
If a clinic quotes 350 dollars to clear a cluster of red lines on your ankle, is that a fair price or a sales pitch? Laser spider
vein treatment pricing can look arbitrary until you map the variables that actually move the number. As a clinician who
has set fees, purchased lasers, and treated thousands of legs and faces, I can tell you the cost is rarely about one thing. It
is about vein size and depth, device choice, the need for ultrasound, the number of sessions to a clear result, and even
whether the office bills this as cosmetic or medical spider vein treatment.

This guide breaks down what spider vein laser removal usually costs, why two patients with similar veins get different
quotes, and how to compare laser spider vein treatment with sclerotherapy for spider veins without getting lost in
marketing language.

What laser treats, and what it does not

Spider veins are dilated superficial blood vessels, often red, purple, or blue, that sit within the top few millimeters of
skin. On the legs they may connect to slightly deeper reticular veins, and on the face they commonly form along the nose
and cheeks. Laser therapy for spider veins uses selective photothermolysis, meaning the light energy targets hemoglobin
to heat and collapse the vessel. On the legs, long pulsed 1064 nm Nd:YAG lasers reach deeper, while the face often
responds to 532 nm KTP or 595 nm pulsed dye lasers. IPL for spider veins can help facial redness and small
telangiectasias, but it is less predictable for larger leg veins.

This matters for cost. The more sessions needed and the more powerful or specialized the platform, the more you pay.
Some cases, especially leg spider veins, clear faster with spider vein injection treatment, also called spider vein
sclerotherapy, which carries its own price structure.

Typical price ranges you will actually see

Every market sets its own floor and ceiling, but consistent patterns appear across practices in the United States:

Facial spider vein removal with KTP, PDL, or IPL: often 200 to 450 dollars per session for small areas such as the
nose or cheeks. Multiple clusters or full-face work can run 400 to 800 dollars per session.
Leg spider vein removal with long pulsed Nd:YAG laser: commonly 300 to 800 dollars per session per treatment
field. Large networks or multiple fields in the same visit can push a bill to 600 to 1,200 dollars.
Sclerotherapy for spider veins on the legs: 200 to 500 dollars per session, usually priced per syringe or per 15 to 30
minutes of injection time. Foam sclerotherapy for reticular veins may fall on the higher end.

Packages reduce the per-session rate by 10 to 25 percent when you prepay for multiple visits. In major coastal cities,
expect the top of these ranges. In suburban clinics with lower overhead, pricing trends 15 to 25 percent lower.

The real drivers of cost, one by one
Size and depth of veins. Thin red thread veins respond faster than blue reticular veins. A tiny nasal telangiectasia may
clear in one pulse with a KTP laser. A 2 to 3 mm reticular feeder on the thigh usually needs a sequence: first inject the
feeder with polidocanol, then spot treat the residual spider veins with Nd:YAG. More steps, more visits, higher cost.

Anatomy and location. The face is richly vascular but shallow, so shorter wavelengths work well at lower energy and
often fewer sessions. Legs are thicker and under more hydrostatic pressure, and leg spider veins have a higher rate of
matting and hyperpigmentation. Clearing leg clusters safely can take two to four sessions, spaced 6 to 8 weeks apart,
which raises the total spider veins removal cost.

Device category. Not all lasers are equal. A practice with a long pulsed 1064 nm solid-state platform that can deliver 30
to 60 J/cm² safely over cooling will charge more than a spa using older IPL. That higher fee often brings safer settings for
darker skin types and a higher single-session effectiveness.

Skin type. Fitzpatrick IV to VI skin can be treated, but with longer wavelengths, lower fluences, and careful cooling to
reduce post inflammatory hyperpigmentation. That may increase the number of sessions and shift the cost. Patients on
the fairer end, Fitzpatrick I to III, often need fewer, stronger passes and fewer visits.

Feeder veins and reflux. If a cluster of spider veins on the calf is being fed by an incompetent reticular vein or underlying
venous reflux, the best spider vein treatment is not laser first. A quick duplex ultrasound can identify reflux. Addressing
reflux with vein ablation is a separate medical spider vein treatment, usually billed differently and sometimes covered if



there are symptoms like aching, swelling, or skin changes. If you skip this step, you risk paying for multiple cosmetic
sessions that do not hold.

Experience and specialization. Board certified dermatologists and vascular surgeons with vein-focused practices often
charge more for spider vein clinic treatment, but typically set accurate expectations, choose the right modality, and
reduce retreatments. Price transparency correlates with better outcomes in my experience.

Geography and overhead. Rent, staff, and equipment leases shape the per-minute cost of running a laser room. A
downtown cosmetic clinic with three staff in the room will not share the same fee schedule as a solo suburban practice,
even if both offer the same spider vein procedure.

Time and field size. Most offices set legs by time block or field area. A single ankle cluster may be 15 minutes. A full
lower leg with diffuse spider veins can take 45 to 60 minutes and push the bill to the top of the range.

