
Houston’s mix of petrochemical plants, medical campuses, high-rise offices, and sprawling residential neighborhoods puts unusual
demands on doors. Local codes tie into the International Building Code and NFPA standards, humidity punishes materials,
hurricanes pressure-test everything, and many facilities handle sensitive operations that require serious access control. Choosing
the right door supplier is less about picking a catalog page and more about balancing fire ratings, security hardware, aesthetics,
weather resistance, and total cost of ownership. I have seen projects stall for weeks because a door frame arrived out of plumb
by an eighth of an inch, and I have also seen a timely, code-compliant substitution keep a hospital wing open during a surge. The
right partner understands these trade-offs and brings solutions, not just SKUs.

This guide walks through what matters in the Houston market when you source fire-rated and security doors, how to weigh steel
versus fiberglass versus wood, what a competent door supply company should bring to the table, and where residential and
commercial needs diverge. I will also share practical details you can use, from common UL labels to hurricane-impact timing.

Where code and field conditions meet

Fire codes set minimums, but the field conditions decide whether the door actually performs. In Harris County jurisdictions,
commercial fire-rated doors typically fall under UL 10C or NFPA 252, with visible labels indicating 20, 45, 60, 90, or 180
minutes. That label is half the story. The door closer, hinges, latch, and even the undercut tolerance determine whether the
assembly holds up in a test or an event. On a medical project near the Texas Medical Center, a 90-minute hollow metal door
passed inspection on paper, then failed smoke testing because the automatic door bottom had been value-engineered out. That
single omission would have voided the rating in use. When you vet a door supplier Houston projects rely on, ask for full assembly
coordination, not just door leafs.

Security overlays the fire layer. In high-risk sites, doors must sit in a system that includes access control, motion sensors, sidelite
glazing, and proper anchorage to meet burglary or forced-entry requirements. Banks often request UL 752 ballistic ratings for
transaction zones, while schools weigh ASTM F476 forced-entry performance. The trick is making sure the fire label and the
security spec do not conflict. For example, certain electric strikes are not listed for use in 90-minute frames, and some intumescent
seals cannot coexist with a thicker glazing laminate. A seasoned commercial door supplier Houston builders trust will flag these
conflicts early and propose listed combinations that satisfy both.

Materials that work in Gulf Coast humidity and wind

Humidity and salt air are quiet destroyers. A steel door that thrives in Arizona can bubble and rust along Gulf Coast edges within
two seasons. You can mitigate this with galvannealed steel skins, factory primer and paint systems rated for exterior exposure, and
stainless steel components in the most vulnerable areas. In petrochemical plants along the ship channel, we specify stainless
continuous hinges and stainless frame anchors where budget allows. It adds 10 to 20 percent on hardware cost, but it pushes
maintenance cycles from two years to five or more.



Fiberglass is another winner in Houston’s climate, especially at coastal sites, pool structures, and wastewater facilities. FRP doors
with pultruded stiles and poured cores shrug off corrosion and washdowns. They also take hurricane-impact glazing better than
many assume, provided the frame and anchors are matched accordingly. The downside is aesthetics and cost. On a corporate
lobby, the texture and seam lines of FRP sometimes fight the design intent, and hardware options can be more limited than steel or
wood.

Architectural wood doors still have their place in offices, high-end multifamily, and hospitality. Veneers like rift-cut white oak or
walnut elevate an interior and do just fine as long as they are kept inside the envelope. For fire ratings, many manufacturers offer
20 to 90 minutes on wood, with mineral cores and intumescent seals. The vulnerabilities appear at restrooms and mechanical
rooms where humidity spikes. I once watched a beautiful veneer begin to delaminate within the warranty period because a
janitor’s closet vented steam onto it nightly. A pragmatic door distributor Houston designers like to call will help move those doors
to durable finishes or suggest FRP facings in disguise.

Understanding fire ratings without getting lost in acronyms

Fire ratings come in minutes, not guarantees of survivability for people or contents. They indicate how long a door assembly
resists fire penetration and, in some cases, temperature rise. Here is how to think about the common numbers.

Twenty-minute doors typically appear in corridor openings within sprinklered buildings where the walls are rated at one hour.
They’re also standard for residential garage-to-house doors when the local inspector allows it, though many jurisdictions call for
20-minute solid cores with self-closing devices. Forty-five-minute and 60-minute doors serve openings in one-hour fire barriers
where additional protection is desired or required. Ninety-minute doors show up at stair enclosures and shaft openings tied to
two-hour walls. One hundred eighty-minute doors live in high-risk areas like boiler rooms. Few projects need them, but when
they do, availability can stretch lead times to eight to twelve weeks unless your door supply company Houston side keeps stock.

