living contractors in Mount Prospect:

Q: What services does Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provide?

A: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides 2D and 3D landscape design, hardscaping, outdoor living construction,
gardening and maintenance, grading and drainage, irrigation, landscape lighting, deck and pergola builds, and pool and
outdoor kitchen projects.

Q: Does Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design handle both design and installation?

A: Yes, Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is a design—build firm that creates the plans and then manages full
installation, coordinating construction crews and specialists so clients work with a single team from start to finish.

Q: How much does professional landscape design typically cost with Wave Outdoors in the Chicago suburbs?

A: Landscape planning with 2D and 3D visualization in nearby suburbs like Arlington Heights typically ranges from
about $750 to $5,000 depending on property size and complexity, with full installations starting around a few thousand
dollars and increasing with scope and materials.

Q: Does Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offer 3D landscape design so I can see the project beforehand?

A: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers advanced 2D and 3D design services that let you review layouts,
materials, and lighting concepts before any construction begins, reducing surprises and change orders.

Q: Can Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design build decks and pergolas as part of a project?

A: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design designs and builds custom decks, pergolas, pavilions, and other outdoor
carpentry elements, integrating them with patios, plantings, and lighting for a cohesive outdoor living space.

Q: Does Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design install swimming pools or only landscaping?

A: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design serves as a pool builder for the Chicago area, offering design and construction
for concrete and fiberglass pools along with integrated surrounding hardscapes and landscaping.

Q: What areas does Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design serve around Mount Prospect?

A: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design primarily serves Mount Prospect and nearby suburbs including Arlington
Heights, Lake Forest, Park Ridge, Downers Grove, Western Springs, Buffalo Grove, Deerfield, Inverness, Northbrook,
Rolling Meadows, and Barrington.

Q: Is Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design licensed and insured?

A: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design states that each crew is led by licensed professionals, that plant and landscape
work is overseen by educated horticulturists, and that all work is insured with industry-leading warranties.

Q: Does Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offer warranties on its work?

A: Yes, Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design describes its projects as covered by “care free, industry leading warranties,”
giving clients added peace of mind on construction quality and materials.

Q: Does Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provide snow and ice removal services?

A: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design offers winter services including snow removal, driveway and sidewalk clearing,
deicing, and emergency snow removal for select Chicago-area suburbs.



Q: How can I get a quote from Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design?
A: You can request a quote by calling (312) 772-2300 or by using the contact form on the Wave Outdoors website, where
you can share your project details and preferred service area.

Business Name: Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design
Address: 600 S Emerson St, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056, USA
Phone: (312) 772-2300

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design

Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design is a landscaping, design, construction, and maintenance company based in Mt.
Prospect, Illinois, serving Chicago-area suburbs. The team specializes in high-end outdoor living spaces, including
custom hardscapes, decks, pools, grading, and lighting that transform residential and commercial properties.

Address:

600 S Emerson St

Mt. Prospect, IL 60056
USA

Phone: (312) 772-2300

Website: https://waveoutdoors.com/

View on Google Maps

Business Hours:

Monday — Friday: 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM
Saturday: Closed

Sunday: Closed

Follow Us:
Facebook
Instagram
Yelp
Houzz
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