Laser versus sclerotherapy: when price follows physics

For legs, sclerotherapy remains the workhorse. It delivers a sclerosant into the vein lumen, irritates the endothelium, and
collapses the vessel from within. Vein injections for spider veins, using agents such as polidocanol or sodium tetradecyl
sulfate, close more leg telangiectasias in fewer sessions than laser in many cases, particularly when reticular feeder veins
are present. That speed is why the per-session price can be lower and the total course cost competitive.

Laser spider vein treatment shines on the face, on very small red telangiectasias that are too tiny to inject, and on patients
who cannot have sclerotherapy due to needle aversion or rare sclerosant contraindications. I often combine modalities:
microsclerotherapy for the blue-green reticular network, then laser or IPL for residual red spider veins. The combined
approach can be the most affordable spider vein treatment in the long run because you reach a stable cleared state sooner.

A practical price comparison at a glance

| Modality | Best for | Typical price per session | Usual sessions | Notable pros | Common drawbacks | | --- | --- | --- | --- | --
- | --- | | Long pulsed Nd:YAG 1064 nm | Leg spider veins, some reticular veins, darker skin types with caution | 300 to
800 dollars per leg field | 2 to 4 | No injections, targets hemoglobin, office based | More sessions than sclerotherapy for
legs, risk of pigment change | | KTP 532 nm or PDL 595 nm | Facial spider vein removal, broken capillary treatment | 200
to 450 dollars small area, up to 800 full face | 1 to 3 | Precise on small superficial vessels | Not ideal for deeper blue
vessels | | IPL for spider veins | Diffuse facial redness, mixed telangiectasias | 250 to 500 dollars per session | 2 to 4 |
Broad coverage, improves background redness | Less targeted for larger vessels | | Sclerotherapy (liquid or foam) | Leg
spider veins and reticular veins | 200 to 500 dollars per session | 1 to 3 | Efficient for legs, treats feeders | Injections,
compression needed |

Prices reflect cosmetic billing. If pretreatment ultrasound reveals significant reflux and you have symptoms, insurance
may cover the reflux procedure, not the cosmetic spider vein removal.

What an itemized bill can include
The base fee generally covers the laser time and clinician expertise. Additional line items sometimes appear:

Initial consultation: 0 to 200 dollars. Many practices credit this toward treatment if you proceed.
Duplex ultrasound: 150 to 400 dollars without insurance, often billed as a separate medical service when
symptoms exist.
Compression stockings: 30 to 80 dollars for 20 to 30 mmHg thigh-highs if advised after leg treatment. Not always
required after laser, commonly required after sclerotherapy.
Topical anesthetic: 0 to 40 dollars. Many clinics include cooling and skip numbing for small areas.
Touch ups: 100 to 300 dollars if you return for a few residual vessels rather than a full session.

Taxes depend on jurisdiction. Cosmetic procedures may be taxed in some states or cities. Tips are not standard in medical
settings.

How many sessions to budget

I build budgets around realistic session counts, not best cases. For leg spider veins treated with laser, two to three
sessions is the norm for average clusters, spaced 6 to 8 weeks apart. For extensive networks or darker skin types where



we use conservative settings, plan for three or four. For facial thread vein treatment with KTP or PDL, one to two
sessions usually suffice, with an occasional third.

Sclerotherapy on the legs often reaches the same clearance in one to three sessions, depending on how many syringes are
needed and whether foam sclerotherapy is used for larger reticular channels.

Remember that spider vein elimination is not the same as disease cure. New veins can appear over years due to genetics,
hormones, or work that requires long standing. Many patients return every 12 to 24 months for a quick spider vein
cosmetic procedure, which is far cheaper than the initial series because there are fewer vessels.

Case examples that mirror real pricing

A 38 year old runner with a palm sized red web on the outside of her left calf, fair skin, no leg pain. Exam shows a small
blue feeder. We inject 0.5% polidocanol into the reticular vein, then two weeks later perform Nd:YAG targeting the
residual red veins. She needs two sessions total. Cost in a suburban vein clinic: 350 dollars for sclerotherapy plus 400 for
laser, so 750 dollars to clearance.

A 56 year old man with diffuse nasal telangiectasias and rosacea background redness, Fitzpatrick II. We choose PDL with
cooling, do two passes over the nose and upper cheeks. Two sessions spaced four weeks apart. Cost in a city dermatology
practice: 400 dollars per session, 800 total. He returns once after a year for a 200 dollar touch up on a new vessel.

A 45 year old woman with clusters around both ankles and aching after work, varicose family history. Duplex finds great
saphenous reflux. The medical portion, endovenous ablation, is billed to insurance with a copay. After symptom relief,
she opts for spider veins removal on the surface. Two sclerotherapy sessions at 450 dollars each clear most of the
clusters. A short Nd:YAG touch up is 200 dollars. Out of pocket cosmetic piece: 1,100 dollars.

These numbers land within the ranges above, and they illustrate how diagnosis, not device branding, sets the total price.

