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Airport security and customs can often be the most time-consuming parts of air travel. Long
security lines, removing shoes and electronics, and waiting for immigration inspection can make
the airport experience stressful. Fortunately, trusted traveler programs can help eligible travelers
move through these processes more efficiently. Global Entry & TSA PreCheck are two popular
programs designed to make domestic and international travel more convenient.

What Is TSA PreCheck?

TSA PreCheck is a U.S. Transportation Security Administration program that provides eligible
travelers with access to expedited security screening at participating U.S. airports.

With TSA PreCheck, travelers generally do not need to remove shoes, belts, or light jackets
during screening. In many cases, laptops and compliant liquids can also remain in their carry-on
bags. These simplified procedures can make security screening faster and less complicated.
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TSA PreCheck can be especially useful for frequent travelers, business passengers, and
families who fly several times a year. Once approved, travelers can add their Known Traveler
Number to eligible airline reservations to receive the TSA PreCheck indicator on their boarding
pass.

What Is Global Entry?

Global Entry is a U.S. Customs and Border Protection program designed to provide expedited
clearance for preapproved travelers entering the United States from international destinations.

Instead of going through the standard customs and immigration process, approved Global Entry
members can use designated processing options at participating airports. This can significantly
reduce the amount of time spent waiting after an international flight.

Another important advantage is that Global Entry membership includes TSA PreCheck eligibility
for U.S. citizens and certain other eligible travelers. This means one program can provide
benefits for both international arrivals and airport security screening.

How Do Global Entry & TSA PreCheck Save Time?

The biggest advantage of Global Entry & TSA PreCheck is convenience. TSA PreCheck can
make the departure process easier, while Global Entry can simplify the process of returning to
the United States after international travel.

For example, a traveler flying from New York to Europe and back may use TSA PreCheck when
departing from a participating U.S. airport. Upon returning, the traveler can use Global Entry
processing instead of the regular immigration line, when eligible and available.

The actual time saved varies by airport, travel date, passenger volume, and other factors.
However, avoiding standard queues can make the overall airport experience considerably
smoother.

Who Should Consider These Programs?

Global Entry & TSA PreCheck can be particularly valuable for people who travel frequently. If
you take multiple domestic flights each year, TSA PreCheck may provide worthwhile
convenience. Travelers who regularly take international trips may find Global Entry especially
useful because it also provides TSA PreCheck eligibility.

Occasional travelers can also benefit, although they should consider the program's application
requirements and membership costs before applying.

How to Apply



Applicants must complete the appropriate application process and meet the program's eligibility
requirements. Depending on the program, applicants may need to provide personal information,
undergo a background check, and attend an in-person appointment.

After approval, travelers should make sure their membership information is correctly added to
their airline reservations. TSA PreCheck benefits are not guaranteed on every trip, so travelers
should always check their boarding pass before heading to security.

Global Entry vs. TSA PreCheck

While both programs help travelers save time, they serve different purposes. TSA PreCheck
focuses primarily on expedited airport security screening for departures from participating U.S.
airports. Global Entry focuses on expedited U.S. entry after qualifying international travel and
also provides TSA PreCheck eligibility for eligible members.

For frequent international travelers, Global Entry may offer broader benefits. For travelers who
mostly fly domestically, TSA PreCheck may be sufficient.

Final Thoughts

Global Entry & TSA PreCheck can make air travel more convenient by reducing the hassle
associated with airport security and international arrival procedures. TSA PreCheck can simplify
security screening, while Global Entry can speed up the U.S. entry process after international
trips.

Before applying, review the current eligibility requirements, application procedures, and fees.
Choosing the program that best matches your travel habits can help you spend less time in
airport lines and more time enjoying your journey.
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