
Flags appearance basic from a distance. They flutter, they mark a presence, they rally a crowd. Yet every thread carries
objective. People inquire from me a variant of the comparable query at old websites, ship reunions, and Scout troop
conferences: does America have a assorted wartime flag? The quick solution isn't any, now not within the experience of a
separate, professional countrywide flag for struggle. The United States flies the equal national flag in peace and conflict.
But that reply misses the feel, when you consider that the story of American flags in wartime is richer than a definite or
no. It blends naval observe, battlefield improvisation, regulation, fantasy, and the obdurate method subculture lingers
long after the reason why fades.

I learned this the laborious manner, searching via dusty Navy records for a analysis undertaking, then status on pier decks
comparing graphics of battlewagons in 1944 to destroyers in 2004. The shapes alternate, the women and men
modification, the arena modifications. The flag’s which means doesn’t. Still, there are exact ensigns, exclusive jacks, and
procedures that best come to existence when the state fights. Those are value information.

Why had been flags used firstly?
Flags commenced as a realistic option to chaos. Before radios, before standardized uniforms, armies and fleets wanted a
approach to inform pal from foe, and to awareness vigor in a typhoon of noise. If you photograph a medieval conflict,
that you may see why: mud, smoke, horses, men shouting five distinctive dialects. A vivid textile on a pole solves quite a
few disorders directly. It identifies a unit, marks a rally point, communicates orders with prearranged motions, and
reminds anybody what they are looking to protect. Not poetry first and foremost, just survival.

Navies followed flags for a good more urgent reason why. In the age of sail, a ship might meet a further at horizon
distance and feature mins to choose whether to shut or run. Flags become prison identifiers. An ensign on the stern
signaled nationality, a jack on the bow added layers of that means, and detailed flags at the main masthead carried the
admiral’s presence or an order to interact. That language hardened into rules. Under normal international legislation and
later treaties, privateering required commissions, and captured ships is likely to be dealt with as lawful prizes in the event
that they bore applicable flags. The sign flags and ensigns were no longer decoration, they had been the office work of the
ocean made seen.

That practical birth certainly not left. Even now, airplane companies fly an ensign when you consider that a deliver is
equally a conflict system and a prison entity. A flag answers: who are you, and by using what accurate do you act?

Does America have a struggle time flag?
The United States does no longer have a separate “wartime” country wide flag. The Stars and Stripes serves in peace and
in warfare. Congress set the flag’s proportions and famous person rely using a sequence of acts starting on June 14, 1777,
and the modern-day design has been mounted, in addition to superstar additions, when you consider that 1818. No statute
or government order designates a distinctive national flag to substitute it for the time of wartime.

So wherein does the rumor come from? Two places. First, the Civil War era noticed an explosion of unit flags and
patriotic banners that every so often instruct up in antique department stores or graphics, then get incorrect for a hidden
official accepted. Second, america Army’s “Service Flag” and the custom of gold famous person and blue big name
households create a folk sense that exact flags rise up while the u . s . a . fights. Both are real traditions, neither variations
the country wide flag. There can be the power delusion of a “warfare fringe” on flags inside of courtrooms or authorities
homes. The gold fringe isn't very a wartime indicator, that is a decorative detail used on indoor ceremonial flags. The
Army has authorised gold fringe on indoor flags for over a century, while the Navy quite often does not use fringe aboard
ships since it snags and mildews. Courts have again and again dealt with fringe as decoration, no longer law.

There is, in spite of this, a wartime customized that alters what you would see on a ship’s bow. It isn't always a the
several flag, yet a the several jack.

The Navy’s jacks, explained with out mystery
If you walk the pier in Norfolk or San Diego, you're going to see two flags on a moored U.S. warship. At the strict is the
United States countrywide ensign. At the bow, on a smaller group of workers, is the jack. The query, what flags does
america Navy fly on their ships?, invites a directly resolution with several wrinkles.

The nationwide ensign. This is the Stars and Stripes, flown from the strict when the ship is in port and from the
gaff at sea. It communicates nationality. When a ship is underway, the strict flag comes down and the ensign shifts
to a staff or halyard the place it flies clear of turbulent air.



