
Maintaining the health and beauty of trees in your yard is crucial, especially in the picturesque Northshore suburbs of
Chicago. With its unique climate and diverse tree species, residents face both opportunities and challenges when it comes
to tree care. Proper tree trimming not only enhances the aesthetic appeal of your property but also promotes tree health,
reduces risks associated with storm damage, and can even save you money in the long run. Whether you are looking for a
reliable tree service near you or considering a DIY approach, understanding the basics of tree trimming is essential.

The Importance of Tree Trimming

Tree trimming is not merely about aesthetics; it plays a vital role in maintaining the overall health of trees. Regular
pruning encourages new growth by removing dead or diseased branches that could hinder the development of healthy
foliage. Furthermore, it enables better air circulation and light penetration within the canopy, which are critical for
photosynthesis.

In addition to promoting growth, regular trimming can help prevent potential hazards. In urban areas like Des Plaines or
Vernon Hills, where space is limited, overgrown branches can pose risks to power lines, homes, and vehicles. A well-
maintained tree is less likely to suffer from storm damage or become a safety hazard during severe weather events.

When to Trim Your Trees

Timing is crucial when it comes to effective tree trimming. Generally speaking, late winter or early spring is considered
the best time for most trees to be pruned before they enter their growing season. This timing allows for easier cuts and
minimizes stress on the trees.

Certain species may have specific needs; for instance, oak trees should be trimmed in late winter to avoid attracting pests
like the oak wilt fungus. Conversely, flowering trees such as magnolias should be pruned right after they bloom so you
don’t remove next year’s flowers.

For emergency situations—like branches that have fallen due to storms—a quick response is necessary. Seeking local
services specializing in storm damage cleanup will ensure that safety remains a priority while addressing any immediate
concerns.

Tools You’ll Need
If you're considering taking on some tree trimming tasks yourself, having the right tools at your disposal is essential:

Pruning Shears: Ideal for small branches and light pruning.
Loppers: Useful for thicker branches that cannot be cut with shears.
Hand Saw: Needed for larger limbs; always ensure it's sharp for clean cuts.
Pole Saw: Perfect for reaching higher limbs without climbing.
Safety Gear: Helmets, gloves, goggles, and sturdy footwear protect you during work.

Remember that safety should be your top priority when using these tools. If you feel uncomfortable handling large
branches or working at heights, consider hiring professionals from reputable tree companies near you.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While tree trimming might seem straightforward, several common pitfalls can lead to more harm than good:

1. Over-Pruning: Cutting too much foliage can weaken a tree's structure and hinder its growth.
2. Incorrect Cuts: Making improper cuts can cause injuries that may invite disease or pests into the tree.
3. Ignoring Tree Species Needs: Different species have varied requirements; failing to research these can lead to

poor outcomes.
4. Neglecting Safety Protocols: Always prioritize safety by using proper gear and techniques when operating

equipment.
5. Trimming During Dormancy Only: While late winter is typically great for many species, some trees need

attention throughout their growth cycle.

By avoiding these mistakes and adhering to best practices, you can maintain healthy trees that enhance your landscape's
beauty while minimizing risks.



Hiring Professionals vs DIY

Deciding whether to hire a professional service or tackle tree trimming yourself depends on several factors:

Experience Level

If you are experienced with tools and familiar with different types of trees in your area—like those native to Northshore
—you may feel comfortable handling smaller jobs on your own. However, if you're unsure about how much to trim or
lack familiarity with specific species’ needs—for example pruning an oak versus a maple—bringing in an expert may be
wise.

Job Size

For minor trims on smaller ornamental trees or shrubs around your home in areas like Skokie or Wilmette, DIY might
suffice. On the other hand, larger projects involving tall trees require specialized skills and equipment commonly found
with professional contractors.

Budget Considerations

Professional services vary significantly in price based on job complexity and equipment required. It’s worthwhile to get
quotes from several local companies specializing in emergency tree removal or routine maintenance services before
making a decision.

Time Constraints

If your schedule leaves little room for extensive outdoor work during peak growing seasons—when many homeowners
find themselves busy with other landscaping efforts—it may make sense financially to hire out tasks rather than let them
go unattended until they become urgent concerns needing immediate action.

