
DL Frequent Flyer Guide: Rewards, Benefits & 
Status

The DL frequent flyer program, better known as Delta SkyMiles, is Delta Air Lines’ loyalty program for 
travelers who want to earn miles and receive additional travel benefits. Membership is free, and 
SkyMiles do not expire. Members can earn miles through eligible Delta flights, partner airlines, travel 
purchases, credit cards, hotels, car rentals, dining, and other participating partners.
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What Is Delta SkyMiles?

Delta SkyMiles allows travelers to earn rewards from qualifying purchases and 
flights. Members can use accumulated miles for Award Travel, upgrades, Delta 
Vacations packages, and selected travel benefits.

The program is useful for occasional travelers as well as frequent flyers because 
there are multiple ways to earn miles beyond flying. Travelers can also access 
special SkyMiles offers and partner opportunities to build their balances faster.



How to Join the DL Frequent Flyer Program?

Joining SkyMiles is free and 
can be completed through 
Delta’s official website. After 
creating an account, 
members receive a SkyMiles 
number that should be 
added to eligible 
reservations.

New members can begin 
earning miles immediately 
on qualifying travel and 
participating purchases. 
Keeping the SkyMiles number 
connected to bookings helps 
ensure eligible mileage is 
credited to the correct 
account.



How to Earn Miles by Flying?

One of the simplest ways to earn SkyMiles is by flying with Delta. Current earning 
depends on the travel experience purchased. Delta says eligible SkyMiles 
members earn 5 miles per dollar on Classic or Refundable experiences and 7 
miles per dollar on Extra experiences on Delta-marketed flights. Delta Main 
Basic tickets do not earn miles.

The miles are generally based on the eligible ticket price rather than simply the 
number of miles flown. Taxes and government-imposed fees are excluded from 
the mileage calculation.



Earn Miles Through Partners

The DL frequent flyer 
program extends beyond 
Delta flights. Members can 
earn miles through more 
than 20 airline partners, 
including airlines such as Air 
France, KLM, LATAM, 
Aeromexico, and Virgin 
Atlantic.

There are also opportunities 
to earn through hotels, car 
rentals, shopping, dining, 
ridesharing, and other 
participating businesses. 
Partner earning rules vary, so 
travelers should check the 
terms for each partner 
before making a purchase.



Delta SkyMiles Credit Card Benefits

Eligible Delta SkyMiles American Express Card Members can earn miles through 
everyday purchases and receive additional opportunities to increase their 
balances.

Depending on the card, members may receive different earning rates and 
travel-related benefits. Delta states that certain cards can provide additional 
miles on eligible Delta purchases. Card benefits, fees, and promotional offers 
vary, so travelers should review current terms before applying.



How to Redeem SkyMiles?

SkyMiles can be used in several ways. Members can redeem miles for Award 
Travel to more than 1,000 destinations, Delta Vacations packages, seat 
upgrades, and certain other travel benefits.

Delta also allows members to use miles toward standard checked-bag fees on 
flights originating from select U.S. airports. Since redemption values and 
availability can change, travelers should compare available options before 
using their miles.



Understanding Medallion Status

Frequent travelers can work toward Delta Medallion Status, which provides 
additional benefits and enhanced mileage earning. The current Medallion levels 
are Silver, Gold, Platinum, and Diamond.

Delta’s current earning rates on qualifying Delta-marketed flights are 7 miles 
per dollar for Silver, 8 for Gold, 9 for Platinum, and 11 for Diamond. Qualification is 
based on Medallion Qualification Dollars (MQDs), with current published 
thresholds of $5,000 for Silver, $10,000 for Gold, $15,000 for Platinum, and 
$28,000 for Diamond.



Benefits of Medallion Membership

Medallion Status can make 
frequent travel more 
comfortable and convenient. 
Depending on the tier, benefits 
can include complimentary 
upgrades, preferred seats, 
priority services, waived fees, 
and higher mileage earning.

Medallion Members can be 
eligible for complimentary 
upgrades to Delta First, Delta 
Comfort, and certain premium 
products when the fare and 
itinerary qualify. Upgrade 
priority depends on several 
factors, including Medallion tier 
and the purchased travel 
experience.


