
Lightning is one of nature's most powerful forces. Every year, it strikes thousands of trees, often with dramatic
consequences. Yet, despite the frequency and intensity of these events, many misconceptions persist about lightning and
its interaction with trees. Understanding the realities surrounding lightning strikes can help homeowners make informed
decisions regarding tree care and safety.

The Science of Lightning Strikes

To grasp why trees are often struck by lightning, it's essential to understand how lightning works. Lightning occurs when
static electricity builds up in clouds and discharges to the ground or another object. Trees are often tall structures with
moisture-rich trunks, making them ideal candidates for lightning strikes. When a bolt of lightning hits tree care and
trimming Chicago a tree, the intense heat—up to 50,000 degrees Fahrenheit—can cause rapid heating and expansion of
the water inside the tree, resulting in explosive effects.

Why Are Trees Targets?

Trees attract lightning for several reasons:

1. Height: Taller trees have a greater chance of being struck because they provide a shorter path for electrical
discharge.

2. Moisture Content: Trees contain water, which is an excellent conductor of electricity.
3. Conductivity: The sap within a tree can enhance its conductivity, increasing its likelihood of being hit.

The combination of these factors means that certain species and conditions make some trees more susceptible than
others.

Common Myths About Lightning Striking Trees

Numerous myths about lightning strikes can lead to misunderstandings about their impact on trees and safety measures
homeowners should consider. Let’s explore some of these prevalent misconceptions.

Myth 1: Only Tall Trees Get Struck

While taller trees are indeed at higher risk, other factors also play significant roles in determining whether a tree will be
struck. For instance, trees surrounded by low-lying vegetation may still suffer direct hits if they are significantly taller
than their surroundings. Additionally, trees that grow in clusters or near large structures can experience side flashes from
nearby strikes.

Myth 2: Trees Always Die After Being Struck

Not every tree that endures a lightning strike will die. Many can survive significant damage if they receive proper care
afterward. Signs that indicate survival include intact bark on one side and unbroken branches. However, trees may suffer
long-term effects such as weakened structural integrity or increased susceptibility to pests and diseases.

Myth 3: Lightning Strikes Are Random

Some believe that lightning strikes occur without any rhyme or reason; however, studies show patterns based on
topography and local weather conditions. Areas with frequent thunderstorms or geographical features like hillsides or
mountains tend to see higher incidences of strikes.

Myth 4: All Tree Species Are Equally Affected

Certain species are more resilient to lightning damage than others. Oaks, pines, and maples often sustain less severe
injuries compared to softer woods like willows or birches, which may split more easily upon impact due to their
structure.

Myth 5: You Can Completely Prevent Lightning Strikes on Trees
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While there are mitigation strategies like installing lightning rods or grounding systems on tall structures near valuable
trees, it is impossible to prevent all potential strikes entirely. Homeowners should instead focus on managing their
landscape effectively by selecting appropriate species for planting and ensuring regular maintenance through services
like professional tree pruning.

Caring for Trees Post-Lightning Strike

If your tree has been struck by lightning, immediate assessment is crucial for its recovery prospects. Here are steps you
should take following an incident:

1. Assess Damage: Check for broken branches or bark damage; look for signs of internal injury if possible.
2. Remove Dangerous Branches: If limbs pose a risk to people or structures during storms (especially heavy winds),

they should be pruned back by professionals who understand safe cutting methods.
3. Monitor Health: Watch for signs of decay or pests over time; healthy growth may resume but could take years.
4. Consider Professional Help: Consulting certified arborists ensures proper evaluation and care tailored specifically

to your tree’s needs.
5. Plan for Pruning: Depending on species type (for instance, when to prune spruce trees), timing can greatly

influence recovery speed.
tree cutting service chicago

The Role of Local Tree Experts

Engaging with local tree companies near you is vital after experiencing storm damage or if you suspect your tree may be
susceptible to future incidents involving lightning strikes. Certified arborists offer expertise not only in emergency
situations but also in ongoing maintenance practices that promote healthy growth while minimizing risks associated with
natural disasters.

When searching for tree removal experts near me, consider their credentials and experience with storm-damaged trees
as well as ongoing maintenance practices such as pruning schedules appropriate for various species including oaks or
spruces.