Two details that catch teams off guard: vision lite size and undercut. Many 90-minute doors limit glass openings to specific square
inches unless you use special glazing. Cutting a larger lite onsite voids the rating. Undercuts greater than three-quarter inch often
fail the smoke requirement even if the fire label stands. On education projects, where acoustic and smoke control matter, I specify
automatic door bottoms paired with proper thresholds, tested together.

Security options that work without turning the space into a vault

Security is a spectrum. What an elementary school needs is not the same as a cash room in a C-store or an emergency
department with controlled egress. In Houston, weather and power stability also play into hardware choices. During freeze events,
rolling blackouts have knocked out electronic locks unexpectedly. A thoughtful hardware set maintains life safety and reasonable
security even in those power scenarios.

At the low end, robust Grade 1 mechanical locks with protected strike boxes and through-bolting handle much of the risk in
commercial offices. Surveillance and lighting do as much to deter break-ins as the door itself. Move up a notch, and you’re
looking at card readers with electrified lever sets or maglocks tied to request-to-exit sensors, fire alarm overrides, and door
position switches. Most corporate suites live here. For higher risk, consider multipoint locks, reinforced frames, and laminated
glazing with interlayers that resist prying. I have tested door pairs with surface vertical rods and less-than-ideal floor conditions
that fell out of alignment within months. When traffic is heavy, concealed vertical rods or a single-point lock with top and bottom
bolts offers better reliability, though the price rises.

Ballistic and forced-entry resistance require a system approach. UL 752 lists levels for firearm protection, while ASTM standards
cover impact and tool attacks. A door leaf labeled to Level 3 means little if the frame anchors are too short for the substrate. I
once watched a demo where the door survived hits, but the frame peeled away because it had been mounted with four expansion
anchors into brittle masonry. A competent commercial door supplier Houston engineers on call will detail grout-filled frames,
anchor spacing, and proper substrate prep to keep the assembly performing as a unit.

The hurricane and impact layer

Hurricane codes focus on wind pressure and impact from windborne debris. In the Houston region, many municipalities reference
Texas Department of Insurance listings and the Florida Building Code’s HVHZ standards as proxies. For exterior doors, this
means you need assemblies tested for both positive and negative pressure and for large missile impact. Two numbers matter in



practice: the design pressure rating, often expressed as psf, and the specific impact test passed. For a midsize office near the
Energy Corridor, we specified a 60 psf door and frame with laminated glass lites that passed Large Missile C. The submittal
looked fine, but the supplier swapped in a mid-rail design to save lead time. That small change invalidated the listing and would
have voided insurance. We caught it because we review the exact TDI listing sheets, not just cut sheets. Ask your door supplier to
provide the full listing, including door model, lite configuration, hardware exceptions, and anchorage details.

Impact-rated hardware is another gotcha. Some panic devices cannot be used on impact doors unless they are part of the tested
specimen. Where possible, use manufacturers that publish complete impact-rated packages with the panic, closer, glazing, and
frame. It reduces finger-pointing and speeds approvals.

What distinguishes a reliable Houston door supplier

Plenty of companies can sell a door. Fewer can shepherd a package from design through punchlist in the conditions we face here.
In my experience, a reliable door distributor Houston contractors keep on speed dial has three habits: deep submittals, proactive
scheduling, and jobsite fluency.

Deep submittals include hardware schedules that balance function, code, and budget. They show the rating label location, the fire
door assembly listing, closer arm types keyed to ceiling clearance, and reader backboxes with conduit notes. For a hospital
pharmacy, for instance, the supplier noted that the specified latch was not on the DEA’s list of acceptable devices for controlled
substances storage. They suggested a listed alternative with minimal cost delta. That saved a late rework.

Proactive scheduling shows up in long-lead awareness. Some fire-rated glass packets run 10 to 14 weeks. Specialty finishes like
antimicrobial stainless levers add four to six weeks. A good door supply company Houston clients return to will present alternates
that maintain the rating with shorter lead times, or divide shipments to let rough-ins proceed.

Jobsite fluency looks like a rep who carries a level and knows how to spot a twisted opening before the drywallers leave. On a
midrise in Midtown, we avoided a massive reframe by identifying and shimming four out-of-square frames early. The supplier’s
field tech had been a carpenter before moving into sales. That kind of practical knowledge, paired with a manufacturer network,
differentiates a door supplier.