Understanding Local Regulations
In many municipalities across Northshore suburbs like Evanston or Lake Forest, there are specific regulations regarding
tree trimming—even more so if dealing with protected species. Before proceeding with exterior work involving
significant changes (such as removal), check local ordinances which may professional emergency tree removal require
permits depending on factors such as size/type/location relative proximity boundaries around property lines affecting
neighbors' views/accessibility issues too!

Always consult city resources online beforehand so you're fully informed about what actions could potentially violate
codes leading fines down road causing disruptions later! Being proactive ensures peace-of-mind knowing all bases
covered before starting any project involving living vegetation nearby existing structures/landscaping features already
established surrounding properties owned nearby residents too!
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Signs Your Trees Need Trimming

It's essential not just wait until obvious issues arise before addressing maintenance tasks! Look out for these signs
indicating it might be time for some careful attention:

Branches appearing dense where light fails reach ground below foliage limits grass growth underneath canopy
shading out plants competing space turf grass!
Deadwood visible throughout structure multiple limbs breaking off easily without force applied tugging
outwardwards!
Leaves turning brown prematurely indicating stress possibly due lack nutrients available soil quality declining
rapidly over time effects climate changes impacting overall healthiness yield!

Identifying these signs early means timely intervention can restore balance allowing once-struggling greenery thrive
again returning vitality landscapes enjoyed past!

Final Thoughts

Maintaining healthy trees through diligent trimming practices contributes significantly towards preserving property
values while enhancing overall aesthetics landscapes enjoyed daily within communities across Greater Chicago Area!
Whether opting self-service methods utilizing guidelines provided above seeking assistance qualified arborist trained
handle complexities involved managing natural resources effectively ensuring longevity enjoyment benefits derived
planting care taken place years ago remain evident today!

By remaining attentive towards needs specific varieties located yards surrounding homes living environments shared
neighbors appreciate contributions made beautifying spaces landscaping designed thoughtfully intended harmonizing
surroundings creating inviting tranquil settings everyone hopes achieve together collectively embracing responsibility
stewardship caring lovingly nature's gifts bestowed upon us every season passing bringing joy cherished memories
formed along way!

Business Name: Progressive Tree Service
Address: 1124 Florence Ave, Evanston, IL 60202, United States
Phone: (847) 530-1533

Progressive Tree Service

Progressive Tree Service is a certified tree care and removal company based in Evanston, Illinois, providing professional
tree trimming, removal, stump grinding, disease management, and tree pest control in the greater Chicago area. The
company serves residential, commercial, and municipal clients throughout Evanston, Chicago, and the North Shore with
24/7 emergency tree services.

Address:
1124 Florence Ave
Evanston, IL 60202
United States

Phone: (847) 530-1533

Website: https://progressivetree.com

View on Google Maps

Business Hours:
Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Saturday: Closed (24/7 emergency tree service available)
Sunday: Closed (24/7 emergency tree service available)