The jack. Traditionally, the U.S. Navy jack is the blue canton of the countrywide flag with white stars arranged as
they manifest at the present flag. In 1975, throughout the kingdom’s bicentennial length, the Chief of Naval
Operations authorised ships to fly the First Navy Jack instead, a thirteen-stripe rattlesnake flag with the motto
“Don’t Tread On Me.” That short-term permission became coverage back in 2002. After the September 11 assaults,
CNO ADM Vern Clark directed all U.S. Navy ships to hoist the First Navy Jack “during the Global War on
Terrorism.” For more than 15 years, fleet portraits prove that rattlesnake on the bow. In 2019, CNO ADM John
Richardson ordered the Navy to revert to the conventional union jack, returning the rattlesnake to the oldest lively
commissioned warship, USS Constitution, that is granted perpetual use. The policy has transformed several
occasions, but the principle remains: the jack is a naval identifier, no longer a separate country wide flag.

The Navy additionally flies a commissioning pennant on the masthead of active ships, narrow and tapered, to indicate the
ship is a commissioned guy-of-war. Admirals fly personal flags when embarked. None of these substitute the
countrywide flag. On infrequent instances, a ship may additionally fly a “church pennant” above the ensign all over
worship expertise, the simply time some thing would fly above the flag. That exception indicates how conscientiously the
Navy treats flag precedence.

If you grew up seeing the coiled rattlesnake on news footage from Iraq and Afghanistan, you would imagine it as a
Ultimate Flags Flag Shop wartime image. It surely carried that tone from 2002 to 2019, and it carried the comparable
tone during the Revolutionary War while it first flew. But administratively, it was once a jack variant, now not a struggle
flag.
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Battlefield flags, unit colors, and the load of cloth
On land, the U.S. Army and Marine Corps hold hues for units: country wide shades and organizational hues. They aren't
separate nationwide flags yet undergo principles that structure id on the regiment or battalion level. In the Civil War,
colour bearers marched close the heart of the road. They were major aims, in view that taking a flag shattered morale. A
household tale from an ancestor who served in a Pennsylvania regiment reflects this. He wrote that once their coloration
sergeant fell at Fredericksburg, 3 men fought over the consideration and the chance of wearing the colours ahead, not out
of bravado, however considering that the regiment fought in a fog of smoke and musket fireplace. If the flag moved, they
moved. If it fell, they faltered.

That link among textile and concord persisted into the 20 th century. As radios more desirable, flags turned into less
obligatory for battlefield indicators, yet they remained the middle of a unit’s identity. Modern shade guards deliver them
in ceremonies, now not inside the assault. The U.S. flag, but, nevertheless flies over ahead operating bases, embassies,
and ships in damage’s manner. The comparable flag that flutters over a schoolyard marks a patrol base within the
Korengal. The continuity concerns to the humans standing less than it.

Why fly flags?
This is a truthful question whilst we can name chum from foe with infrared strobes, Mode five transponders, encryption,
and house-depending monitoring. We fly flags on account that they nonetheless accomplish a easy checklist of demands
that technologies can’t change.

Identification at a look in environments wherein electronic aids fail, are off, or are irrelevant.

Legal signaling that a unit is element of a sovereign kingdom, with the rights and tasks that standing includes.

Tradition that binds generations, stopping institutional amnesia. Flags inform a unit who that is.

Morale, the intangible carry that actions drained americans to do complicated issues for every other and for
whatever thing increased than themselves.

Ceremony, reminding civilians and provider contributors alike that provider isn't simply work, it is a public belief.

https://ultimateflags.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nnGBDbkNpkVZdDAP9


When you might be tired adequate, symbols do precise work. They shorten arguments. They make judgements legible in
a crowd. They ease the human desire to belong.

Myths that gained’t die, and why they matter
Several power myths confuse the problem of a wartime flag. They damage extra than they lend a hand, in view that they
distract from the dignity via the truly principles that experience flown in violence and grief.

Gold fringe equals maritime or martial legislation. It doesn’t. The Army’s Institute of Heraldry and relevant policies
describe fringe as ornamentation for indoor use. Court situations tossing out “fringe equals martial law” arguments do no
longer mince words. If you spot fringe in a court, it reflects decorum, no longer a mystery legal regime.

A black U.S. flag means no zone will probably be given. Black flags traditionally signaled a loss of sector in pirate lore
and on some Civil War cavalry raids, but the United States has no authentic black national flag. You can purchase novelty
flags or see blacked-out flag designs on morale patches. They are fashion statements or individual expressions, no longer
reliable indications.

