
United Airlines Military Baggage Allowance: 
Fees, Limits & Tips
United Airlines offers special baggage benefits to eligible military personnel. The applicable 
allowance can depend on whether the passenger is traveling on official military orders or for 
personal travel.

Military baggage benefits are generally more generous than standard passenger allowances. 
However, the exact number of bags and permitted weight can vary according to the type of travel, 
itinerary, and military status.

Before departure, travelers should review the current United rules for their specific reservation.
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What Is a United Flight Change?

Passengers traveling on official 
military orders may qualify for an 
enhanced baggage allowance. 
This benefit is designed to 
accommodate the additional 
luggage that can be necessary 
for duty-related travel.

Depending on the applicable 
United policy and itinerary, 
qualifying travelers may be 
permitted to check multiple bags 
with higher weight limits than 
standard economy passengers.

Service members should carry 
their official travel 
documentation and valid military 
identification when checking in. 
Providing the required 
documents can help the airline 
determine which baggage 
benefits apply.



Military Travel for Personal Reasons

Military personnel traveling for personal reasons may also qualify for special 
baggage benefits, although the allowance can differ from official-duty travel.

The number of complimentary bags and weight limits may be different depending on 
the route and other booking details. Travelers should not assume that the allowance 
for official orders automatically applies to personal trips.

Checking the reservation details and the latest United military baggage 
requirements before traveling is recommended.



Understanding Baggage Weight Limits

Weight limits are an important part of the United Airlines Military Baggage policy. 
Standard checked luggage generally has a maximum weight limit, while qualifying 
military travelers may receive higher limits.

Overweight luggage can be subject to restrictions or additional charges when it 
does not qualify for a military exemption.

Before leaving home, weigh every checked bag with a luggage scale. Distributing 
items across several permitted bags can help prevent one suitcase from 
becoming excessively heavy.



Baggage Size Requirements

Military baggage benefits do not necessarily remove standard size restrictions. Checked luggage may still need to remain 
within United's permitted dimensions. Oversized baggage can have separate restrictions, fees, or handling requirements. 
Large equipment and unusual items should therefore be checked against current United guidelines before traveling.

Measure suitcases before departure and avoid overpacking bags that are already close to the maximum dimensions.



Military Baggage Fees

One of the key advantages of qualifying military baggage benefits is the possibility 
of avoiding standard checked-bag fees.

However, exemptions are based on eligibility and the conditions of the trip. 
Additional charges can still apply to baggage that exceeds permitted weight or 
size limits or does not meet the requirements for the military benefit.

Because fees and eligibility rules can change, travelers should verify the current 
terms before checking in.



Documents Military Travelers Should Carry

Having the right documentation can simplify the check-in process. Military 
travelers should be prepared to present appropriate identification and, when 
applicable, official military travel orders.

Documentation may help United determine whether the traveler qualifies for 
enhanced baggage allowances.

Keep these documents accessible rather than packing them inside checked 
luggage. A carry-on folder or secure digital backup can also be useful when 
appropriate.



How to Check Military Bags With United?

Checking baggage is generally straightforward, but military travelers should allow additional time if 
documentation needs to be reviewed.

Basic process:

Arrive at the airport with 
valid identification.

Bring official military 
orders when applicable.

Check the weight and 
dimensions of your bags.

Present documentation 
if requested.

Confirm the number of bags 
accepted without charge.

Keep your baggage receipts 
until your destination is 

reached.

Inform the United representative that you are traveling under military eligibility.