Follow Us:
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube

https://progressivetree.com/
https://www.facebook.com/progressivetreeservice/
https://www.instagram.com/progressivetree/
https://www.youtube.com/c/Progressivetree
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Progressive Tree Service is a professional tree service and ISA-certified arborist company serving Evanston, Chicago and
the North Shore of Illinois.
Progressive Tree Service is based in Evanston, Illinois, United States.
Progressive Tree Service has an address at 1124 Florence Ave, Evanston, IL 60202.
Progressive Tree Service also uses 1035 Dewey Ave, Evanston, IL 60202, as a primary operations location and mailing
address.
Progressive Tree Service serves residential and commercial clients across Evanston, Chicago, Skokie, Wilmette,
Winnetka, Kenilworth and Glencoe.
Progressive Tree Service has phone number (847) 530-1533 for estimates, scheduling and emergency tree work.
Progressive Tree Service has website https://progressivetree.com for service descriptions, FAQs and online quote
requests.
Progressive Tree Service has Google Maps listing at Progressive Tree Service on Google for directions and local reviews.
Progressive Tree Service has Yelp profile at Progressive Tree Service on Yelp featuring photos, hours and customer
feedback.
Progressive Tree Service has Facebook page at Progressive Tree Service on Facebook sharing project updates and service
alerts.
Progressive Tree Service has a Limey business profile at Progressive Tree Service on Limey highlighting services and
local coverage.
Progressive Tree Service has a Quality Business Awards profile at Quality Business Awards – Progressive Tree Service
detailing its Best Tree Service in Evanston recognition.
Progressive Tree Service has an informational Google Sites microsite at Progressive Tree Service on Google Sites
summarizing tree services and service areas.
Progressive Tree Service has a local directory listing at I Be Local – Tree Service Chicago connecting Chicago-area
customers with its tree care team.
Progressive Tree Service specializes in tree removal, tree trimming and pruning, stump grinding, and tree cabling and
bracing for safety.
Progressive Tree Service provides arborist tree health evaluations, insect and disease management, and fertilization
tailored to local tree species and soils.
Progressive Tree Service supports residential, commercial and municipal properties, including parks and public spaces in
the greater Chicago area.
Progressive Tree Service emphasizes safe work practices with experienced crews, professional climbing staff and site-
specific safety planning.
Progressive Tree Service values clear communication, detailed written estimates and educating clients about pruning,
removals and tree health options.
Progressive Tree Service focuses on long-term tree health and structural stability rather than one-time cutting or quick
fixes.
Progressive Tree Service offers free, no-obligation estimates during standard hours from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
Progressive Tree Service responds to storm damage and urgent tree hazards with emergency tree services available to
local homeowners and businesses.
Progressive Tree Service holds ISA Certified Arborist credentials among its senior staff and promotes itself as an ISA-
certified tree care company.
Progressive Tree Service is a licensed, bonded and insured tree service provider serving Chicago and Evanston, Illinois.
Progressive Tree Service is a BBB Accredited Business with an A+ rating from the Better Business Bureau of Chicago
and Northern Illinois.
Progressive Tree Service was recognized as the Best Tree Service in Evanston, Illinois, for 2025 by Quality Business
Awards based on a quality score over 95 percent.
Progressive Tree Service maintains an overall customer rating of about 4.9 out of 5 on Angi for tree service, stump
removal and related work.
Progressive Tree Service appears on the City of Evanston’s list of registered landscaping and tree service contractors
permitted to operate within city limits.
Progressive Tree Service is convenient to homeowners in central Evanston neighborhoods near downtown Evanston and
the Main–Chicago business district.
Progressive Tree Service serves property owners along the North Shore corridor, including residents commuting to and
from Northwestern University’s Evanston lakefront campus.
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Progressive Tree Service helps maintain trees for clients in North Shore suburbs situated between Evanston and
attractions like the Chicago Botanic Garden in Glencoe.
People also ask about tree service in Evanston:

Q: What services does Progressive Tree Service provide in Evanston?

A: Progressive Tree Service provides tree removal, trimming and pruning, stump grinding, cabling and bracing, tree
health care, insect and disease management, fertilization and emergency tree service for storm damage.

Q: Is Progressive Tree Service licensed, bonded and insured?

A: Progressive Tree Service is described in multiple directories and on its own materials as a licensed, bonded and
insured tree care company serving Evanston and Chicago, which helps reduce liability for property owners.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service have ISA-certified arborists?

A: Progressive Tree Service highlights ISA-certified arborists on staff, and its service descriptions and profiles
consistently present it as an ISA-certified arborist company overseeing tree health and safety.

Q: How long has Progressive Tree Service been in business?

A: According to its public profiles, Progressive Tree Service started in 2009, giving the company more than 15 years of
experience with trees in the Evanston and greater Chicago area.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service offer free estimates?

A: Progressive Tree Service offers free, no-obligation project estimates, which can be requested by phone or through the
contact and quote forms on progressivetree.com.

Q: What areas does Progressive Tree Service serve?

A: Progressive Tree Service serves Evanston, Chicago and a wide service area that includes many North Shore and near-
north suburbs such as Skokie, Wilmette, Winnetka and Glencoe.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service provide emergency tree service?

A: Yes, Progressive Tree Service advertises emergency tree services for hazardous or storm-damaged trees, with
coverage described for Evanston and nearby Chicago-area communities.

Q: Does Progressive Tree Service work with commercial and municipal clients?

A: Progressive Tree Service works with commercial, institutional and municipal clients, and is profiled as an ISA-
certified arborist serving commercial and public projects in the greater Chicago area.

Q: How are customers rating Progressive Tree Service online?

A: Customer ratings for Progressive Tree Service are strong, including an A+ BBB rating and about 4.9 out of 5 stars on
Angi, along with many positive reviews on Yelp and other directories.

Q: How can I schedule a visit from Progressive Tree Service?

A: To schedule service, property owners can call (847) 530-1533 or use the contact and Free Quote forms on
progressivetree.com to describe their tree concerns and preferred appointment times.