Downtime, aftercare, and hidden costs you can avoid

Laser spider vein therapy is an outpatient spider vein treatment with minimal downtime. Expect transient redness, mild
swelling, and occasional small crusting. On the legs, transient hyperpigmentation can last several weeks. Strict sun
protection reduces lingering discoloration and is a negligible cost compared to a session fee. Arnica and other topicals
have limited evidence; I do not add them to the bill.

Compression is a gray area after laser. Many of us recommend a light 20 to 30 mmHg stocking for several days after leg
work to reduce inflammation and improve comfort. After sclerotherapy, compression is routine for 3 to 7 days. This is a
one time purchase for most patients.

Avoiding retreated failures is where the largest hidden cost lives. If facial vessels keep returning weeks after laser, the
settings may have been too low or the diagnosis incomplete. If leg spider veins persist despite multiple cosmetic sessions,
ask whether reflux or reticular feeders were evaluated. Paying 300 dollars for the right ultrasound is cheaper than
repeating a 600 dollar cosmetic session that will not hold.

Safety, side effects, and how they relate to price
Higher expertise reduces costly complications. The most common side effects are temporary redness and swelling.
Hyperpigmentation can follow laser or sclerotherapy, more so in darker skin types and on sun exposed legs. Matting, a
blush of new fine vessels, can appear after both modalities and often indicates an untreated feeder. Rare but serious
complications like ulceration after sclerotherapy are largely prevented by proper dilution and injection technique.

Cheaper is not better if it buys inexperience. A practice that owns multiple platforms and offers both laser spider vein
removal and sclerotherapy has little incentive to force one modality. This flexibility improves value. Ask how often they
combine treatments, and how they decide.

Insurance, HSA, and the cosmetic versus medical divide

Most spider veins treatment on the surface is cosmetic. Insurers deny cosmetic spider vein treatment, even when it
improves confidence in shorts season. They consider coverage when there is medical necessity: documented venous



reflux with symptoms like pain, swelling, skin discoloration, or ulceration, and failure of compression therapy. In that
pathway, the reflux procedure may be covered, but the remaining spider vein correction is not.

HSA and FSA funds typically cannot be used for cosmetic spider vein removal. Some plans allow it with a letter of
medical necessity, but that usually requires symptoms and ultrasound findings. Know this before you plan to swipe your
HSA card.

Where to spend and where to save

Spend on an accurate diagnosis and a clinician who can provide multiple spider vein therapy options. Save by
consolidating treatment fields into fewer, longer visits if your schedule allows, because room setup and minimum fees
add up for tiny spots on multiple days. Packages help when your clinician expects several sessions. Avoid paying
premium for device brand hype when the case clearly calls for vein injection therapy.

If price is the only driver, sclerotherapy is often the most affordable spider vein treatment for legs per unit of clearance.
For the face, laser or light therapy wins on precision and speed.

A compact checklist to price your case intelligently

Confirm the plan matches your anatomy: laser for tiny red facial veins, sclerotherapy for leg reticular feeders,
combination when needed.
Ask how many sessions to 80 to 90 percent clearance, not to perfection, then add one more session to your budget.
Request an itemized estimate including ultrasound, compression stockings, and touch up policy.
Compare per session and per package rates across two clinics that both offer laser and sclerotherapy.

Smart questions to ask at the spider vein treatment consultation
Do you perform a focused vascular exam and ultrasound when indicated, or only visual assessment?
Which wavelengths or sclerosants will you use for my case, and why not the alternatives?
What is your expected number of sessions and interval, and what does a touch up cost?
How do you minimize hyperpigmentation and matting risk for my skin type?

Results, timelines, and what the “before and after” photos don’t show

Laser treated vessels blanch and darken over several days before the body clears them over weeks. Sclerotherapy causes
immediate vessel spasm, then a fading track that can look worse before it looks better. The best spider vein treatment
results rely on patience with spacing and sun protection. Most patients return to normal activity the same day. Exercise is
usually fine after laser by the next day, and after sclerotherapy once instructed, often within 24 hours.

Those glossy spider vein treatment before and after photos rarely tell you how many visits it took, what combination of
modalities was used, or whether new veins appeared a year later. Ask to see cases similar to yours, with session counts
listed. That context sets your expectations and protects your budget.

The bottom line on price factors

Laser spider vein removal cost is not random. It follows a consistent logic that blends anatomy, physics, and practice
economics. On the face, expect 200 to 800 dollars per session depending on area and platform, with one to three sessions
to achieve a clear result. On the legs, expect 300 to 1,200 dollars per laser session depending on field size and city, with
two to four sessions common. Sclerotherapy often delivers leg clearance faster at 200 to 500 dollars per session, and in
many cases Ardsley vein center it is the best first line.

The smartest path is an in office spider vein treatment consultation that includes a targeted exam and a discussion of
spider vein therapy options. When the plan matches the veins you have, not just the device the clinic owns, the price
makes sense, the number of sessions stays close to the estimate, and your before and after will look as good in person as
it does in the photos.

https://batchgeo.com/map/spider-vein-treatment-ardsleyny