Residential needs: durability, curb appeal, and peace of mind

Homeowners ask three questions: Will it look good, will it last, and will it keep my family safe. A residential door supplier Houston
homeowners can trust should integrate style with substance. For front entries, fiberglass skins with woodgrain finishes perform
well against humidity and sun. They hold paint or stain, insulate better than steel, and can accept multipoint locks that seal against
air intrusion. If you prefer real wood, ask for engineered stiles and rails with proper sealing on all six sides. I have seen gorgeous
mahogany doors fail by year three because the top and bottom edges were never sealed after trimming.

For garage-to-house doors, codes usually call for a solid or fire-rated door with a self-closing device. If a fire-rated door is
required, check that the hardware, including the closer and hinges, is listed for that rating. Home builders sometimes install off-the-
shelf knobs on a rated slab and unknowingly void the label. It is a small detail with outsized consequences.

On security, a simple upgrade to a reinforced strike plate with three-inch screws into the stud doubles the resistance to kick-ins.
Add a viewer, smart deadbolt, and properly bedded weatherstripping, and you have improved comfort and security with minimal
visual change. If you live near the coast or in a flood-prone area, discuss composite jambs and sill systems that resist rot. Termites
and moisture do not care about aesthetics.

Commercial specifications: coordination is the job

On commercial projects, the door schedule touches more trades than most realize. Electrical needs power for access control, low
voltage for readers and sensors, drywall contractors set openings, flooring affects threshold heights, and painters need the correct
primers. Coordination is where costs hide.

Access control preps require clarity: door position switches, request-to-exit, latch monitoring, power transfer devices, and electric
locks call for specific hinge types or electrified hinges, door cores rated for cutouts, and concealed raceways where penetrations



are not allowed. It is better to define these in Division 8 or 28 than to leave them to interpretation. A commercial door supplier
Houston integrators work with can prewire frames with junction boxes and conduits, preventing a hack-job after the fact.

Acoustics matter in offices and schools. If you need a Sound Transmission Class of 35 or higher, you are typically looking at solid
cores, perimeter seals, automatic bottoms, and certain thresholds. I have seen teams meet the fire rating but miss the acoustic
target because they skipped one seal. Ask for All Kinds Of Doors door supply company houston test reports for the exact
configuration.

Healthcare brings its own requirements: hands-free operation, ligature resistance in behavioral health units, lead lining near
radiology, and concealed closers to reduce snags. Each of these intersects with fire and smoke ratings. For ligature resistance,
fewer device options hold the listings you need, and the lead times stretch. A supplier who knows which manufacturers keep stock
in the region can make or break your schedule.

Cost, value, and where to spend

Budgets drive many decisions, but value lives in lifecycle cost. Here is where to spend and where to save, based on Houston’s
conditions.

Spend on hardware grades where traffic is high. Grade 1 closers and locks reduce callbacks by half in busy corridors. Spend on
corrosion resistance for coastal or chemical environments. Stainless or FRP pays back in deferred maintenance. Spend on
impact-rated packages for exposed exterior doors. Insurance and code pressure both point this way, and retrofits are expensive.

Save by standardizing finishes and hardware lines across a project. Color consistency across floors allows you to swap parts
when a shipment arrives short. Save by using stock hollow metal frames for non-impact interiors and reserving custom frames for
special locations. Save by working with a door distributor Houston market that stocks your standard cores and sizes, cutting
weeks off lead times and eliminating expediting fees.

Lead times and planning under real-world constraints

Lead times shifted in recent years. As of late, stock hollow metal frames and slabs can be within one to three weeks, basic
architectural wood doors in three to five weeks, FRP doors in six to eight weeks, and specialty fire-rated glazing or ballistic
assemblies anywhere from eight to fourteen weeks. Holidays and storm season stretch these by a week or two. If you need field-
verified measurements for frames in existing buildings, add a week. For access control, add coordination time for low-voltage
routing and final device programming.

I advise teams to hold a doors and hardware kickoff once framing is 70 percent complete. Walk the openings, confirm handing,
swing, ceiling conflicts for closers, and clearances at sidelites. Bring the door supplier, the low-voltage integrator, and the
superintendent together. This one meeting prevents the majority of late-stage change orders I see.