Emergency Services After Storm Damage
In cases where storm-related issues arise—such as fallen branches from high winds—local tree service companies
provide essential support through emergency limb removal services aimed at restoring safety around homes quickly
while preventing further property damage from hazardous situations posed by unstable limbs hanging precariously above
structures.

It's crucial not just during harsh weather seasons but throughout the year to maintain vigilance regarding overall tree
health since storm impacts can weaken structural integrity over time leading up toward catastrophic failures down the
line if left unchecked.

Preventative Measures Against Lightning Strikes

While completely avoiding exposure isn’t feasible, homeowners can implement strategies aimed at reducing risk levels
associated with potential lightning incidents:

Consider installing properly designed protection systems around particularly valuable specimens
Ensure routine maintenance including trimming dead branches
Monitor environmental conditions closely ahead of predicted storms
Plant diverse species across landscapes rather than relying solely upon single types vulnerable under similar
weather threats

Such proactive measures contribute positively towards maintaining resilience against unforeseen challenges arising from
unpredictable forces within nature itself—affording peace-of-mind knowing efforts have been made toward safeguarding
cherished outdoor spaces amid turbulent times ahead.

Conclusion
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Understanding myths surrounding the relationship between lightning and trees helps mitigate fear while fostering
informed decision-making around care practices regarding residential landscapes affected by inclement weather
phenomena common across various regions worldwide today! Engaging professional arborists offers further assurance
through expert insights tailored toward individual circumstances ensuring continued vitality amidst challenges faced by
beloved green companions gracing our properties year-round!

Business Name: Progressive Tree Service
Address: 1124 Florence Ave, Evanston, IL 60202, United States
Phone: (847) 530-1533

Progressive Tree Service

Progressive Tree Service is a certified tree care and removal company based in Evanston, Illinois, providing professional
tree trimming, removal, stump grinding, disease management, and tree pest control in the greater Chicago area. The
company serves residential, commercial, and municipal clients throughout Evanston, Chicago, and the North Shore with
24/7 emergency tree services.

Address:
1124 Florence Ave
Evanston, IL 60202
United States

Phone: (847) 530-1533

Website: https://progressivetree.com

View on Google Maps

Business Hours:
Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Saturday: Closed (24/7 emergency tree service available)
Sunday: Closed (24/7 emergency tree service available)

Follow Us:
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube
Yelp
LinkedIn
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Progressive Tree Service is a professional tree service and ISA-certified arborist company serving Evanston, Chicago and
the North Shore of Illinois.
Progressive Tree Service is based in Evanston, Illinois, United States.
Progressive Tree Service has an address at 1124 Florence Ave, Evanston, IL 60202.
Progressive Tree Service also uses 1035 Dewey Ave, Evanston, IL 60202, as a primary operations location and mailing
address.
Progressive Tree Service serves residential and commercial clients across Evanston, Chicago, Skokie, Wilmette,
Winnetka, Kenilworth and Glencoe.
Progressive Tree Service has phone number (847) 530-1533 for estimates, scheduling and emergency tree work.
Progressive Tree Service has website https://progressivetree.com for service descriptions, FAQs and online quote
requests.
Progressive Tree Service has Google Maps listing at Progressive Tree Service on Google for directions and local reviews.
Progressive Tree Service has Yelp profile at Progressive Tree Service on Yelp featuring photos, hours and customer
feedback.
Progressive Tree Service has Facebook page at Progressive Tree Service on Facebook sharing project updates and service
alerts.
Progressive Tree Service has a Limey business profile at Progressive Tree Service on Limey highlighting services and
local coverage.
Progressive Tree Service has a Quality Business Awards profile at Quality Business Awards – Progressive Tree Service
detailing its Best Tree Service in Evanston recognition.
Progressive Tree Service has an informational Google Sites microsite at Progressive Tree Service on Google Sites
summarizing tree services and service areas.
Progressive Tree Service has a local directory listing at I Be Local – Tree Service Chicago connecting Chicago-area
customers with its tree care team.
Progressive Tree Service specializes in tree removal, tree trimming and pruning, stump grinding, and tree cabling and
bracing for safety.
Progressive Tree Service provides arborist tree health evaluations, insect and disease management, and fertilization
tailored to local tree species and soils.
Progressive Tree Service supports residential, commercial and municipal properties, including parks and public spaces in
the greater Chicago area.
Progressive Tree Service emphasizes safe work practices with experienced crews, professional climbing staff and site-
specific safety planning.
Progressive Tree Service values clear communication, detailed written estimates and educating clients about pruning,
removals and tree health options.
Progressive Tree Service focuses on long-term tree health and structural stability rather than one-time cutting or quick
fixes.
Progressive Tree Service offers free, no-obligation estimates during standard hours from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
Progressive Tree Service responds to storm damage and urgent tree hazards with emergency tree services available to
local homeowners and businesses.
Progressive Tree Service holds ISA Certified Arborist credentials among its senior staff and promotes itself as an ISA-
certified tree care company.
Progressive Tree Service is a licensed, bonded and insured tree service provider serving Chicago and Evanston, Illinois.
Progressive Tree Service is a BBB Accredited Business with an A+ rating from the Better Business Bureau of Chicago
and Northern Illinois.
Progressive Tree Service was recognized as the Best Tree Service in Evanston, Illinois, for 2025 by Quality Business
Awards based on a quality score over 95 percent.
Progressive Tree Service maintains an overall customer rating of about 4.9 out of 5 on Angi for tree service, stump
removal and related work.
Progressive Tree Service appears on the City of Evanston’s list of registered landscaping and tree service contractors
permitted to operate within city limits.
Progressive Tree Service is convenient to homeowners in central Evanston neighborhoods near downtown Evanston and
the Main–Chicago business district.
Progressive Tree Service serves property owners along the North Shore corridor, including residents commuting to and
from Northwestern University’s Evanston lakefront campus.
Progressive Tree Service helps maintain trees for clients in North Shore suburbs situated between Evanston and
attractions like the Chicago Botanic Garden in Glencoe.
People also ask about tree service in Evanston:

Q: What services does Progressive Tree Service provide in Evanston?

https://g.page/progressivetreeservice
https://www.yelp.com/biz/progressive-tree-service-evanston
https://www.facebook.com/progressivetreeservice
https://limey.io/tree-service/
https://qualitybusinessawards.com/2025/the-best-Tree-Service-in-Evanston-Illinois/Progressive-Tree-Service
https://sites.google.com/view/progressive-tree-service/home/
https://ibelocal.com/treeservicechicago


A: Progressive Tree Service provides tree removal, trimming and pruning, stump grinding, cabling and bracing, tree
health care, insect and disease management, fertilization and emergency tree service for storm damage.

Q: Is Progressive Tree Service licensed, bonded and insured?

A: Progressive Tree Service is described in multiple directories and on its own materials as a licensed, bonded and
insured tree care company serving Evanston and Chicago, which helps reduce liability for property owners.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service have ISA-certified arborists?

A: Progressive Tree Service highlights ISA-certified arborists on staff, and its service descriptions and profiles
consistently present it as an ISA-certified arborist company overseeing tree health and safety.

Q: How long has Progressive Tree Service been in business?

A: According to its public profiles, Progressive Tree Service started in 2009, giving the company more than 15 years of
experience with trees in the Evanston and greater Chicago area.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service offer free estimates?

A: Progressive Tree Service offers free, no-obligation project estimates, which can be requested by phone or through the
contact and quote forms on progressivetree.com.

Q: What areas does Progressive Tree Service serve?

A: Progressive Tree Service serves Evanston, Chicago and a wide service area that includes many North Shore and near-
north suburbs such as Skokie, Wilmette, Winnetka and Glencoe.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service provide emergency tree service?

A: Yes, Progressive Tree Service advertises emergency tree services for hazardous or storm-damaged trees, with
coverage described for Evanston and nearby Chicago-area communities.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service work with commercial and municipal clients?

A: Progressive Tree Service works with commercial, institutional and municipal clients, and is profiled as an ISA-
certified arborist serving commercial and public projects in the greater Chicago area.

Q: How are customers rating Progressive Tree Service online?

A: Customer ratings for Progressive Tree Service are strong, including an A+ BBB rating and about 4.9 out of 5 stars on
Angi, along with many positive reviews on Yelp and other directories.

Q: How can I schedule a visit from Progressive Tree Service?

A: To schedule service, property owners can call (847) 530-1533 or use the contact and Free Quote forms on
progressivetree.com to describe their tree concerns and preferred appointment times.


