
If you own a Sydney home built between the 1960s and today, there's a good chance you've got cement (concrete) roof
tiles. They're Australia's most popular roofing material – and for excellent reasons.

But like all roofing materials, cement tiles need proper care to perform their best. After 17+ years restoring thousands of
cement tile roofs across Sydney, I've seen everything – from roofs that just need a good clean to those requiring
comprehensive restoration.

This guide will help you understand everything about cement tile roof restoration and how to keep your roof protecting
your home for decades.

Why Cement Tiles Dominate Sydney Roofs

Cement tiles became popular in Australia for solid reasons:

Affordability

Cement tiles cost significantly less than terracotta whilst offering similar performance and aesthetics. This made quality
roofing accessible to more homeowners.

Excellent Durability

Quality cement tiles easily last 30-50 years with proper maintenance. They're strong, fire-resistant, and handle Sydney's
harsh climate well.

Colour Variety

Unlike terracotta's limited colour palette, cement tiles come in dozens of colours. Don't like your current colour? Roof
painting offers an affordable refresh.

Multiple Profile Options

From traditional profiles to modern flat styles, cement tiles suit any architectural style. Brands like Monier and Boral
offer extensive ranges.

Common Issues with Cement Tile Roofs

1. Coating Failure and Fading

Cement tiles are porous and rely on protective coatings for waterproofing and colour. UV radiation gradually breaks
down these coatings, causing fading, chalking, and increased water absorption.

2. Organic Growth

Once coatings fail, moisture penetrates tiles. Combined with Sydney's humidity, this creates perfect conditions for lichen,
moss, and algae. These organisms aren't just unsightly – they accelerate tile deterioration.
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3. Cracked and Broken Tiles

Falling branches, hail, thermal stress, and age all cause tile damage. Even small cracks let water through, potentially
damaging your home's structure.

4. Deteriorating Bedding and Pointing

Ridge capping is secured with mortar bedding and pointing. Traditional cement-based mortar becomes brittle over time,
cracking and losing adhesion.
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5. Water Pooling and Leaks

Displaced tiles, blocked valleys, or failed flashing allow water to penetrate. By the time you see ceiling stains, significant
damage may have occurred.

The Complete Cement Tile Restoration Process

Step 1: Comprehensive Roof Inspection

We thoroughly examine your entire roof, documenting tile condition, identifying damage, checking ridge capping,
examining valleys and flashing, and assessing the existing coating.

Step 2: High-Pressure Cleaning

Using professional equipment, we remove all organic growth, dirt, and failed coatings. This creates a clean surface for
new coatings to bond properly.

Step 3: Repairs and Tile Replacement

Damaged tiles are replaced with matching profiles and colours. We repair valley gutters, replace worn flashing, and fix
structural issues discovered during inspection.

Step 4: Re-Bedding and Re-Pointing Ridge Capping

Ridge tiles are removed, old brittle mortar is cleared, tiles are re-bedded with modern flexible pointing compound, and
pointing is applied for weather protection and aesthetic finish.

Step 5: Applying Quality Sealant or Coating

We apply premium roof sealants from brands like Dulux Acratex or Nutech. These coatings provide UV protection,
waterproofing, resistance to organic growth, and can refresh or change your roof's colour.

Step 6: Final Inspection and Clean-Up

We thoroughly clean up all work areas, dispose of old materials responsibly, and conduct a final quality check.

Sealing vs Painting: What's Right for Your Roof?

This is one of the most common questions we receive.

Roof Sealing

Sealing uses clear or lightly pigmented coatings that penetrate and protect tiles whilst maintaining their current
appearance.

Roof Painting/Coating

Painting applies coloured acrylic coatings that completely refresh your roof's appearance. Choose from dozens of modern
colours to transform your home's look.

Both approaches provide similar protective benefits. The choice depends on whether you want to change your roof's
colour.

Benefits of Cement Tile Roof Restoration

Extends roof lifespan by 10-15 years
Prevents costly water damage



Dramatically improves appearance
Enhances energy efficiency
Increases property value

How Often Should Cement Tiles Be Restored?

Most cement tile roofs in Sydney benefit from restoration every 10-15 years.

Original tile and coating quality
Roof orientation (north-facing roofs age faster)
Tree coverage
Local climate conditions
Previous maintenance history

Signs you need restoration now include visible fading, organic growth, broken tiles, or if your roof is 10+ years old
without previous restoration.

Choosing Quality Materials

Dulux Acratex

Australia's leading roof coating system with excellent durability, UV resistance, and colour retention.

Nutech Paint

Premium membrane system offering exceptional waterproofing and flexibility.

Cheap, no-name coatings might save money upfront but fail prematurely.

Frequently Asked Questions

How much does cement tile roof restoration cost?

Most Sydney homes pay $4,000-$10,000 depending on size and condition.

How long does restoration take?

Typical residential restoration takes 3-5 days depending on roof size and weather conditions.

Can I stay in my home during restoration?

Absolutely. Restoration won't significantly disrupt your daily routine.

What warranty do you provide?

We warranty our workmanship, and coating manufacturers provide product warranties (typically 10-15 years).

Should I restore or replace my cement tile roof?

If tiles are structurally sound, restoration is almost always the better choice.

Give Your Cement Tile Roof the Care It Deserves

Your cement tile roof has protected your home for years. Professional restoration ensures it continues protecting your
family and investment.

Aabacus Roofing Solutions has restored thousands of cement tile roofs across Sydney since 2007.



📞 Phone: 0404 397 198

📧 Email: aabacusroofing1@gmail.com

🌐 Website: https://aabacusroofing.com.au/

Free inspections, honest quotes, quality workmanship.
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