Common pitfalls and how to avoid them

Here are five avoidable mistakes that cost time and money in Houston’s environment:

Treating a fire-rated door as a standalone item rather than an assembly. Verify listed combinations of leaf, frame, hardware,
and glazing.
Ignoring humidity and corrosion in material selection. Use galvannealed or stainless components where exposure is likely.
Overlooking impact and wind requirements for exterior doors. Request TDI or Florida listing sheets, not just product
brochures.
Forgetting about access control coordination. Specify power transfers, raceways, and device monitoring preps in the door
schedule.
Underestimating lead times on specialty items. Plan alternates or phased deliveries to keep trades moving.

How to vet a door supplier before you award the PO

You can learn a lot in one conversation. Ask for three recent Houston projects similar to yours, with contacts who will take a five-
minute call. Review a sample submittal package and look for the details that matter: UL labels, hardware grades, device
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compatibility notes, and impact listings. Ask about their local stock and whether they can field-measure frames, repair dents, or
rehang problem leaves. Clarify how they handle damaged shipments and who owns the freight claims. In practice, a door supplier
who offers jobsite service, not just inside sales, saves you days of schedule pain.

For residential buyers, walk the showroom if possible. Open and close the doors, feel the hardware, and ask to see a cross-
section of the cores. A residential door supplier Houston homeowners recommend will be transparent about maintenance: what to
seal, how often to paint, which finishes hold up in West University sun versus Galveston salt air.

Fire-rated details that rarely make the brochure, but matter

Intumescent seals expand under heat to close gaps. Where they sit and how they interact with smoke seals can cause binding if
the installer crams them into a tight frame. I suggest specifying kerf-in seals where possible, as they reduce adhesive failures in
humidity. For pairs, coordinators ensure the inactive leaf closes first, critical when using vertical rods or flush bolts in rated
assemblies. The wrong coordinator can leave the active leaf stuck against the astragal in an emergency. On one high school, we
swapped to a soffit-mounted coordinator after testing showed the original surface-mount snagged backpacks. Small adjustments
like this come from field experience, not catalogs.

Glazing in fire-rated doors requires fire-protective or fire-resistive glass. Fire-protective glass buys time against flame and smoke
but not radiant heat, so door lites over certain sizes in corridors may require fire-resistive glass, which is thicker and pricier.
Confirm the vision lite kit’s listing with the glass. Many failures trace back to using a non-listed kit. A diligent door supplier will
package these together.

The maintenance reality

Even the best door assembly needs care. Gulf Coast humidity swells gaskets, hinges loosen under vibration, and closer arms drift.
A simple quarterly check catches most issues: tighten screws, test latching, confirm clearances, and wipe down seals. In
restaurants and labs, clean chemicals degrade certain gasketing. Select EPDM or silicone gaskets where solvents are present, and
keep spares onsite. For residences, check that smart locks update firmware and that batteries get replaced on a schedule, not
when they die at midnight.

I have seen a single loose hinge screw turn into a warped frame after months of slamming. Ten minutes with a screwdriver would
have saved a replacement order. If your facility has hundreds of doors, consider a service contract with your door distributor. The
cost is modest compared to emergency calls and liability when a fire door fails an inspection.

Choosing between local stock and special order

Stock wins when timelines are tight and aesthetics are flexible. A competent door supply company Houston based will carry
standard hollow metal frames, 18 and 16 gauge, common swing directions, and a few paint-ready finishes. They also stock
popular hardware like Schlage Grade 1 levers, Von Duprin panics, and LCN closers. If your design can pivot to these standards,
you shave weeks off procurement.

Special order makes sense when you need coordinated wood veneers, custom lite patterns, ballistic or impact packages, or deep
profiles. You will pay in time and sometimes in freight, but in signature spaces or high-risk areas, it is the right call. The best
suppliers will blend both, shipping a first wave of stock items to keep rough-in moving, then following with the special sets for
lobbies and feature corridors.

Final thoughts from the field

Doors seem simple until they are not. In Houston, the combination of code layers, climate, and security needs raises the stakes.
The difference between a frustrating project and a smooth one often comes down to the quality of your partner. A good door
supplier listens, anticipates conflicts, documents thoroughly, and shows up on site when things get tricky. Whether you are a GC
balancing schedules, an architect guarding design intent, a facilities manager responsible for compliance, or a homeowner
upgrading a front entry, treat doors as systems. Ask for listed assemblies, think about humidity and wind, coordinate access
control early, and maintain what you install.