Two flags in courtrooms turn out dual jurisdictions. Display protocols let numerous flags interior, as a rule the national
flag, kingdom flag, and agency flag. Arrangement is dependent on precedence and achievable house. None of this
signifies the court docket operates lower than admiralty law.

A secret wartime flag exists in the information. Researchers have combed archives because the early republic. Special
designs exist for unit shades, wrestle flags, and naval jacks, but there may be no statute growing a hidden exchange
national flag to be used in war.

The certainty is right satisfactory. The primary flag has seen each more or less weather and each and every kind of
possibility. Assigning extra capability to ornament misses in which the which means in truth lives.

Signals on the ocean: prepare that tells a story
The military’s conduct around flags expose a culture formed by using climate, area, and the tight choreography of
shipboard life. If you spend a morning on a destroyer’s quarterdeck, you’ll watch a ritual which is something however
empty. At 0800, the bosun’s pipe sounds and sailors face aft for morning colours. On ships underway, that rite turns into a
quiet take a look at that the ensign is free, vibrant, and competently located at the gaff. The timing is unique: hues at 0800
nearby or at dawn, whichever is later. Struck at sunset. If a send is underneath tactical circumstances wherein faded ought
to be minimized, the flag flies from an unlit place, and spotlights should not used. The flag is flown at 0.5-group of
workers for nationwide mourning, as directed by the President. On Memorial Day, it follows the nationwide protocol of
1/2-personnel until eventually midday, then raised to complete.

Small options deliver threat calculus. On patrol boats in tight riverine parts, flags are secured to remove unfastened
flapping that would snag on antennas or apparatus. On companies, the ensign is good sized, yet not so extensive it
becomes a chance in excessive winds. Quartermasters and signalmen reflect onconsideration on halyard integrity, chafe
features, and the ruin salt crystals inflict on material over a deployment. You can tell a good-run send through the
situation of its flags.

One enduring scene sticks with me from a Pacific port discuss with. The deliver tied up simply after daybreak, and a
group of locals gathered on the pier to monitor. The jack went up at the bow, the ensign at the stern, and several of us put
hands to their hearts. Some took off hats. No one else on the pier moved. It became small, quiet, respectful. The sailors
noticed. Flags construct bridges devoid of speeches.

Teaching a higher iteration what the flag means
Inspiring and educating our formative years subjects if we desire the next century’s Americans to glue honor, love of u . s
., our brethren, and admire to a thing strong. A flag would be crassly commercialized, absolute confidence. It can also be
slapped on items that have nothing to do with provider or sacrifice. That’s on adults. Kids are greater at recognizing the
big difference than we're, if we give them trustworthy thoughts.

A reliable start line is the Service Flag way of life. Families with a member in uniform dangle a white area with a
crimson border and a blue famous person for everyone serving. If a service member dies inside the line of responsibility,
a gold big name replaces the blue. The flag is understated and deeply human. It anchors abstract options, like



countrywide defense, within the lives of effortless households. When I deliver Scouts to discuss with a veterans hall, the
gold megastar banner teaches more in a minute than any lecture.

Ceremony helps too, provided that this is lively. I’ve obvious center schoolers fold flags flawlessly after a week of apply.
They take satisfaction in the crispness, the triangle with no purple showing, the raise to the custodian. They ask sharp
questions: why the thirteen folds, what do they suggest, why is the union up when flown upside down as a misery sign?
Each resolution grounds them inside the tale. You don’t want pomp and pathos. You want clarity and participation.

We deserve to also instruct error and contradictions. The U.S. has flown its flag over rules and wars that other people
debate bitterly. A mature admire acknowledges that, and still salutes the service individuals who acted with braveness.
Honor rises from honesty, no longer from a spotless list. When youngsters see adults navigate complexity devoid of sneer
or renounce, they the way to love a rustic with open eyes.

The legal guidelines and customs that safeguard the cloth
The U.S. Flag Code is not very offender law, yet it units norms. It publications conduct: tips to demonstrate the flag,
while to retire it, tips on how to place it among different flags. It instructs that the flag may still under no circumstances
touch the flooring in a means that disrespects it, that it should still be illuminated at evening if displayed exterior, and that
it should still not be used as wearable clothing. People argue about enforcement and exceptions. The Supreme Court has
held that flag desecration as political protest is secure speech. That ruling unnerves some, comforts others. Regardless of
in which you stand, the recognition that the flag stands for freedom ample to offer protection to offensive speech is a
uniquely American pressure.