If you are evaluating a door supplier Houston wide, start the conversation with your constraints. Be candid about budgets and
timelines. The right door distributor wants the long-term relationship, not a one-off sale, and they will help you make the smartest
compromises. That is what keeps people safe, spaces beautiful, and buildings open when the weather turns and the lights flicker.
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People also asked about door supplier in Houston

What types of doors can I buy from a door supplier in
Houston?
At All Kinds Of Doors in Houston, we repair, install, and supply all kinds of doors for homes and businesses. Customers
commonly choose from residential garage doors (with over 20 styles and 200 colors), durable commercial garage doors for
reliable daily operation, and entry doors that add curb appeal and security. If you’re looking for wood, fiberglass, steel, iron, or
storm doors, our trusted door service professionals can help you compare options and select the best fit for your property.

How do I choose the best door supplier in Houston for
my project?
The best door supplier in Houston should offer quality products from reputable suppliers, professional installation, dependable
repairs, and service you can trust. Since 2008, All Kinds Of Doors has stayed committed to customer safety and satisfaction by
delivering long-lasting performance and excellent customer service. As a family business, we focus on clear communication,
reliable workmanship, and practical recommendations that match your needs and budget.

How much does it cost to buy and install a door in
Houston?
The cost to buy and install a door in Houston depends on the door type, size, material, style, and the condition of the opening or
existing hardware. For example, residential garage doors can vary widely based on insulation, design, and color, while commercial
doors are often priced based on durability requirements and usage demands. All Kinds Of Doors makes it easy to understand
your options by offering a free estimate, so you can get accurate pricing for your specific project before you commit.
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Do Houston door suppliers offer custom door design
services?
Yes, many Houston door suppliers offer customization, and All Kinds Of Doors provides plenty of options to match your home or
business style. For residential garage doors, you can choose from many styles and a wide range of colors to create the look you
want. For entry doors, we can guide you through wood, fiberglass, steel, iron, and storm door collections so you can balance
appearance, durability, and security based on your goals.

Can a door supplier in Houston handle commercial and
residential projects?
All Kinds Of Doors serves both residential and commercial customers throughout Houston, providing the right solutions for each
type of property. Homeowners often need attractive, dependable garage doors and entry doors that improve security and curb
appeal, while businesses need durable commercial garage doors that support smooth daily operations. Our team understands the
different performance needs of homes and commercial sites and helps you choose doors built for long-term reliability.

How long does it take for a Houston door supplier to
deliver and install doors?
Timelines for delivery and installation can vary depending on the door type, availability, and whether you’re choosing a standard
option or a customized style. In many cases, repairs can be completed quickly, while new installations may take longer based on
product selection and scheduling. All Kinds Of Doors is open 24 hours to better support Houston customers, and we work to
schedule service efficiently so you can get back to safe, smooth door operation as soon as possible.

Do door suppliers in Houston provide door hardware
and accessories?
Yes, door suppliers often provide the components needed for safe operation, and All Kinds Of Doors uses high-quality parts to
support long-lasting performance. Whether you need hardware related to garage door systems or accessories that improve
function and reliability, our trusted door professionals can recommend the right parts for your specific setup. Using quality
components helps reduce future issues and keeps your door operating smoothly.

What warranties or guarantees do Houston door
suppliers offer?
Warranty coverage and guarantees vary by supplier and product, and it can depend on the manufacturer and the type of door
installed. At All Kinds Of Doors, we prioritize customer satisfaction and aim to exceed expectations by using high-quality parts
and providing dependable installation and repair work. If you have questions about coverage for your specific door or service,
our team can walk you through what applies to your project during your free estimate.

Can I get energy-efficient or heavy-duty doors from
Houston suppliers?
Yes, you can find energy-efficient and heavy-duty options through a Houston door supplier, and All Kinds Of Doors can help you
choose the right solution for your property. For homes, an upgraded garage door or entry door can support comfort and



performance depending on materials and build quality. For businesses, a durable commercial garage door is essential for
dependable operation, and we help business partners select options designed for strength, safety, and frequent use.

Where can I find reviews of top door suppliers and
installers in Houston?
A good place to start is the company’s official online profiles and website so you can see updates, photos, and customer
feedback. You can explore All Kinds Of Doors online at https://www.allkindsofdoors.com/ and follow us on social media for
additional information and updates at https://www.facebook.com/allkindsofdoors and
https://www.instagram.com/allkindsofdoors/. If you’d like to speak with a trusted door service professional directly, you can also
call (281) 855-3345 for a free estimate.

If you’re looking for a trusted door supplier in Kemah Boardwalk , All Kinds Of Doors has you covered with door installation,
replacement, and repairs for residential and commercial properties. Our experienced door professionals prioritize safety and long-
lasting performance . Reach out to (281) 855-3345 today for a free estimate.
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