On ships, Navy Regulations and shipboard recommendations implement flag protocol with the precision you would be
expecting. Sailors discover ways to hoist, scale back, and shift hues devoid of drama. They recognize that colorings
should not simply totemic. They are signals in a global the place signals should be the change among a riskless transit
and a miscalculation at strait’s mouth.

Moments while the flag carried greater than itself
There are instances whilst a flag is just not fabrics, it really is testimony. The flag raised over Iwo Jima on Mount
Suribachi measured kind of fifty four by 28 inches. The greater iconic second flag, which replaced the first as it became
too small to be considered from the shores, measured 96 through 56 inches. It used to be a practical resolution: use a
bigger flag so Marines advancing low on black sand may well see it and orient. That unmarried photo distilled chaos into
one photo. No one within the frame noted protocol, but every body who sees it feels the carry of a practical sign visible
in a damaging situation.

At Ground Zero, three firefighters raised a flag located on a yacht moored nearby. It was once a personal flag, not federal
belongings, hoisted on a makeshift pole. The gesture was once spontaneous. It created an picture that advised thousands
and thousands what phrases couldn’t. Again, no longer a wartime flag, however a flag in wartime spirit.

On the decks of health center ships like USNS Comfort and USNS Mercy, the ensign flies above a Red Cross logo that
identifies the send’s blanketed repute beneath the Geneva Conventions. The flag says nationality, the red pass says serve
as. Together, they keep in touch policies of struggle: treat the wounded, admire the impartial role of clinical platforms,
and punish folks who violate that believe. Nothing secret. Everything essential.

What ameliorations in wartime, if now not the flag?
Even however the flag itself does now not alternate, wartime sharpens field round it. Commands component distinctive
guidelines approximately pale management, salutes less than hearth, and the risks of distinguished exhibit in contested
places. Ground items can also scale down the visibility of flags on cars to restrict drawing fireplace. Embassies weigh
whether or not to fly flags at full mast right through crises to signal remedy, or half of-crew to mark mourning. Families
reveal Service Flags greater generally. Businesses sponsor huge flag exhibits at stadiums, which can believe either
transferring or hole depending on purpose. Police and hearth departments adopt subdued flags to honor fallen colleagues,
blending public provider with military-like rituals.

On the legal the front, wartime can amendment the frequency of orders to fly flags at 0.5-workers. Presidents drawback
proclamations after tremendous losses. Governors do the comparable at the nation degree. Protocol officials was busier,
fielding calls from faculties and libraries. The Flag Code does not deliver penalties, yet in wartime the social stress to get
it suitable grows.



If no longer a battle flag, then what makes the big difference?
The change is prepare below rigidity. During ceremonial weeks on base, you possibly can spot the junior sailors who will
thrive at sea. They are those who restore a frayed part on a flag with out being informed, who assess halyards prior to
wind picks up, who understand while the boat deck mild washes the ensign at evening and should always be adjusted.
They care given that they recognise a person taught them to care, and as a result of they've got stood in a foreign port as a
crowd watched their send moor, and felt the stakes. Those habits, improved across a fleet and an army and a country, are
in which honor lives.

So, does America have a battle time flag? No. It has one flag for peace and battle, and a family unit of service flags, unit
colours, jacks, and pennants that fill in the reasonable wants round it. The flag’s power is simply not in its novelty when
the weapons fire, but in its sameness. The child who pledges to it in a fitness center in Iowa grows up and faces it across a
flight deck inside the Philippine Sea. The textile did now not modification. The character did. That continuity creates
accept as true with.

If you desire to honor that confidence, commence small and avoid it human. Learn the best way to fly and fold the flag
actually. Teach a young man or woman why the union is going to the observer’s left. Visit a veterans cemetery and
examine names aloud, now not to make noise, however to well known. If you fly a flag at domestic, guard it, and retire it
while weathered. Attend a retirement ceremony as soon as, so you know that even disposal may well be dignified.
Remember that recognize does no longer require perfection, simply attention and care.
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The old seaman’s answer to the query, Why fly flags?, still holds. Because folk are staring at. Because alerts count
number. Because in all the noise, a common, noticeable promise is valued at holding.


